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“To each of these and far too many
more defensive responses, his faithful
defenders, especially those who have
bathed regularly under the campaign
money spigot he controls, shout a loud
“amen’ and accuse the Times and Post
of mounting a liberal smear campaign.

“But the ranks of DeLay’s defenders
shrink almost daily, as they should.”

The Republican-leaning Plain Dealer
then asks: “Is the Sugarland sugar
daddy the best their party has to offer
the Nation in this key leadership post?
Can they not find a fellow Republican
wise enough to avoid, in terms he
might understand, the very appearance
of evil? Can’t someone open a window
and let in a breath of integrity to blow
the growing stench out of the people’s
Chamber?”’

Words from a newspaper that en-
dorsed George Bush in 2000, the Cleve-
land Plain Dealer, April 8.

————

SANDY BERGER’S DEAL IS SHADY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, last
year, former Clinton National Security
Adviser Sandy Berger stole classified
documents from the National Archives,
five copies of an ‘“‘after-action’” memo
on the 2000 millennium terror plot, to
be precise. He later destroyed, he cut
up, three of the copies that contained
handwritten notes from administration
officials. Then, he lied about it to Fed-
eral investigators. The memo was se-
verely critical of the Clinton adminis-
tration’s handling of the incident.

Recently, we learned that Mr. Berger
made a deal with Federal officials, and
the deal was not 5 years in prison in-
stead of 10. No, he gets a slap on the
wrist in exchange for admitting he lied.

So let us just make sure we have the
score right here. Martha Stewart tells
a lie about a stock sale; she goes to
prison. Sandy Berger lies about steal-
ing and destroying national security
documents; he gets a slap on the wrist.
So send the person who lied about
money to jail, but go easy on the per-
son who lied about stolen and de-
stroyed classified documents who tried
to cover up the public record on an
issue of life and death and national se-
curity.

Justice? Sorry to say, not this time.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE DAN
PEARL

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to the honorable Dan Pearl.

Mayor Pearl retired in 1972 to the
town of Sunrise, Florida, in Broward
County after having served 30 years as
a parole officer with the New York Di-
vision of Parole.
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In 1979, he was first elected to the
Sunrise City Council and later served
as mayor and deputy mayor. It was
during his tenure as mayor that Sun-
rise made the transition from a strong-
mayor system to a professionalized
city government administered by a
city manager.

In appreciation of his tireless service
to his community, county officials
took the unprecedented step of naming
the Oakland Park Boulevard Library
after Mayor Pearl in 1993.

Those of us who had the pleasure of
working with Mayor Pearl will always
remember his contributions and in-
sights as a public servant. He was a
member of numerous boards and orga-
nizations, including the Florida League
of Cities, the Gold Coast League of Cit-
ies, the Broward Planning Council, the
South Florida Regional Planning Coun-
cil, and the American Cancer Society.

His death in 1996 was a tremendous
loss to his family, colleagues, and the
citizens of south Florida; but we will
always remember the warmth, sin-
cerity, and friendliness of Dan Pearl
that he shared with everyone.

On behalf of the people of south Flor-
ida, it is my honor to salute the life
and legacy of Mayor Dan Pearl.

————

END THE TYRANNY OF ANXIETY
OF APRIL 15

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, it is
April 13; and to my fellow American
procrastinators I say, 2 days and count-
ing, until tax day, April 15.

In 2003 alone, Americans spent $203
billion just preparing our taxes, let
alone paying for them. Madam Speak-
er, 1 billion hours in annual paperwork
has been added to tax preparation in
just the last 10 years.

Think of these comparisons: in 2003,
your 1040 form is 73 lines long. In 1935
it was 34 lines long. In 2003, your 1040
booklet was 131 pages. When it was cre-
ated in 1935, it was 2 pages.

Are we having fun yet? I say no.

Today we will scrap the death tax,
and well we should. But while we are at
it, let this majority rededicate itself to
scrap the code, to create a new flatter
and fairer and simpler system that
ends the tyranny of April 15 on the
American people, a tyranny of anxiety.

———

ETHICS ISSUES SHOULD BE AD-
DRESSED IN THE HOUSE COM-
MITTEE ON STANDARDS OF OF-
FICIAL CONDUCT

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, the
ethics of this House, the people’s
House, and this leadership have been
questioned.

Madam Speaker, the leadership of
the majority is being investigated by
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no more than 15 newspaper investiga-
tive reporters. And while all this hap-
pens, the Committee on Standards of
Official Conduct, our Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct, stands
silent, locked tighter than a drum,
deadlocked. This time, the majority
cannot blame anyone but themselves.
They cannot blame the Democratic
Party.

The majority threw out the rules and
House ethics. They removed the former
Chair because of his independence and
changed the rules to make delay and
denial easier and facts harder to find.

The ethics issues that are being in-
vestigated need to be addressed, and
where they should be addressed is in
the House Committee on Standards of
Official Conduct.

The Republicans need to break this
logjam and make the Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct the most
respected committee in the Congress,
instead of the partisan political tool
that it has become.

——————

MAJORITY AGENDA UNFAIR AND
UNAMERICAN

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, the House majority today is
about to increase our deficit by $290
billion. We are going to offer an alter-
native; but they will reject that alter-
native so that they can take care of
three-tenths of 1 percent of the very
wealthiest people in this country. For
the difference in cost, you could re-
store food stamps to 300,000 families;
you could restore medical care to the 7
million poor elderly people in the nurs-
ing homes that you just cut from the
Medicaid program; you could restore
300,000 day care slots for poor children.

These are people who suffer from the
accident of birth and, in many cases,
only because of the accident of birth;
in order to reward a handful of families
who are advantaged by the accident of
birth, who have the very best edu-
cation, the very best contacts, the very
best prospects for economic success,
and yet we will take billions, tens of
billions, hundreds of billions of dollars
out of Federal revenue to reward that
three-tenths of 1 percent. That is un-
fair, and it is un-American. This was
envisioned as a Nation of equal oppor-
tunity, not one of inherited aristoc-
racy.

———

BRING BACK INTEGRITY TO THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to discuss the Republican
majority’s ongoing disregard for the
democratic process in the TUnited
States House of Representatives.

In the last Congress, the arrogance of
power coming from the other side of
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