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Unfortunately, the egregious measures in
the bill far out weigh the beneficial provisions.
Thus, | must vote against this bill and hope
that the Senate will remove the portions of this
bill which are unnecessary and attack the bal-
ance of power in our country.

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF THE
80TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF
CLARENCE AND MAYME VAIL OF
HUGO, MN

HON. MARK R. KENNEDY

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to call attention to the 80th wedding
anniversary of Clarence and Mayme Vail of
Hugo, Minnesota.

Eighty-two years ago, Clarence and Mayme
met when Clarence’s family moved to Hugo
and he joined Mayme’s eighth grade class.
Clarence and Mayme were the only two from
this class to continue into high school, though
they both left school early a few years later.
They left for a good reason: to get married. Al-
though the couple heard people say that they
were too young to be married—he was eight-
een and she was just sixteen—they began
their wedded lives together on February 17,
1925.

For the first few years they were married,
Clarence and Mayme lived in the telephone
office where Mayme’s mother worked. Their
first children were born in that office. Since
then, Clarence and Mayme have lived in two
homes, both in Hugo, and they now have six
children, 39 grandchildren, 98 great-grand-
children, and 32 great-great grandchildren.

Before retiring, Clarence worked as a ma-
chine and tools salesman, and after their chil-
dren were older Mayme worked at the local
grocery store. Now, in their retirement, Clar-
ence and Mayme spend their time reading,
playing cards, and attending church every
morning. Mayme also enjoys making quilts for
local charities.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize
Clarence and Mayme Vail on their 80th wed-
ding anniversary as an example which we
should all try to follow. Clarence and Mayme
have been married for a near-record number
of years, and it is likely that they hold the
record for being the longest-married couple in
Minnesota history. | admire the love and dedi-
cation which this couple has shared for so
many years, and | wish them many more
years of happiness together.

——————

REMARKS ON THE SITUATION IN
IRAQ

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, we may
soon know the official count from the elections
in Iraq but it is already very clear we will not
know the real long term impact and results for
some time.

Will the election unite the Iragi people or fur-
ther divide them? Will the new government
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represent the interests of all sectors of Iraqi
society? Will the rights of minorities be pro-
tected? Will the new laws of the land be pro-
mulgated on a secular or religious basis?

The elections do nothing to increase the le-
gitimacy of our so-called “preventive war.”
The official end for the search for weapons of
mass destruction confirms what a majority of
the American people have known for some
time: we were misled as to the need for mili-
tary action in Iraq.

There was no link between Saddam Hus-
sein and 9/11. U.N. sanctions and inspections
were, in fact, highly effective in disarming Iraq
after the 1991 war.

There is no doubt that those Iragis who did
vote, and already the controversy is growing
over what share of the population participated,
were expressing their profound hope for an
end to the violence, for an improvement in the
quality of their lives, for a say in their own fu-
tures and an end to the occupation of their
country.

And why not? Estimates by reputable ex-
perts such as the British medical journal, The
Lancet are that more than 100,000 Iraqis have
died as a result of the war and the on-going
violence under the occupation.

The Iraqgi government has reported that mal-
nutrition among young children has doubled
since the war began and that they are experi-
encing soaring rates of disease exacerbated
by a decimated health system.

Iraq is no closer to a stable democracy
today than it was two years ago. The Iraqi in-
surgency appears to be growing significantly
faster than the security forces we have at-
tempted to train. It is questionable if Iragi se-
curity forces can ever achieve authority as
long as our troops have the real responsibility
for maintaining order.

The presence of more than 130,000 U.S.
troops has, in fact, become a rallying point
and an endless source of fodder for propa-
ganda by terrorists.

At a time when American prestige and lead-
ership is more necessary than ever, when the
light of hope for a peaceful, just and lasting
solution to the conflict between Israel and the
Palestinian people once again flickers to life,
U.S. ability to serve as a broker for peace has
been crippled by the perception of many of
our actions in Iraq.

We face the massive and difficult task of re-
building international alliances and renewing
the mechanisms of international diplomacy
and security. And what has been the cost to
America? As of yesterday, 1,449 American
troops killed. 10,740 wounded as of the end of
January. Extended time of service for tens of
thousands of service men and women and re-
servists at immense cost to families.

The diversion of tens of billions of dollars
from homeland security, health, education,
housing, and a host of other needs have left
some of our most urgent needs here at home
untended and unaddressed. The long term im-
pact on our military has not yet been exam-
ined, but based on our experience after Viet-
nam there is good reason to expect that there
will be a negative impact.

Mr. Speaker, in the interests of stabilizing
the situation in Iraq, in the interests of peace
and security in the region, in the interests of
our homeland security, and in support of our
troops, it is time to bring our troops home.
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HONORING MR. WILLIAM
BERTRAND TURNER ON HIS
100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a great man, Mr. William
Bertrand Turner on this, his 100th birthday.

Mr. Speaker, William Bertrand Turner was
born on February 28, 1905 in Elizabeth City,
North Carolina and grew up a stone’s throw-
away from the famous Pasquotank River. Mr.
Turner grew up there, was educated in the
public school system, and eventually grad-
uated from Elizabeth City State University.

Mr. Turner's love for science lured him to
Shaw University in the Capital city of North
Carolina. He pursued his interest in Organic
Chemistry during the height of the “Roaring
20’s” and graduated in 1929, during the begin-
ning stages of the Great Depression.

Mr. Speaker, after his graduation from Shaw
University, William Turner set his sights North,
and began a quest for his Master’s Degree at
the renowned Cornell University in New York.
Mr. Turner received his Masters Degree in his
passion, Organic Chemistry in 1936.

In 2001, Mr. Turner was awarded an Hon-
orary Doctorate Degree from the American
Chemical Society, the highest honor bestowed
by that Society.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Turner has been married
to Ms. Margaret Turner for 75 years. | am told
that their love and admiration for one another
is just as strong as the day they were married.

Mr. and Mrs. Turner currently reside in
Brownsmills, New Jersey; and while all North
Carolinians long for their return, we wish them
a wonderful life in New Jersey.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring my constituent, Mr. William
Bertrand Turner on his 100th birthday. | pray
for many more to come.

——

IN HONOR OF JESSICA GOVEA
THORBOURNE

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to a true heroine, Jessica Govea
Thorbourne, who passed away on January 23
after a 12-year battle with breast cancer.
Throughout her 58 years, Jessica worked tire-
lessly to improve the lives of immigrant farm
workers and to strengthen the labor movement
in California, nationally, and in Central Amer-
ica. She was a courageous, effective, and vi-
sionary leader, and a wonderful person. She
will be sorely missed.

Born in Porterville, California, Jessica began
working in the cotton fields at the age of 4. By
the age of 9 she was distributing leaflets
alongside her father, Juan Govea, a respected
leader of the Mexican American community of
Bakersfield. He had been recruited by Fred
Ross Sr. and Cesar Chavez to help organize
local workers for the Community Service Or-
ganization, CSO. Her mother Margaret also
became a very effective advocate of CSO. At




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-20T16:01:05-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




