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Whereas Rafiq Hariri served as Prime Min-

ister of Lebanon for a total of 10 years since 
the end of the Lebanese war in 1991; 

Whereas Rafiq Hariri helped revitalize the 
economy of Lebanon and rebuild its shat-
tered infrastructure and pioneered and di-
rected the rebirth of Beirut’s historic down-
town district; 

Whereas Rafiq Hariri stepped down as 
Prime Minister on October 20, 2004; 

Whereas Syria maintains at least 14,000 
troops and a large number of intelligence 
personnel in Lebanon; 

Whereas there is widespread opposition in 
Lebanon to the continuing Syrian presence 
in Lebanon; 

Whereas the United Nations Security 
Council issued a Presidential Statement 
(February 15, 2005) condemning the terrorist 
bombing that killed Rafiq Hariri and calling 
on ‘‘the Lebanese Government to bring to 
justice the perpetrators, organizers and 
sponsors of this heinous terrorist act’’; 

Whereas United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1559 (September 2, 2004) calls for 
the political independence and sovereignty 
of Lebanon, the withdrawal of foreign forces 
from Lebanon, and the disarmament of all 
militias in Lebanon; 

Whereas Syria is the main supporter of the 
terrorist group Hezbollah, the only signifi-
cant remaining armed militia in Lebanon; 

Whereas Hezbollah supports Palestinian 
terrorist groups and poses a threat to the 
prospects for peace in the Middle East; 

Whereas the Syria Accountability and Leb-
anese Sovereignty Restoration Act of 2003 (22 
U.S.C. 2151 note) was enacted into law on De-
cember 12, 2003; and 

Whereas the President has recalled the 
United States Ambassador to Syria for ur-
gent consultations: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the cowardly and despicable 

assassination of Rafiq Hariri, the former 
Prime Minister of Lebanon; 

(2) extends condolences to Prime Minister 
Hariri’s family and the people of Lebanon; 

(3) supports United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1559 (September 2, 2004), which 
calls for the withdrawal of all foreign forces 
from Lebanon; 

(4) urges the President to seek a United 
Nations Security Council resolution that es-
tablishes an independent investigation into 
the assassination; 

(5) urges the President to consider impos-
ing sanctions under the Syria Accountability 
and Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration Act 
of 2003 (22 U.S.C. 2151 note); and 

(6) supports the call of the Lebanese people 
for an end to Syria’s presence in Lebanon, 
and for free and fair elections monitored by 
international observers. 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, my reso-
lution, S. Res. 63, calls for an inter-
national investigation into Monday’s 
assassination of Prime Minister Rafiq 
Hariri of Lebanon. The resolution also 
urges the President to take steps to 
pressure Syria to leave Lebanon. 

I am pleased that Senators LUGAR, 
REID, LEVIN, DODD, CORZINE, ALLEN, 
and CHAFEE have joined in co-spon-
soring this resolution. 

The despicable murder of Rafiq 
Hariri has deprived Lebanon of a dedi-
cated and effective leader. 

It also is an attempt at intimidating 
the Lebanese people and pushing the 
country backward toward chaos. It 
must not succeed. 

In Lebanon and beyond, many sus-
pect that Syria is responsible. That’s 
understandable—Syria has an exten-

sive intelligence and military presence 
in Lebanon, its opposition to Hariri is 
well known, and it continues to play a 
destabilizing role in Lebanese affairs. 

Syria must get out of Lebanon—now. 
Prime Minister Hariri’s emergence as 

an opponent to Syrian meddling in 
Lebanon was seen as a serious threat in 
Damascus. The fact that he was a Mus-
lim holding such opinions was even 
more problematic, as this reflects the 
spread of anti-Syrian sentiment in re-
cent years beyond the Maronite Chris-
tian community. 

Cooperation across confessional lines 
in Lebanon complicates the ability of 
Syria to maintain its grip over Leba-
nese affairs. 

That is why Syria forced Prime Min-
ister Hariri to resign last October. And 
that is why Syria, through its Leba-
nese allies, had been trying to dilute 
Hariri’s influence by redrawing elec-
toral districts ahead of parliamentary 
elections due later this Spring. 

The resolution I have introduced con-
demns the assassination, extends con-
dolences to Mr. Hariri’s family and the 
Lebanese people; it demands that Syria 
immediately withdraw its troops and 
intelligence personnel from Lebanon; it 
urges the President ask the United Na-
tions Security Council to go beyond 
Tuesday’s statement condemning the 
assassination by passing a resolution 
establishing an independent investiga-
tion. 

I would add parenthetically that 
many in Lebanon are skeptical of an 
investigation that would be carried out 
by a government they perceive as tak-
ing its orders from Syria. 

The resolution urges the President to 
consider imposing additional sanctions 
under the Syria Accountability Act. 

Finally, it supports the call of the 
Lebanese people for an end to Syria’s 
presence in Lebanon, and for free and 
fair elections for parliament this 
Spring monitored by international ob-
servers. 

Mr. President, I’d like to add a word 
about what this resolution does not do. 
It does not in any way, shape, or form 
even hint at supporting the use of force 
against Syria. 

I think it is important to state that 
clearly, given the mistrust of many in 
Congress over the administration’s in-
tentions after the mishandling of Iraq. 

The intent of this resolution is to en-
courage the President to work with the 
international community to inves-
tigate the assassination and to use dip-
lomatic pressure for Syria to leave 
Lebanon. 

In fact, this tragic incident offers an 
opportunity to work closely with 
France. It was French-U.S. cooperation 
which resulted in the passage of a 
United Nations Security Council reso-
lution last September calling for the 
withdrawal of all foreign forces from 
Lebanon. And just yesterday President 
Chirac made a personal visit to Leb-
anon to console Hariri’s family. I com-
mend him for this important gesture. 

I urge President Bush to use his 
meeting with President Chirac on Mon-

day to coordinate the next diplomatic 
steps. 

If France were to recall its Ambas-
sador to Syria, the rest of Europe 
would follow France’s lead. If France 
and the United States together called 
for a United Nations Security Council 
resolution to establish an independent 
investigation, I believe such a resolu-
tion would pass. Such cooperation 
would send a signal more powerful to 
the Syrians than any unilateral U.S. 
moves. 

Given the lingering mistrust between 
Europe and the U.S. over Iraq, France 
may at first be hesitant. That is why I 
believe President Bush should engage 
personally with President Chirac to de-
velop a joint diplomatic strategy and 
to dispel any apprehensions about our 
intentions. 

Mr. President, Rafiq Hariri’s assas-
sination was about more than the mur-
der of one leader. It was an attempt to 
kill the hopes and aspirations for free-
dom in Lebanon. 

There are those who argue that we 
have no national interest in the inde-
pendence of Lebanon. Given our bitter 
experiences in Lebanon, I can under-
stand their apprehensions. But I dis-
agree that we have no interest in Leba-
nese independence. 

The Syrian presence in Lebanon en-
ables the terrorist group Hezbollah to 
continue to operate as the only signifi-
cant armed militia 14 years after the 
end of the Lebanese civil war. 
Hezbollah enables Syrian and Iranian 
hardliners to try and derail renewed 
hopes for Israeli-Palestinian peace. 
Based on my recent meetings with 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders, it is 
clear that Hezbollah, through its sup-
port for Palestinian terrorist groups, is 
seen as a significant threat to a fragile 
peace process. 

That is why I believe we do have an 
important interest in diminishing Syr-
ia’s involvement in Lebanon. 

At this moment, it is essential that 
the forces of terror hear a unified voice 
from the civilized world. They must 
not be seen as succeeding, lest they are 
emboldened to take even more aggres-
sive action in other arenas. Instead, 
Monday’s attack must be seen as a de-
cisive setback for Syria and its allies. 

I urge the President and the Sec-
retary of State to act quickly on the 
recommendations offered in this reso-
lution. 

Rafiq Hariri’s death must not be in 
vain, and the Lebanese people whom he 
served deserve answers—and action. 

Let us hope that this barbarous mur-
der marks the beginning of the end of 
Syria’s presence and interference in 
Lebanon. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

DESIGNATING THE YEAR 2005 ‘‘THE 
YEAR OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
STUDY’’ 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
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consideration of S. Res. 28 and that the 
Senate then proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will state the resolution by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 28) designating the 
year 2005 ‘‘The Year of Foreign Language 
Study.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
and the preamble be agreed to en bloc, 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the measure be printed in the 
RECORD, with no intervening action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 28) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 28 

Whereas according to the 2000 decennial 
census of the population, 9.3 percent of 
Americans speak both their native language 
and another language fluently; 

Whereas according to the European Com-
mission Directorate General for Education 
and Culture, 52.7 percent of Europeans speak 
both their native language and another lan-
guage fluently; 

Whereas the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 names foreign lan-
guage study as part of a core curriculum 
that includes English, mathematics, science, 
civics, economics, arts, history, and geog-
raphy; 

Whereas according to the Joint Center for 
International Language, foreign language 
study increases a student’s cognitive and 
critical thinking abilities; 

Whereas according to the American Coun-
cil on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, 
foreign language study increases a student’s 
ability to compare and contrast cultural 
concepts; 

Whereas according to a 1992 report by the 
College Entrance Examination Board, stu-
dents with 4 or more years in foreign lan-
guage study scored higher on the verbal sec-
tion of the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) 
than students who did not; 

Whereas the Higher Education Act of 1965 
labels foreign language study as vital to se-
cure the future economic welfare of the 
United States in a growing international 
economy; 

Whereas the Higher Education Act of 1965 
recommends encouraging businesses and for-
eign language study programs to work in a 
mutually productive relationship which ben-
efits the Nation’s future economic interest; 

Whereas according to the Centers for Inter-
national Business Education and Research 
program, foreign language study provides 
the ability both to gain a comprehensive un-
derstanding of and to interact with the cul-
tures of United States trading partners, and 
thus establishes a solid foundation for suc-
cessful economic relationships; 

Whereas Report 107–592 of the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
House of Representatives concludes that 
American multinational corporations and 
nongovernmental organizations do not have 
the people with the foreign language abili-
ties and cultural exposure that are needed; 

Whereas the 2001 Hart-Rudman Report on 
National Security in the 21st Century names 

foreign language study and requisite knowl-
edge in languages as vital for the Federal 
Government to meet 21st century security 
challenges properly and effectively; 

Whereas the American intelligence com-
munity stresses that individuals with proper 
foreign language expertise are greatly need-
ed to work on important national security 
and foreign policy issues, especially in light 
of the terrorist attacks on September 11, 
2001; 

Whereas a 1998 study conducted by the Na-
tional Foreign Language Center concludes 
that inadequate resources existed for the de-
velopment, publication, distribution, and 
teaching of critical foreign languages (such 
as Arabic, Vietnamese, and Thai) because of 
low student enrollment in the United States; 
and 

Whereas a shortfall of experts in foreign 
languages has seriously hampered informa-
tion gathering and analysis within the 
American intelligence community as dem-
onstrated by the 2000 Cox Commission noting 
shortfalls in Chinese proficiency, and the Na-
tional Intelligence Council citing defi-
ciencies in Central Eurasian, East Asian, and 
Middle Eastern languages: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) it is the sense of the Senate that foreign 

language study makes important contribu-
tions to a student’s cognitive development, 
our national economy, and our national se-
curity; 

(2) the Senate— 
(A) designates the year 2005 as the ‘‘Year of 

Foreign Language Study’’, during which for-
eign language study is promoted and ex-
panded in elementary schools, secondary 
schools, institutions of higher learning, busi-
nesses, and government programs; and 

(B) requests that the President issue a 
proclamation calling upon the people of the 
United States to— 

(i) encourage and support initiatives to 
promote and expand the study of foreign lan-
guages; and 

(ii) observe the ‘‘Year of Foreign Language 
Study’’ with appropriate ceremonies, pro-
grams, and other activities. 

f 

DESIGNATING THE ROBERT T. 
MATSUI UNITED STATES COURT-
HOUSE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 7, S. 125. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will state the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 125) to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 501 I Street in 
Sacramento, California, as the Robert T. 
Matsui United States Courthouse. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read the third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid on the table, 
and that any statements relating 
thereto be printed in the RECORD, all 
without further intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 125) was read the third 
time and passed, as follows: 

S. 125 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse located at 
501 I Street in Sacramento, California, shall 
be known and designated as the ‘‘Robert T. 
Matsui United States Courthouse’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the ‘‘Robert T. Matsui 
United States Courthouse’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY TO SIGN DULY EN-
ROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that during the ad-
journment of the Senate, the senior 
Senator from Virginia and the junior 
Senator from Virginia be authorized to 
sign duly enrolled bills and joint reso-
lutions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
REPORT 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the Senate’s adjournment, 
committees be authorized to report 
legislative and executive matters on 
Wednesday, February 23, from 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENTS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair announces, on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader, pursuant to the provi-
sions of S. Res. 105, adopted April 13, 
1989, as amended by S. Res. 149, adopted 
October 5, 1993, as amended by Public 
Law 105–275, further amended by S. 
Res. 75, adopted March 25, 1999, amend-
ed by S. Res. 383, adopted October 27, 
2000, and amended by S. Res. 355, adopt-
ed November 13, 2002, and further 
amended by S. Res. 480, adopted No-
vember 20, 2004, the appointment of the 
following Senators to serve as members 
of the Senate National Security Work-
ing Group for the 109th Congress: Sen-
ator TED STEVENS of Alaska, President 
Pro Tempore; Senator THAD COCHRAN 
of Mississippi, Majority Co-Chairman; 
Senator JOHN KYL of Arizona, Majority 
Co-Chairman; Senator RICHARD LUGAR 
of Indiana; Senator JOHN WARNER of 
Virginia; Senator JEFF SESSIONS of 
Alabama; Senator TRENT LOTT of Mis-
sissippi, Majority Co-Chairman; Sen-
ator GORDON SMITH of Oregon; and Sen-
ator LINCOLN CHAFEE of Rhode Island. 

The Chair, on behalf of the Majority 
Leader, pursuant to Section 154 of Pub-
lic Law 108–199, appoints the following 
Senator as Chairman of the Senate 
Delegation to the U.S.-Russia Inter-
parliamentary Group conference during 
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