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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF PRISCILLA DIAZ, JEFFERSON 
ELEMENTARY TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Priscilla 
Diaz, Jefferson Elementary Teacher of the 
Year. 

Ms. Diaz did not start out in education; origi-
nally, she received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Management from Texas A&M Uni-
versity at Kingsville. She later returned to 
school at Southwest Texas State University, 
where she received her Master’s in Education. 

Priscilla Diaz is one of Jefferson 
Elementary’s newer teachers, with three years 
of teaching experience. Already, however, she 
is making an impact in her profession, and 
changing the lives of her fourth-grade stu-
dents. 

Ms. Diaz believes in the importance of help-
ing her students develop strong character. 
She teaches her children to be accountable 
for their actions, to have pride in themselves, 
and to fulfill the responsibilities that are as-
signed to them. She feels that teaching is a 
unique profession: both a privilege and a chal-
lenge. 

Ms. Priscilla Diaz has accomplished a great 
deal thus far, and she has a bright future 
ahead of her in education. By helping our chil-
dren grow up as responsible and productive 
citizens, she is doing a tremendous favor to all 
of us. I am proud to have had the opportunity 
to recognize her for her dedication. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MS. PEGGY 
STEWART 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
today I extend congratulations and thanks to 
Ms. Peggy Stewart, a teacher at Vernon 
Township High School in Sussex County, New 
Jersey. Ms. Stewart, who teaches and resides 
in the Fifth Congressional District, was se-
lected from nominees across the state to re-
ceive the 2004–2005 New Jersey Teacher of 
the Year award. 

This week, Ms. Stewart and other distin-
guished teachers from around the country are 
in Washington to be recognized. 

Since she began teaching at Vernon Town-
ship High School in 1991, Ms. Stewart has re-
ceived numerous awards and citations for her 
excellence in the classroom. She’s been noted 
in ‘‘Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers,’’ 
and was recognized as a premier humanities 
instructor by the New Jersey Council for the 
Humanities. 

In selecting Ms. Stewart for this honor, the 
New Jersey Board of Education cited her indi-
vidualistic approach to her students and her 
persistence in creating well-rounded experi-
ences to develop her students’ sense of citi-
zenship. 

I want to congratulate Ms. Stewart of 
Vernon Township High School for being se-

lected for this prestigious honor. She is a 
credit to New Jersey and a credit to our many 
outstanding educators. 

Historian Henry Adams said, ‘‘A teacher af-
fects eternity; he can never tell where his influ-
ence stops.’’ We know that Ms. Stewart’s work 
to engage young adults and encourage their 
development as informed, involved and 
thoughtful citizens will benefit our community 
for generations to come. Today, I am honored 
to join in the applause for one of the Nation’s 
great teachers—Ms. Peggy Stewart. We are 
grateful for your dedication to providing New 
Jersey children with an outstanding education. 
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RECOGNIZING SPENCER PRESTON 
HARRIS FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Spencer Preston Harris of Platte 
City, Missouri, a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351, and in 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Spencer has been a part of Troop 351 for 
5 years, and during that time period he has 
served in a variety of leadership positions. He 
has served his troop as Patrol Leader, Quar-
termaster, Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, Li-
brarian, and finally Senior Patrol Leader. Dur-
ing that time period, he earned 45 merit 
badges and the God and Church Medal. In 
addition to the numerous leadership positions 
and merit badges, Spencer is a Brotherhood 
Member in the Order of the Arrow, a Warrior 
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, and spent 5 years 
at the H. Roe Bartle Scout Reservation. Spen-
cer also participated in Junior Leader Basic 
Training and World Conservation, has 38 total 
service hours, 98 nights camping, and 50 
miles hiking. He is truly an exemplary Scout. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Spencer folded, 
repaired, and boxed 47,000 American Flags 
that decorate graves at the Leavenworth, Kan-
sas military cemetery. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Spencer Preston Harris for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING PROVIDENCE PEDI-
ATRIC MEDICAL DAY CARE, INC. 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Providence Pediatric Medical Day Care, 
Inc., for its valuable service to New Jersey’s 
most medically challenged children. Provi-
dence provides world class medical day care 
with ongoing monitoring and assessment by 
professional nurses for a broad range of ill-
nesses and medical conditions. Serving an 
overwhelmingly inner city infant population, the 

company works with parents to help advise 
them on health conditions and care standards 
that can be followed at home. 

On April 22nd, 2005, Providence will hold 
an official grand opening of its new corporate 
office in West Berlin, New Jersey. They cur-
rently employ 65 professional staff, and oper-
ate three pediatric medical daycare centers in 
Camden, Lawnside, and Pleasantville, New 
Jersey. 

Mr. Speaker, Providence Pediatric provides 
essential services to some of the neediest 
people in our community. I applaud them for 
their hard work, and I wish everyone at Provi-
dence the best of luck in their new office. 
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF CAROL HARWOOD PATLAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Carol Har-
wood, the Patlan Elementary School Teacher 
of the Year. 

Carol Harwood is a highly qualified bilingual 
first grade teacher at Patlan Elementary. She 
received her Associate Degree from Sullins 
College in Virginia, and later earned both a 
Bachelor’s Degree from SMU, and a Masters 
Degree from Texas Woman’s University. 

She has spent the last 28 years gaining val-
uable experience in education, serving both 
our youth and our community. Carol Harwood 
worked as an assistant elementary school 
principal in both Dallas and Port Isabel before 
returning to teaching at Patlan Elementary. 

As a bilingual first grade teacher, Ms. Har-
wood understands the unique needs of our 
students. Her passion for teaching is com-
plemented by both her years of experience, 
and her unique perspective as a former school 
administrator. Carol Harwood is currently 
being honored as the Patlan Elementary 
School Teacher of the Year. 

It is an honor to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Carol Harwood of Patlan Elementary 
School. Her dedication and love of teaching 
has helped to ensure that our children are the 
real winners. 

f 

REGARDING THE DIABETIC FOOT 
COMPLICATION AND LOWER EX-
TREMITY AMPUTATION REDUC-
TION ACT OF 2005 

HON. RICHARD H. BAKER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, as the Federal 
Government seeks to provide better 
healthcare to more Americans while reducing 
healthcare expenses, we must look at the 
benefits of preventive care programs. Edu-
cation, screening and preventive treatments 
can save patients and government significant 
heartache and expense. One area where pre-
ventive care shows tremendous promise is the 
treatment of diabetic foot complications. 
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