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DEFIBRILLATORS IN ALACHUA 

COUNTY SCHOOLS 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak on the importance and effectiveness of 
defibrillators. Heart disease kills more than 
250,000 Americans each year and many of 
these deaths result from sudden cardiac ar-
rest, SCA. The most effective treatment for 
SCA is immediate defibrillation, in which thou-
sands of lives are saved. Recognizing this 
years ago, I had the honor of working with the 
American Heart Association, AHA, in devel-
oping legislation addressing SCA. This co-
operation led to the Cardiac Arrest Survival 
Act. Now, I am pleased to see that the AHA 
is donating, to Alachua County, Florida, 
defibrillators to be placed in each public 
school in Alachua County. The move comes in 
light of two incidents earlier this school year, 
in which area high school students collapsed. 
In Florida, nearly 12,800 people suffer a car-
diac arrest each year, and 95 percent of them 
die. AHA’s goal is to increase the survival rate 
from 5 to 20 percent and I support and stand 
behind them in reaching this end. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO POPE BENEDICT XVI 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute 
to a man who embodies the values of strength 
and wisdom. Seventeen days after Pope John 
Paul II sadly succumbed to illnesses related to 
Parkinson’s disease, the Catholic community 
and the world witnessed the ascension of a 
new leader, former Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, 
to the papacy. 

Today, I join millions of Catholics around the 
world in celebrating the election of Pope 
Benedict XVI and know that His Holiness will 
continue to lead our church with the integrity 
and compassion exhibited by the dearly de-
parted Pope John Paul II. 

Since 1981, Pope Benedict XVI has led the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
where his deep-seated religious beliefs played 
an enormous role in stabilizing the Catholic 
Church and community. He was a close con-
fidant of Pope John Paul II and is known to all 
as a respected scholar and teacher of the 
Catholic faith. 

For over 54 years, Pope Benedict XVI has 
dedicated himself to his God and his creed. 
He studied at St. Michael’s seminary in 
Traunstein, Germany in the 1940s and be-
lieves intimately in church doctrine and the or-
thodoxy of Catholicism. As the first German 
pope since the 11th century, he will continue 
the legacy of advocating for peace, social jus-
tice, and the dignity of the human spirit. 

Pope Benedict is a steadfast believer in reli-
gious freedom and respect among all people 
of this world. He has a vision of how the 
Catholic Church will shape our world and fu-

ture and will teach with humility and lead with 
grace. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the Church for their 
decision to elect Pope Benedict XVI to this 
special and divine position. I am happy to 
have him as my spiritual leader and guide and 
hope that others will celebrate the new pope 
of the Catholic Church. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TRAVIS R. VOGEL 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Travis R. Vogel, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 633, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. Travis received 
his Eagle Award on March 5, 2005 at an 
Eagle Court of Honor in Platte Woods, Mis-
souri. 

Travis has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Travis has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. He is truly an exem-
plary Scout. 

For his Eagle project, Travis remodeled the 
walls of the VFW basement. Travis installed 
new window well frames, and installed new 
siding—which he also painted—on the exte-
rior. His work on the interior included new 
drywall, patching existing wall surfaces, 
texturing and painting the walls, and adding a 
chair rail. The project provided the VFW with 
a nicer looking space, and the window framing 
in particular will help the VFW save on energy 
costs. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Travis R. Vogel for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. STEPHEN 
ADUBATO, SR. AND DR. STEPHEN 
ADUBATO, JR., RECIPIENTS OF 
THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND’S 
‘‘TREE OF LIFE’’ AWARD 

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with great pleasure to honor representatives of 
two generations of an extraordinarily talented 
family from the great state of New Jersey, Mr. 
Stephen Adubato, Sr., and his son, Dr. Ste-
phen Adubato, Jr. Both members of this truly 
remarkable father-and-son team are to be pre-
sented with the Tree of Life Award by the 
Jewish National Fund on June 1, 2005 in Liv-
ingston, New Jersey. The Adubatos, as well 

as the former Governor, the very Honorable 
Thomas Kean, Sr. and his distinguished son, 
New Jersey State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., 
have been chosen to receive this prestigious 
honor for compiling such exemplary records of 
public service. Past recipients have included 
such outstanding public servants as United 
States Senator JON CORZINE, Representative 
BILL PASCRELL, two former Governors of the 
State of New Jersey, and corporate leaders 
Ted Turner and Donald Trump. 

Mr. Adubato, Sr., is the founder and Execu-
tive Director of the North Ward Center, New-
ark Business Training Institute, The Robert 
Treat Academy Charter School and Casa 
Israel. His life’s work has demonstrated to the 
people of his native city, Newark, and the en-
tire state of New Jersey, just what one dedi-
cated, brilliant, and courageous man can ac-
complish to improve his community’s edu-
cational, civic, and cultural life. Mr. Adubato, 
Sr., has also served as a teacher, supervisor, 
and counselor for the Newark Board of Edu-
cation, an instructor and consultant at Rutgers 
University, a consultant to New Jersey’s Chan-
cellor of Higher Education, and Director of Ex-
ternal Affairs at the University of Medicine and 
Dentistry of New Jersey. 

Like his father, Dr. Stephen Adubato, Jr., 
has also compiled a distinguished career as a 
four-time Emmy Award-winning broadcaster, 
best-selling author and motivational speaker. 
In the mid–1980s, at the age of 26, he served 
as New Jersey’s youngest state legislator. 
Since then, he has been seen on-air as an ex-
pert commentator for MSNBC, the FOX News 
Channel, WABC-TV, and WNET, the leading 
public television station in the Greater New 
York City metropolitan area. In 1995, Dr. 
Adubato started a company called ‘‘Stand and 
Deliver’’ that is geared to helping people be-
come better communicators. In 1999, he 
founded ‘‘Stand and Deliver: Communication 
Tools for Tomorrow’s Leaders,’’ a non-profit 
program which provides many young people 
with the communications tools they need to 
become better citizens and to more effectively 
compete for and succeed in the growingly 
complex job market. He currently hosts two 
shows on public television, ‘‘Caucus New Jer-
sey,’’ an Emmy Award-winning public affairs 
television series and ‘‘Inside Trenton,’’ an in-
sightful and innovative news program that cov-
ers public affairs on a weekly basis. 

Founded in 1901, the Jewish National Fund 
is one of the premier organizations in the 
world devoted to the welfare of the people and 
land of Israel. The Tree of Life Award is a hu-
manitarian award that the Fund presents to in-
dividuals in appreciation of their outstanding 
community involvement, their dedication to the 
cause of American-Israeli friendship, and their 
devotion to peace and security. The award 
recognizes outstanding leaders for their 
achievements and innovations in industry, 
government and education. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the out-
standing contributions to New Jersey’s civic 
life made by Mr. Stephen Adubato, Sr., and 
Dr. Stephen Adubato, Jr., and to acknowledge 
their lifetime of good works, as well as those 
of former Governor Thomas Kean, Sr., and 
State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. Individuals 
such as these make me proud to be a New 
Jerseyan and proud to call these wonderful 
people my friends. 
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF PRISCILLA DIAZ, JEFFERSON 
ELEMENTARY TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Priscilla 
Diaz, Jefferson Elementary Teacher of the 
Year. 

Ms. Diaz did not start out in education; origi-
nally, she received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Management from Texas A&M Uni-
versity at Kingsville. She later returned to 
school at Southwest Texas State University, 
where she received her Master’s in Education. 

Priscilla Diaz is one of Jefferson 
Elementary’s newer teachers, with three years 
of teaching experience. Already, however, she 
is making an impact in her profession, and 
changing the lives of her fourth-grade stu-
dents. 

Ms. Diaz believes in the importance of help-
ing her students develop strong character. 
She teaches her children to be accountable 
for their actions, to have pride in themselves, 
and to fulfill the responsibilities that are as-
signed to them. She feels that teaching is a 
unique profession: both a privilege and a chal-
lenge. 

Ms. Priscilla Diaz has accomplished a great 
deal thus far, and she has a bright future 
ahead of her in education. By helping our chil-
dren grow up as responsible and productive 
citizens, she is doing a tremendous favor to all 
of us. I am proud to have had the opportunity 
to recognize her for her dedication. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MS. PEGGY 
STEWART 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
today I extend congratulations and thanks to 
Ms. Peggy Stewart, a teacher at Vernon 
Township High School in Sussex County, New 
Jersey. Ms. Stewart, who teaches and resides 
in the Fifth Congressional District, was se-
lected from nominees across the state to re-
ceive the 2004–2005 New Jersey Teacher of 
the Year award. 

This week, Ms. Stewart and other distin-
guished teachers from around the country are 
in Washington to be recognized. 

Since she began teaching at Vernon Town-
ship High School in 1991, Ms. Stewart has re-
ceived numerous awards and citations for her 
excellence in the classroom. She’s been noted 
in ‘‘Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers,’’ 
and was recognized as a premier humanities 
instructor by the New Jersey Council for the 
Humanities. 

In selecting Ms. Stewart for this honor, the 
New Jersey Board of Education cited her indi-
vidualistic approach to her students and her 
persistence in creating well-rounded experi-
ences to develop her students’ sense of citi-
zenship. 

I want to congratulate Ms. Stewart of 
Vernon Township High School for being se-

lected for this prestigious honor. She is a 
credit to New Jersey and a credit to our many 
outstanding educators. 

Historian Henry Adams said, ‘‘A teacher af-
fects eternity; he can never tell where his influ-
ence stops.’’ We know that Ms. Stewart’s work 
to engage young adults and encourage their 
development as informed, involved and 
thoughtful citizens will benefit our community 
for generations to come. Today, I am honored 
to join in the applause for one of the Nation’s 
great teachers—Ms. Peggy Stewart. We are 
grateful for your dedication to providing New 
Jersey children with an outstanding education. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SPENCER PRESTON 
HARRIS FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Spencer Preston Harris of Platte 
City, Missouri, a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351, and in 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Spencer has been a part of Troop 351 for 
5 years, and during that time period he has 
served in a variety of leadership positions. He 
has served his troop as Patrol Leader, Quar-
termaster, Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, Li-
brarian, and finally Senior Patrol Leader. Dur-
ing that time period, he earned 45 merit 
badges and the God and Church Medal. In 
addition to the numerous leadership positions 
and merit badges, Spencer is a Brotherhood 
Member in the Order of the Arrow, a Warrior 
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, and spent 5 years 
at the H. Roe Bartle Scout Reservation. Spen-
cer also participated in Junior Leader Basic 
Training and World Conservation, has 38 total 
service hours, 98 nights camping, and 50 
miles hiking. He is truly an exemplary Scout. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Spencer folded, 
repaired, and boxed 47,000 American Flags 
that decorate graves at the Leavenworth, Kan-
sas military cemetery. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Spencer Preston Harris for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING PROVIDENCE PEDI-
ATRIC MEDICAL DAY CARE, INC. 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Providence Pediatric Medical Day Care, 
Inc., for its valuable service to New Jersey’s 
most medically challenged children. Provi-
dence provides world class medical day care 
with ongoing monitoring and assessment by 
professional nurses for a broad range of ill-
nesses and medical conditions. Serving an 
overwhelmingly inner city infant population, the 

company works with parents to help advise 
them on health conditions and care standards 
that can be followed at home. 

On April 22nd, 2005, Providence will hold 
an official grand opening of its new corporate 
office in West Berlin, New Jersey. They cur-
rently employ 65 professional staff, and oper-
ate three pediatric medical daycare centers in 
Camden, Lawnside, and Pleasantville, New 
Jersey. 

Mr. Speaker, Providence Pediatric provides 
essential services to some of the neediest 
people in our community. I applaud them for 
their hard work, and I wish everyone at Provi-
dence the best of luck in their new office. 

f 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF CAROL HARWOOD PATLAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Carol Har-
wood, the Patlan Elementary School Teacher 
of the Year. 

Carol Harwood is a highly qualified bilingual 
first grade teacher at Patlan Elementary. She 
received her Associate Degree from Sullins 
College in Virginia, and later earned both a 
Bachelor’s Degree from SMU, and a Masters 
Degree from Texas Woman’s University. 

She has spent the last 28 years gaining val-
uable experience in education, serving both 
our youth and our community. Carol Harwood 
worked as an assistant elementary school 
principal in both Dallas and Port Isabel before 
returning to teaching at Patlan Elementary. 

As a bilingual first grade teacher, Ms. Har-
wood understands the unique needs of our 
students. Her passion for teaching is com-
plemented by both her years of experience, 
and her unique perspective as a former school 
administrator. Carol Harwood is currently 
being honored as the Patlan Elementary 
School Teacher of the Year. 

It is an honor to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Carol Harwood of Patlan Elementary 
School. Her dedication and love of teaching 
has helped to ensure that our children are the 
real winners. 

f 

REGARDING THE DIABETIC FOOT 
COMPLICATION AND LOWER EX-
TREMITY AMPUTATION REDUC-
TION ACT OF 2005 

HON. RICHARD H. BAKER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 20, 2005 

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, as the Federal 
Government seeks to provide better 
healthcare to more Americans while reducing 
healthcare expenses, we must look at the 
benefits of preventive care programs. Edu-
cation, screening and preventive treatments 
can save patients and government significant 
heartache and expense. One area where pre-
ventive care shows tremendous promise is the 
treatment of diabetic foot complications. 
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