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Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of February 8, 2005.

PN173 MARINE CORPS nominations (2) be-
ginning MICHAEL A. MINK, and ending
LOUANN RICKLEY, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of February 8, 2005.

PN175 MARINE CORPS nomination of Elo-
ise M. Fuller, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of February 8, 2005.

PN176 MARINE CORPS nominations (2) be-
ginning JOHN T. CURRAN, and ending
THOMAS J. JOHNSON, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of February 8, 2005.

IN THE NAVY

PN61 NAVY nomination of STEVEN P.
DAVITO, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
January 6, 2005.

PN62 NAVY nomination of EDWARD S.
WAGNER JR., which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of January 6, 2005.

PN63 NAVY nominations (36) beginning
SAMUEL ADAMS, and ending RANDY J
VANROSSUM, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of January 6, 2005.

PN133 NAVY nominations (14) beginning
JASON K BRANDT, and ending RONALD L
WITHROW, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of January 31, 2005.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session.

——
DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL OF S.
70 AND S. 69
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Armed
Services Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. 70 and that
the bill be referred to the Committee
on Finance.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Armed
Services Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. 69 and that
the bill be referred to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

SUPPORTING DEMOCRATIC
REFORM IN MOLDOVA

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL
READY MIXED CONCRETE ASSO-
CIATION ON ITS 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF A “ROTARY INTER-
NATIONAL DAY”

CALLING FOR AN INVESTIGATION
INTO THE ASSASSINATION OF
PRIME MINISTER RAFIQ HARIRI
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 60, S. Res. 61, S. Res. 62,
and S. Res. 63, which were submitted
earlier today, en bloc; that the resolu-
tions be agreed to, the preambles be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions (S. Res. 60, S. Res. 61,
S. Res. 62, and S. Res. 63) were agreed
to.

The preambles were agreed to.

The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, read as follows:

S. RES. 60

Whereas, on August 27, 1991, Moldova de-
clared independence from the Soviet Union;

Whereas parliaments were elected in
Moldova in free and fair multiparty elections
during 1990, 1994, and 1998;

Whereas international observers stated
that the May 2003 local elections for mayors
and regional councilors, despite scattered re-
ports of irregularities, were generally con-
sistent with international election stand-
ards;

Whereas Freedom House, a non-profit, non-
partisan organization working to advance
the expansion of political and economic free-
dom, has designated Moldova’s political en-
vironment as ‘‘partly free’’ and, using a scale
of 1 to 7 (with 1 being the most free), as-
signed a rating of 3 for political rights in
Moldova and 4 for civil liberties in Moldova;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires a period of political campaigning
conducted in an environment in which ad-
ministrative action, violence, intimidation,
or detention do not hinder the parties, polit-
ical associations, and candidates from pre-
senting their views and qualifications to po-
tential voters;

Whereas, in a genuinely democratic elec-
tion, parties and candidates are free to orga-
nize supporters and conduct public meetings
and events;

Whereas ensuring that parties and can-
didates enjoy unimpeded access to tele-
vision, radio, print, and Internet media on a
nondiscriminatory basis is fundamental to a
free, fair, and democratic election;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires that citizens be guaranteed the
right and effective opportunity to exercise
their civil and political rights, including the
right to vote and to seek and acquire infor-
mation upon which to make an informed
vote in a manner that is free from intimida-
tion, undue influence, attempts at vote buy-
ing, threats of political retribution, or other
forms of coercion by national or local au-
thorities or others;

Whereas Moldova is scheduled to conduct
parliamentary elections on March 6, 2005;

Whereas reports indicate that national and
local officials in Moldova are increasing
their control and manipulation of the media
as the election date approaches;

Whereas there have been widespread re-
ports of harassment of opposition candidates
and workers by the police in Moldova;

Whereas other reports indicate that in-
timidation of independent civil society mon-
itoring groups by authorities in Moldova is
occurring on an increasingly frequent basis;

Whereas such actions are inconsistent with
Moldova’s history of the holding of free and
fair elections and raise grave concerns re-
garding the commitment of the authorities
in Moldova to conducting free and fair elec-
tions;

Whereas the parliamentary elections
scheduled for March 6, 2005 will provide a
test of the extent to which the Government
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of Moldova is committed to democracy, free
elections, and the rule of law; and

Whereas the holding of truly free and fair
elections in Moldova, including a free and
democratic campaign preceding an election,
are vital to improving the relationship be-
tween Moldova and the United States and to
the United States providing support for reso-
lution of the Transnistria conflict and for
the provision of assistance to Moldova
through the Millennium Challenge Account:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) acknowledges and welcomes the strong
relationship formed between the United
States and Moldova since Moldova declared
independence from the Soviet Union on Au-
gust 27, 1991;

(2) recognizes that a precondition for the
full integration of Moldova into the Western
community of nations is the establishment
of a genuinely democratic political system
in Moldova;

(3) supports the sovereignty, independence,
and territorial integrity of Moldova;

(4) encourages all political parties in
Moldova to offer genuine solutions to the se-
rious problems that face Moldova, including
human trafficking, corruption, unemploy-
ment, and territorial issues;

(5) expresses its strong and continuing sup-
port for the efforts of the people of Moldova
to establish full democracy, including the
rule of law and respect for human rights;

(6) urges the Government of Moldova to
meet its commitments to the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) for the holding of democratic elec-
tions;

(7) urges the Government of Moldova to en-
sure—

(A) the full transparency of election proce-
dures before, during, and after the par-
liamentary elections scheduled to be held on
March 6, 2005;

(B) the right to vote for all citizens of
Moldova;

(C) unimpeded access by all parties and
candidates to print, radio, television, and
Internet media on a nondiscriminatory basis;
and

(D) the right of opposition candidates and
workers to engage in campaigning free of
harassment, discrimination, and intimida-
tion; and

(8) pledges its enduring support and assist-
ance to the people of Moldova for the estab-
lishment of a fully free and open democratic
system that is free from coercion, the cre-
ation of a prosperous free market economy,
the establishment of a secure independence,
and Moldova’s assumption of its rightful
place as a full and equal member of the
Western community of democracies.

S. REs. 61

Whereas the National Ready Mixed Con-
crete Association was founded and incor-
porated in the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania on the 26th day of December, 1930;

Whereas the founders of the National
Ready Mixed Concrete Association possessed
the leadership and vision to establish a sin-
gle voice for the ready mixed concrete indus-
try;

Whereas the National Ready Mixed Con-
crete Association represents and acts on be-
half of the industry before all divisions of
government and those public and private or-
ganizations whose work affects the ready
mixed concrete business;

Whereas the National Ready Mixed Con-
crete Association has been a pioneer in the
field of concrete technology through
groundbreaking research and advanced sci-
entific methods in the practical use and ap-
plications of ready mixed concrete;
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