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thing that troubled him was that the
United States would not respond back
to his declaration of war. It seemed
like the United States was a sleeping
giant, and it would not be until the
bloodiest alarm of 9/11 that the giant
would finally awake.

And now, to the present. There is
positive news in this war on terror. We
have rooted out al Qaeda in its caves in
Afghanistan. We have killed or cap-
tured nearly 75 percent of the leader-
ship. We have liberated Afghanistan
and held free elections for the first
time in the country’s history, and we
have liberated Iraq. We know that
Zarqawi in Iraq has significant ties to
bin Laden. We know that al Qaeda
today says it has the right to kill 4
million Americans, 2 million of them
children. It is a threat that we take
very serious today, and it is a threat
that we are responding to.

We have seen significant and positive
developments in terms of the Syrians
pulling out of Lebanon.

Rarely in the history of the world has
freedom moved so swiftly through a re-
gion. In places where oppression, tyr-
anny and inhumane treatment once
flourished, we now find nations waking
up to the reality of self-ruled govern-
ments and the benefits that come with
their new democracies. In Iraq for the
first time in more than a generation,
people are speaking up for or ques-
tioning governments, a new right for
many of them. And this discourse is oc-
curring not in closed rooms or the hid-
den chambers of a dictator’s prison,
but in the legislative halls of a free
Iraq and Afghanistan.

As recently as this week, we as a
Congress passed an emergency wartime
supplemental bill. We have an oppor-
tunity to continue our commitment to
the brave fighting men and women who
are helping ensure this birth of democ-
racy by providing the necessary tools
to protect themselves, by providing the
body armor that they need, by pro-
viding the armed Humvees that they
need, and by increasing death benefits
from $12,000 to $100,000.

The United States Government and
Coalition Forces have trained and
equipped nearly 82,000 Iraqi police and
highway patrol officers, and along with
soldiers, the United States and its al-
lies are well on the way to helping
Iraqis defend and protect themselves in
their own country.

In all, more than 142,000 Iraqi police
officers and soldiers, many of whom
have already taken over the respon-
sibilities of protecting their freedom,
have received training. About 130,000 of
those troops helped ensure the success
of the Iraqi elections, some even died
to protect those vital votes. Add to
that of Iraq’s 18 provinces, 12 are now
being patrolled and policed by Iraqis.
And on February 21, the 40th Iraqi Na-
tional Guard Brigade officially as-
sumed control of its area of operation
in and around Baghdad. This is the
first Iraqi brigade to stand alone and
have direct control over an area of op-
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eration. While the Coalition Partners
continue to advise the brigade, the
areas will be under complete Iraqi con-
trol.

With the $5.7 billion proposed to
train Iraqi troops in the supplemental
budget, we are making a confident in-
vestment in a nation that will uphold
the democracy those in those lands
have fought so hard for.

But our need to help spread freedom
also includes Afghanistan. We voted on
a $1.3 billion investment to be made
there to stabilize this emerging democ-
racy and eventually reduce U.S. forces
in the area. We have seen American
forces quietly making tremendous
progress in a land which for so long had
none. Already, Americans have trained
36,000 national and local Afghani police
officers, 1,000 border security agents
and 400 highway patrol officers. Coali-
tion Forces have set up six training lo-
cations to make it efficient to train
these troops, and we must remember
by training these troops we are spread-
ing and securing democracy, and there-
fore making us safer here at home.
With each and every Iraqi and Afghani-
stan troop trained, America is one step
closer to bringing its sons, its daugh-
ters, its husbands and wives home for
good.

I would like to close with a very pow-
erful story. It is a story of Janet and
Bill Norwood. It is the story of Ser-
geant Byron Norwood. As many Mem-
bers recall, at the State of the Union,
Mr. and Mrs. Norwood sat right over
there. The President talked about how
their son, Byron, lost his life. He lost
his life in an incredibly brave story. He
rescued seven Marines held hostage by
insurgents. He saved seven Marines’
lives from the insurgence in Iraq, and
paid the ultimate sacrifice in the proc-
ess. It was a defining moment in the
State of the Union, the warm embrace
between Janet Norwood and Safia from
Iraq.

I would like to close by reading a
card that I received from Mrs. Nor-
wood. With each parent I have talked
to who lost a loved one in Iraq, they all
said the same thing, ‘“Finish the job.”

This is a picture of Sergeant Byron
Norwood. And in the card written to
me, Mrs. Norwood said, ‘“‘Dear Rep-
resentative MCCAUL.

“We want you to know how much we
have appreciated your visits to our
home. It was a pleasure to meet you
and Linda and to be able to share more
about Byron with you. Knowing that
you and so many other Americans
honor and respect his sacrifice helps
greatly to ease our sorrow.

“Thank you also for the flags. The
one that was flown over the Capitol on
the day that Byron died will always
have a special place in a beautifully
displayed box with other treasures
from Byron’s Marine Corps service. He
would be so amazed and so proud.

“The whole idea of the Post Office
naming is such a stunning honor. One
of the things we worried about was
that people would soon forget about
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Byron. If your bill passes, that will
never happen, and that is such a great
comfort.

“If you ever become aware of any
way I can be of service in my new role
as a Gold Star Mother, either to the
government or to the Gold Star Moms,
please let me know. Sincerely, Janet.”

Mr. Speaker, this is what it is all
about. This brings this war on terror
home to the homes of every family in
this Nation, and it is a war that we will
prevail in.

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for his pro-
found words. No more powerful words
can be spoken than those of a mother
who has lost a son, whose blood was
shed literally to protect our freedoms,
the lives of his fellow men.

In the words of our Lord, We share no
greater love as a person than he who
lays down his life for his friends.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. COBLE (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of attend-
ing a funeral.

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at
the request of Mr. DELAY) for today
after 4:00 p.m. on account of illness.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CARDOZA, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. COOPER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. Ross, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ScoTT of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. BoyD, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SALAZAR, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California,
for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CUELLAR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. BLUMENAUER,
today.

Mr. CASE, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mrs. BLACKBURN) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mrs. BLACKBURN,
today.

Mr. MURPHY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WELDON of Florida, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. KIRK, for 56 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

for 5 minutes,

for 5 minutes,
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