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children who become our young leaders
if they do not know our history?

Moreover, according to the Fordham
Institute, which seeks to focus on ef-
fective education reforms, few history
teachers ever learn much history them-
selves. More than half of high school
history teachers did not major or even
minor in history in college. As a result,
teachers charged with imparting infor-
mation to young Americans about the
history of their country and the his-
tory of the world rely on the textbooks
available to them, often textbooks that
the teachers themselves had little to
do with selecting or reading. At some
places in the United States we still use
coaches to teach history.

Mr. Speaker, this state of affairs is
why I am proud to support campaigns
like the National Anthem Project and
encourage my fellow Americans to help
us regain our appreciation for this leg-
acy. Luckily, I come from Texas where
the knowledge of our State’s history is
not neglected, but hallowed. In fact,
State standards mandate the study of
Texas history first in the fourth grade
and then more comprehensively in the
seventh grade. Lone Star students
among other topics learn about the
Texas Revolution, the establishment of
the Republic of Texas, and subsequent
annexation to the United States.

As my colleague Senator ROBERT
BYRD has said, ‘““An American student
regardless of his race, religion or gen-
der must know the history of the land
to which they pledge allegiance. They
should be taught about the Founding
Fathers of this Nation, the battles they
fought, the ideals that they cham-
pioned, and the influences they have
made throughout the world. They
should be taught about our Nation’s
failures, our mistakes, our inequities.
Without this knowledge, they cannot
appreciate the hard-won freedoms that
are our birthright.”

So, Mr. Speaker, to reclaim and be
the home of the brave and the land of
the free, as our ‘‘Star-Spangled Ban-
ner’’ recites, we must learn our his-
tory, know our history, teach our his-
tory to our kids and be proud of our
history; and we must get America sing-
ing about the United States of Amer-
ica.

———

TRANSPORTATION
REAUTHORIZATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, the last 2 days were a whirl-
wind, but I am not going to criticize
the speed in which we moved at this
time, 2005, to move TEA-21. Why? Be-
cause we have been trying for almost a
session to pass a transportation reau-
thorization bill that really provides
jobs and mobility to America. So I rise
today to applaud both Chairman YOUNG
and Ranking Member OBERSTAR for the
very complicated and complex legisla-
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tion that was passed trying to embrace
all of America: rural, urban, suburban,
all of the hamlets and counties and
large cities and small cities, all of the
true aspects of mobility in this Nation.

I heard this morning on one of our
networks, our cable networks, that in
order to address the question of an en-
ergy shortage besides the fact that I
come from Texas and we are known,
my particular district, for being the
energy capital of the world, but I think
good common sense, no matter where
you come from, would suggest that mo-
bility is an important part of energy
conservation, and mobility dealing
with trains and transit systems, buses
that are more conservation, if you will,
sensitive, electrical cars, hybrids, all of
those are on the table and I am glad to
say that as we look toward the energy
bill, we will be looking at those issues;
but the transportation bill addresses
them as well.

Let me cite, Mr. Speaker, a few of
the concerns that I have and also a few
of the accolades. Let me first of all say
that I believe that we are a United
States of America, small States and
large States. I happen to come from a
donor State. That means that we send
more money to the Federal Govern-
ment than we get back. It is not a
question of selfishness. It is a question
of spreading the wealth across the
United States per person. I am glad to
note that this good sense of the United
States House came together to increase
the donor State return so that Texas
gets more money on its return as it is
investing in the United States Govern-
ment while not hurting the smaller
States. That is the donor State equity,
and I would say that we as members of
the Texas delegation and other large
States were willing to work with the
leadership to make this happen.

Might I also say that I am dis-
appointed in all of the amendments
that came about on the toll roads.
These are roads that you pay to go on.
I know if I look at most of my con-
stituents, they wish we did not have
toll roads. But I certainly think it is
unfair if a local jurisdiction decides to
provide some sort of relief for low-in-
come workers, many of whom are driv-
ing the 1990, 1980 vintage cars, maybe
some of you have those cars, and are
day laborers or hourly workers and
really cannot afford to get to work.
They have no mass transit which we
are trying to promote. They cannot get
to work. That was passed and I hope it
is taken out in conference where local
jurisdictions can give relief, meaning a
lower rate, to those low-income work-
ers who are driving cars who are trying
to get to work. Would you not rather
have them working than to be on the
public benefit, if you will, because they
cannot get to work?

That brings me as well, Mr. Speaker,
to a provision in my constituency that
is called the Safe Clear program. It
means that you are automatically
moved off a freeway in my jurisdiction
in Houston without any option to call
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any relatives or to move in another di-
rection. It is an automatic tow. We had
an enormous crisis and many of these
tolls are on interstate highways. I hope
that we will have the monitoring of
this program, though it has been fixed
by city council and they have tried to
work with the State, they were con-
cerned, but the United States Govern-
ment Department of Transportation
should be monitoring what we call the
Safe Clear program in Houston, Texas,
in order to avoid what we call impeding
of interstate commerce.

Let me also cite a very important
issue in my district and that is Metro.
That is our mass transit that has been
struggling for 20 years to get on the
books.
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We finally got over 50 percent.

Many of you in your communities
may be facing this. You want mass
transit, and two people do not, and
those two people have been holding it
up. That is what has been happening in
Houston, Texas. I would beg of the De-
partment of Transportation not to be
engaged in politics, that is what you
are engaged in, and expedite the ap-
proval process so that people who want
to get on mass transit in jurisdictions
like Houston, Texas, and maybe other
parts of the Nation, can get an expe-
dited approval so they can move for-
ward with the dollars and get people
out of their cars and into effective
mass transit.

Our metro system now, with only 7.5
miles, has some 30,000 riders per day. It
connects the Medical Center and stu-
dents to downtown Houston. It is im-
perative that we work on that.

Again, I want to applaud those who
brought a resolution to the donor prob-
lem, and I want to likewise be mindful
of the fact that as we move towards
this bill, let us take out the poison
pills, those provisions such as not al-
lowing some individual relief, let us
take out the poison pill of not allowing
local toll jurisdictions to use their
profitable dollars to invest in other
mobility projects.

This is a good bill, but we need over-
sight, and we certainly need to move
those transit projects forward that are
sitting and waiting on the FTA’s desk.

———

ENSURING TRANSPORTATION EAR-
MARKS STAY BELOW THE LINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DENT). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. FLAKE) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the transportation
bill. I offered an amendment earlier
today, and time constraints prohibited
me from really explaining the amend-
ment, what I was seeking to do and the
problem with the bill as it currently is
or may become once it gets through
conference.

During debate on the bill, the chair-
man of the committee said that every
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