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And Madam Speaker, I rise to wind
up talking about our Chester County
girls basketball team. They have had a
tremendous season, and Saturday night
these young women won the Tennessee
AA State Championship.

We know that great basketball brings
small towns together across Tennessee,
and in Henderson they have been com-
ing together for years to watch the
Eaglettes hit the hardwood. And while
dedicated to their team, the fans have
been waiting nearly 3 decades to take
another shot at that title. The wait is
over.

After 27 years the Eaglettes carried
home the State championship trophy
and had three players make the State
All tournament team. One was the
MVP, the other Tennessee’s Miss Bas-
ketball. Congratulations to all of the
team members.

Madam Speaker, we want to say con-
gratulations to all these outstanding
constituents who allow us to see their
good and to praise it.

————

RECORD TRADE DEFICITS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, the
United States set a new record offi-
cially, and that is something, unfortu-
nately, which will haunt us for decades
to come, a new record trade deficit of
$665.9 billion. We have two growing cat-
egories of exports as the leading indus-
trialized nation in the world, and one is
waste. We are exporting more waste
paper, bottles, cans and things to the
world’s fastest growing industrial
giant, China, which they turn into high
value added goods and ship back to us.

Our second greatest export, or actu-
ally the greatest export is U.S. dollars.
We are borrowing $665.9 billion from
overseas producers to bring goods into
this country without adding to the eco-
nomic industrial base, in fact to the
detriment of the economic industrial
base of the United States.

Japan today holds $820 billion, China
$610 billion. China will soon eclipse
Japan. Within 3 years, China will have
a trillion dollars of IOUs from the
United States Government. They will
have not only a stranglehold over the
production of goods, because we are
buying so many things from them and
so many U.S. companies have put cap-
ital into China instead of jobs here, but
they will have a stranglehold over the
dollar.

Let us image a confrontation over
Taiwan, and the Chinese say we are not
going to take you on militarily yet, it
is 10 or 15 years until we have eclipsed
you militarily, although we have
eclipsed you industrially, but we are
going to dump dollars tomorrow. We
are going to take the dollar down to
the value of a rupee or even less. They
could threaten to dump that trillion
dollars onto the world market, cause
an economic catastrophe here at home
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and around the world. They would not
have to fire a single shot.

This administration thinks it is just
peachy. They say the U.S. is growing so
fast, that is why we have these huge
trade deficits. Yes, we are growing so
fast on borrowed money and pur-
chasing products made overseas. That
is not exactly my idea of adding to the
economic industrial base might of the
United States of America and putting
our own people into productive work.
Members wonder why wages are drop-
ping in the U.S. and people are not
doing so well, because the good jobs,
the manufacturing jobs, the high-pay-
ing jobs, the jobs with benefits, are
going to China and other unfair trading
nations.

And this administration, and to give
them some due, the last administration
was afraid to take on China on their
unfair trade practices. They can steal
products, like they have from compa-
nies in my own district, clone them in
China, including translating the U.S.
patents into Chinese, and this adminis-
tration and the last will not lift a fin-
ger to stop that. This administration
said bring them to the WTO, rules-
based trade, and then we will go after
them. They have only filed one com-
plaint against China. The billions that
they are pirating from our companies,
one complaint and who was it for,
Pfizer, the big drug company, the only
company that this administration
would file a complaint at the WTO on
behalf of, not the electronics company
in my district, not the wood products
company in my district, not other com-
panies all across America who are
being pirated by the Chinese, just
Pfizer who could probably take care of
themselves, but these other little guys
cannot.

We have a failed trade policy in this
country. We cannot continue to borrow
here at home, $1.3 million a minute
with our current account deficit to run
the government, and borrowing $2 bil-
lion a day from overseas from coun-
tries that are potential future enemies,
or at least competitors, like China. It
is crazy. It is not sustainable.

Even the great guru, Alan Greenspan,
the head political economic hack in
this town, has said it is not sustain-
able. When will this administration
wake up?

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GUTKNECHT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. MUR-
PHY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MURPHY. Madam Speaker, let
me talk about something good for
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America. Community health centers
offer primary and preventive health
care services to everyone, including
low-income, underinsured and unin-
sured families. While low-income indi-
viduals have access to Medicaid and
the elderly and the disabled have ac-
cess to Medicare, uninsured and under-
insured families often delay seeing a
doctor or turn to emergency depart-
ments where treatment is several
times more expensive.

Community health centers, however,
provide comprehensive and preventive
care that adjusts charges for patient
care according to family income. The
Federal Government spends over $23
billion a year to offset losses incurred
by hospitals for patients unable to pay
their bills, and the Department of
Health and Human Services tell us that
medical care at community health cen-
ters cost only about $1.30 per pay per
patient served. In fact, medical care at
community health centers is around
$250 less than the average annual ex-
penditure for an office-based medical
provider.

In short, community health centers
offer an affordable source of quality
health care, but the problem is we need
more of them. The President has pro-
posed a $304 million increase for com-
munity health center programs to cre-
ate 1,200 new or expanded sites to serve
an additional 6.1 million people by next
year. In order to meet that goal, the
centers must double their workforce by
adding double the clinicians by 2006.
Hiring that many doctors would be
costly, but encouraging more to volun-
teer would help to meet this need.
While many physicians are willing to
volunteer their services at these cen-
ters, they often hesitate due to the
high cost of medical liability insur-
ance. As a result, there are too few vol-
unteer physicians to meet our health
care needs.

By comparison, volunteer physicians
at free health clinics and paid physi-
cians at community health centers al-
ready receive comprehensive medical
liability coverage under the Federal
Tort Claims Act, or FTCA.

Accordingly, I am introducing the
Community Health Center Volunteer
Physician Protection Act of 2005 to ex-
tend the medical liability protections
of FTCA to volunteer physicians at
community health centers. These pro-
tections are necessary to ensure that
the centers can continue to play an im-
portant role in lowering our Nation’s
health care costs and meeting the
needs for affordable and access quality
health care. The Community Health
Center Volunteer Physician Protection
Act of 2005 is supported by the National
Association of Community Health Cen-
ters, the American Medical Association
and the American Osteopathic Associa-
tion. I would encourage my colleagues
to cosponsor this important piece of
legislation to ensure access to health
care for those who need it most.
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