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RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business until 12 noon, with
the first 30 minutes under the control
of the Democratic leader or his des-
ignee, and the second 30 minutes under
the control of the majority leader or
his designee, and the remaining time
shall be divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees.

Mr. FRIST. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DORGAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be dispensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

THE BUDGET

Mr. DORGAN. Madam President, as
we begin to debate the budget sent to
us by President Bush, there will be a
lot of discussion in the Chamber about
spending restraints, about being con-
servative, and so on. The budget sent
to us by President Bush proposes the
highest budget deficit in the history of
our country. I will be going to a hear-
ing later this morning on the proposal
to spend $82 billion more on Iraq and
Afghanistan. That is not in the budget.
It is an emergency request.

The President’s proposed budget,
with a deficit well over $400 billion in
history, is short by somewhere around
$80 billion that will be spent on an
emergency in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and it also uses the Social Security
trust fund, which could not be used for
other purposes. So the real budget def-
icit is around $650 billion, which is a
very serious problem. Our fiscal policy
is off track, and we need to get it on
track.

We are going to talk about spending
issues as we go along in this budget
process. There will be some discussion
about big issues, and some about small
issues.

Let me talk for a moment about two
issues that represent, I think, a pro-
found waste of taxpayers’ money.

Let me introduce you to Fat Albert.
This is an AEROSAT blimp, an
AEROSAT balloon. Fat Albert has been
around for some while. In fact, Fat Al-
bert is tethered about 20,000 feet above
the ground with thousands of feet of
cable, and it is used with camera equip-
ment to send television signals into
Cuba to tell the Cuban people how won-
derful life is in our country. Of course,
they know how wonderful life is in our
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country, which is why they get on a
boat to try to cross the waters to come
to America. And if they decide not to
get on the boat, they can simply tune
into a Miami radio station and hear a
little about America. But we are send-
ing television signals into Cuba
through TV Marti, which has been
funded by the American taxpayers for
16 years.

We are broadcasting television sig-
nals which no one can see because Cas-
tro easily jams the signal. We did for a
long while televise it from 3 o’clock in
the morning until 8 o’clock in the
morning. My guess is that, even if the
signals got through, there aren’t a lot
of Cuban people up at 3 o’clock in the
morning watching television. But,
nonetheless, the signals don’t get
through because they are jammed by
the Cuban Government.

For 16 years, despite the fact that we
are broadcasting signals which no one
can see, we have spent $189 million
broadcasting signals from Fat Albert,
tethered 20,000 feet above the ground,
to Cubans who can’t see it.

This year, what does the budget re-
quest? The budget request is to double
the funding for TV Marti. It is unbe-
lievable. People will not understand
this when they look back and say, Wait
a second; they spent nearly a quarter
of $1 billion sending television signals
no one could see for over 16 years?
They will say, do you mean that at a
time with record deficits the President
wanted to double the budget for tele-
vision signals no one can see?

Fat Albert once got loose with 20,000
feet of tethered cable following it. Fat
Albert wandered into the Everglades.
So the thing gets loose and goes over
the Everglades, and they are chasing it
with helicopters. Finally, it lands on
the top of some trees in the Everglades.
They had to find a way to get it off.
Helicopters had to come down and com-
mandos rappelled down to salvage the
equipment. It is a comedy of errors.

But the administration has a plan
now. They have decided they are going
to get rid of Fat Albert, or maybe con-
tinue to use it but only part time. Now
they want to buy an airplane for $8
million so they can send an airplane up
to send television signals to TV Marti
to the Cuban people who can’t see
them; $8 million for the airplane, $11
million for the broadcast, and $2 mil-
lion for maintenance on the plane.

It is like Katy bar the door; it is as
if there is no deficit.

It is unbelievable to me that we are
going to continue to spend money we
do not have on something we do not
need, and send television signals from
an aerostat balloon and now an air-
plane that viewers cannot see. This
does not pass the laugh test.

I am no fan of Fidel Castro. I want
the Cuban people to be free. I want de-
mocracy to come to Cuba.

But our country has decided, with
China and with North Vietnam, both
Communist countries, the best way to
move a Communist country in the
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right direction is through travel and
trade, through engagement. We have
followed that rule with Communist
China and Communist Vietnam, en-
couraging people to travel there and
encouraging trade with both. The sole
exception is with Cuba, where we have
had an embargo for over 40 years. Fidel
Castro has lived through 10 U.S. Presi-
dencies. His message to the Cuban peo-
ple is, of course, Our economy is in tat-
ters; we have a 500-pound gorilla with
its fist around our neck with an embar-
go.

The quicker way to remove Castro
from office, in my judgment, is to open
trade and travel to Cuba. Nonetheless,
the administration does not want to do
that.

So we have travel restrictions in
Cuba. I have held up a poster of Joni
Scott who went to Cuba to distribute
free Bibles on the street corners in Ha-
vana. Do you know what happened to
her? She got discovered by the U.S.
Treasury Department and they slapped
her with a $10,000 fine. I held up a pic-
ture of Joan Sloat who was a retired
senior bicyclist who joined a Canadian
bicycle troop to go biking in Cuba.
They tracked her down as she was by
her son’s bedside, dying of brain can-
cer, and they decided to slap her with
a big fine and then decided to attach
her Social Security payments.

They are so obsessed in this adminis-
tration with the issue of Cuba it does
not matter how much money they
waste. We have something called the
Office of Foreign Assets Control,
OFAC, down in the Treasury Depart-
ment. It is supposed to be tracking the
financing of terrorist organizations. Do
you know what? They have nearly
twice as many people working on
tracking Americans suspected of tak-
ing a vacation in Cuba than they do
tracking terrorists’ moneys that are
supporting Osama bin Laden’s organi-
zation. It is unthinkable that is what
they are doing, but that is what they
are doing.

On top of all of that obsession, what
we have is a program called Television
Marti which does not work, which
wastes every dollar it spends, and the
President says, Let’s double the fund-
ing, at a time when we have the high-
est budget deficit in the history of this
country.

There are some areas of Federal
spending that ought to be abolished. I,
along with my colleague Senator
WYDEN and others, will offer legisla-
tion to abolish this spending. It is un-
believable.

I didn’t mention that on October 10,
2003, the President held a Rose Garden
event to say he was going to supple-
ment the efforts of Fat Albert to send
signals to the Cubans because they are
jammed, by taking a high-tech air-
plane, called a Commando Solo C-130.
There are only a handful in the world
and we have used them in big trouble
spots in the world to be able to broad-
cast emergency signals to people. But
the President announced he was going
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