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need. The resolution | present here is a rec-
ognition of our responsibility to protect the
American people from the horrors of radiation
exposure as best we can.

In this era of terrorism, the ultimate fear has
always been the detonation of either a nuclear
or radiological device in an American city by
terrorists. Even a low-yield nuclear device is
capable of causing large-scale damage.

After a blast occurs the radiation that follows
is also an enormous concern.

We cannot counter the effects of a thermo-
nuclear explosion. However, science is devel-
oping countermeasures to the medical effects
of radiation exposure. These whole-body
drugs, known as radioprotectants, represent a
great step forward in protecting American citi-
zens from the horrors of terrorism in the nu-
clear age.

This resolution expresses the sense of Con-
gress that these drugs, if proven safe and ef-
fective, should be purchased and stockpiled
by the federal government at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity under Project Bioshield.

This resolution recognizes the potential
these drugs stand for, and is the first step to-
ward appropriating the first effective medical
countermeasures to radiation sickness. |
strongly urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this resolution as part of our responsi-
bility to safeguard American lives.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LANE EVANS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, on the afternoon
of March 10th until the morning of March 15th,
| was part of an official congressional delega-
tion to commemorate the 60th anniversary of
the Battle of lwo Jima. The delegation also
had official events in Guam and Hawaii. Due
to my absence | was not able to make the fol-
lowing votes and would like the record to indi-
cate that | would have voted “nay” on roll call
vote number 62. | would have voted “aye” on
roll call votes number 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, and
68.

————

TRIBUTE TO FLORIDA MEMORIAL
UNIVERSITY, AN OUTSTANDING
HBCU AND A TRULY GREAT IN-
STITUTION OF HIGHER LEARN-
ING

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that | rise to pay tribute to Florida
Memorial College, which will become Florida
Memorial University during campus cere-
monies to be held on Friday, March 18, 2005.

Founded in 1879 as the Florida Baptist Insti-
tute in Live Oak, Florida under the aegis of the
Baptist Church and the leadership of the Rev.
Matthew Gilbert, Florida Memorial is one of
the oldest academic centers in Florida. It was
later transferred to Jacksonville in 1892 as the
Florida Baptist Academy. It was on this cam-
pus that faculty member J. Rosamond John-
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son and his brother James Weldon Johnson
co-wrote “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing,” which is
now known as the Negro National Anthem.

In 1968 the College moved to Miami, Florida
where it has grown to include a student body
of 1,378 students from all over Florida, the
Nation and the Caribbean. President Dr. Albert
E. Smith has provided inspired leadership of
the institution and its 66—-member faculty. Dr.
Smith has been very effective in attracting tal-
ented professors and students, and in shaping
one of Florida’s most beautiful college cam-
puses.

Florida Memorial offers thirty-eight degree
programs through its seven academic divi-
sions. It is accredited by the Commission on
Colleges of the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools (SACS) and is recognized
by the Association of Collegiate Business
Schools and Programs (ACBSB) and the Na-
tional Council for Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE).

Throughout its glorious history, Florida Me-
morial has graduated thousands of profes-
sionals who have made history and are mak-
ing productive, innovative contributions to this
Nation and the world. It is for this reason that
this transformation from Florida Memorial Col-
lege to Florida Memorial University is genu-
inely deserved, for it manifests in no small
measure the excellence of its programs and
its significance in our community.

My best wishes to President Smith, his staff,
faculty, student body and alumni on this great
achievement. It is thrilling to imagine what this
great institution will achieve in the next 124
years.

A TRIBUTE TO SAM LAMANTIA JR.
HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker | rise today to
pay special tribute to Sam Lamantia Jr., a
man with a heart of gold who has spent 27
years raising money to help abused children.
Sam is a master barber in Baltimore, and in
1978 he almost single-handedly started the Ed
Block Courage Awards.

Sam Lamantia conceived of the award as a
way to help abused children in Baltimore.
Named for Ed Block, the athletic trainer for the
Baltimore Colts, the award was first designed
to honor one Baltimore Colt player a year.
Since then, 17 Ed Block Courage Houses
have opened in NFL cities around the Nation,
helping abused children and their families.

Sam moved with his family from Italy to Bal-
timore as a young child. In Baltimore, he grew
up playing and loving sports. As an adult, Sam
and his boyhood friends from the Eastside
Athletic Club began sponsoring sports teams
and giving back to local charities. Eventually,
they conceived of the Ed Block Courage
Award, and Sam talked many of his clients
who were members of the Baltimore Colts into
helping. Sam’s vision of giving back to the
community has now grown to include 28 NFL
teams and their players.

| hope my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives will join me in saluting Sam
Lamantia Jr., a true hero who has found a
way to help bring hope back into the lives of
abused children.

E457

RECOGNIZING VERIZON’S HISPANIC
SUPPORT ORGANIZATION

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the California Chapter of Verizon’s His-
panic Support Organization for hosting the 7th
Annual Hispanic Support Organization Na-
tional Conference. Since its establishment in
1988, the Hispanic Support Organization, a
Verizon employee resource group, has been
working to advance the professional needs of
Hispanic employees, improve the communities
where Hispanics live in, and support Verizon’s
initiatives in the Hispanic community.

It is my pleasure to recognize groups like
Verizon’s Hispanic Support Organization for
their service to the professional development
of our Latino community. This year’s theme for
the conference is called: “Construyendo
Nuestro Futuro y Destino/Building Our Future
and Our Destiny.” The Hispanic Support Orga-
nization has been doing this kind of invest-
ment in our community for more than 16
years. With the growth of the Hispanic com-
munity in the United States, it is important that
organizations keep providing opportunities for
the personal and professional development of
Hispanics.

Verizon’s Hispanic Support Organization
has done an outstanding job with their
mentorship program and scholarship program,
while at the same time providing financial as-
sistance to organizations that serve the needs
of the Hispanic community. The intellectual
and social benefit that the Hispanic Support
Organization provides to its members fosters
an environment of support and encourages
the creation of leaders in our community. |
wish the Hispanic Support Organization much
success at its conference in Los Angeles this
week and in the future.

——————

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT FOR
H.R. 1292—SPECIALLY ADAPTED
HOUSING CORRECTION

HON. STEVE BUYER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, Chapter 21 of title
38, United States Code, provides for grants to
adapt or acquire suitable housing for certain
severely disabled veterans, including veterans
who are unable to ambulate without assist-
ance. The maximum grant amount for a se-
verely disabled veteran is $50,000.

Public Law 108-183 extended eligibility for
the adaptive housing grant to severely dis-
abled servicemembers who have not yet been
processed for discharge from military service,
but who will qualify for the benefit upon dis-
charge due to the severity of their disabilities.
Prior to Public Law 108-183, qualifying
servicemembers were not allowed to apply for
or receive the grant until they were actually
discharged from military service.

Section 401 of S. 2486, Public Law 108—
454, extends eligibility for specially adapted
housing grants to veterans with permanent
and total service-connected disabilities due to
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