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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the distinguished public service of San
Antonio Mayor Ed Garza.

A native of San Antonio, Garza is a grad-
uate of Thomas Jefferson High School, and
still lives in the same historic Woodlawn Lake
neighborhood where he grew up. He attended
the University of Texas at Austin and Texas
A&M University, where he received a Bach-
elor's degree in Landscape Architecture. He
has retained his connection with Texas’ col-
leges, serving as an adjunct professor at the
University of Texas at San Antonio and at St.
Mary’s University.

Mr. Garza has had a tremendously produc-
tive career in public service. He served two
terms as District 7 Representative on the San
Antonio City Council, where he focused on
economic, urban, and human development.
He was elected Mayor of San Antonio, and re-
elected in 2003.

Following the attacks of September 11,
Mayor Garza collaborated with other local
elected officials to create one of the nation’s
first comprehensive city-county antiterrorism
plans, leading CNN to recognize San Antonio
as the second most prepared city in the coun-
try, after New York. He has worked to ensure
that San Antonio remains a defense leader,
and to constantly reform city government to
make it more efficient and responsive.

Mayor Garza has volunteered his time to
advocate for health and fitness in San Anto-
nio. He has helped raise awareness for orga-
nizations such as the American Diabetes As-
sociation and the Cystic Fibrosis foundation,
and has raised money for the Cancer Therapy
and Research Center and the San Antonio
Children’s Shelter.

Mr. Speaker, Ed Garza is an exemplary
public servant. His work has made San Anto-
nio safer, healthier, more efficient and more
prosperous. | am proud to have the chance to
thank him here today for all he has done for
his fellow Texans.

———

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
COMMANDER GRADY JAY WIL-
LIAMS

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker,

Whereas, Commander Williams is a life
member of the Sons of AMVETS Squadron
95; and

Whereas, Commander Williams has held all
offices at the local level and was instrumental
in projects such as Adopt a Highway, Christ-
mas Baskets for the needy, and the ‘Thank a
Vet’ program; and

Whereas, Commander Williams also served
as the Sons of AMVETS 12th District as 1st
Vice Membership and Commander, during
which time he developed a positive rapport
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with veterans’ facilities in Ohio and worked
with the program ‘Robes for Vets,” which
places a warm bathrobe for each veteran in
each of the Veterans Affairs facilities in Ohio;
and

Whereas, Commander Williams is a loving
husband to his wife, Cindy, and father to his
children, Britney, Sarah, and Cassie.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District in commending
Commander Grady Jay Williams for his un-
wavering service to the Sons of AMVETS.

——

A TRIBUTE TO THE GIRL SCOUTS
OF WHISPERING OAKS COUNCIL
WOMEN OF DISTINCTION: KAY

LLEWELLYN, REBECCA
JOWORSKI CORTEZ, THERESE
SCHEY
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Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to three outstanding women in my
district whose contributions to their commu-
nities have been recognized by an outstanding
organization in my district.

Kay Llewellyn, Rebecca Joworski Cortez
and Therese Schey were named Women of
Distinction by the Girl Scouts of Whispering
Oaks Council. This prestigious award, be-
stowed annually for the past 12 years, recog-
nizes three community, business and edu-
cational leaders who are role models for
young women.

Ms. Llewellyn has taught sixth grade at
Pleasantdale Middle School in Burr Ridge for
23 years, specializing in science instruction.
She has also counseled young women from
less advantaged backgrounds to help them
establish educational and career goals. Her
advice to young women is simple, yet time-
less: “Being true to yourself and your beliefs
and morals is never easy. But in the end that’s
what makes one a stronger person.”

Ms. Cortez is a graphic designer with the
world renowned Field Museum and has
worked with several Chicago museums and
the Brookfield Zoo in my District. She has vol-
unteered extensively at Forest Road School in
La Grange Park, especially with sixth grade
art classes in developing an annual Art Leg-
acy Project. She believes that “Young women
today—and young men, for that matter—need
to value themselves and be aware of their
self-worth. They need to respect themselves
and have the courage to walk away from
wrong choices.”

Ms. Schey represents the highest level of
community service. She has lent her time and
talents to several organizations including: the
American Legion Robert E. Coulter Post La-
dies Auxiliary; the Girl Scouts; the Countryside
Women’s Club; the Parent and Community
Network; and she coordinated a drive to sup-
ply American troops in Irag with a few comfort
items, like sun block. Ms. Schey also finds
time to serve as a part-time director of the St.
Cletus School After Care Program. She tells
young women that “You need to have faith,
confidence and trust in yourself. Keep yourself
informed by reading, use of the Internet and
staying aware of what is going on around
you.”
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Mr. Speaker, | salute these three Women of
Distinction, and give them my best wishes for
continued success as role models for our
young people.
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Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, | regret that |
was unable to participate in votes on the floor
of the House of Representatives on March 8
and 9, 2005. | was absent to attend the fu-
neral of a relative back in South Dakota. | sub-
mit this statement today to establish for the
record how | would have voted had | been
present for these votes.

On March 8, 2005, the House of Represent-
atives held three votes.

The first vote held was on approval of
House Journal. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on that question.

The second vote was on a motion to sus-
pend the rules and agree to the H.R. 133, a
resolution providing funds for continuing ex-
penses of standing and select committees of
the House of Representatives during the
month of April, 2005. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on that question.

The final vote was on motion to suspend the
rules and agree to the H.R. 122, a resolution
expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives regarding the study of languages
and supporting the designation of a Year of
Languages. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on that question.

On March 9, 2005, the House of Represent-
atives held five votes.

The first vote held was roll No. 56 on an
amendment by Mr. CONAWAY which would
have exempted commercial motor vehicle op-
erators working in field operations for the nat-
ural gas and oil industry from Federal hours-
of-service rules. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on that question.

The second vote held was roll No. 57, on an
amendment by Mr. MORAN of Kansas to ex-
pand the types of agricultural commodities
covered by the bil’s exemption from the 2003
hours-of-service regulations to include live-
stock, food, feed, fiber and other farm prod-
ucts. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on that question.

The third vote held was roll No. 58, on an
amendment by Mr. OSBORNE of Nebraska that
would grant the State of Nebraska the author-
ity to harmonize its vehicle length limits with
those of surrounding states during the grain
harvest season. | strongly support this amend-
ment and, had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on that question.

The fourth vote was roll No. 59, on an
amendment by Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota that
would have prevented States and localities
from collecting tolls on exiting highways. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea” on
that question.

The fifth vote was roll No. 60, on an amend-
ment by Mr. GRAVES that would have elimi-
nated “vicarious liability” language under cer-
tain State laws for motor vehicle rental and
leasing companies. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay” on that question.
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