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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 2005 CON-
GRESS-BUNDESTAG/BUNDESRAT 
EXCHANGE 

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2005 

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, since 1983, 
the U.S. Congress and the German Bundes-
tag and Bundesrat have conducted an annual 
exchange program for staff members from 
both countries. The program gives profes-
sional staff the opportunity to observe and 
learn about each other’s political institutions 
and interact on issues of mutual interest. 

A staff delegation from the U.S. Congress 
will be selected to visit Germany from May 22 
to June 4 of this year. During this two-week 
exchange, the delegation will attend meetings 
with Bundestag/Bundesrat Members, Bundes-
tag and Bundesrat party staff members, and 
representatives of numerous political, busi-
ness, academic, and media agencies. Partici-
pants also will be hosted by a Bundestag 
Member during a district visit. 

A comparable delegation of German staff 
members will visit the United States for two 
weeks in July. They will attend similar meet-
ings here in Washington and visit the districts 
of Members of Congress. The U.S. delegation 
is expected to facilitate these meetings. 

The Congress-Bundestag/Bundesrat Ex-
change is highly regarded in Germany and the 
United States, and is one of several exchange 
programs sponsored by public and private in-
stitutions in the United States and Germany to 
foster better understanding of the politics and 
policies of both countries. This exchange is 
funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bu-
reau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. 

The U.S. delegation should consist of expe-
rienced and accomplished Hill staff who can 
contribute to the success of the exchange on 
both sides of the Atlantic. The Bundestag re-
ciprocates by sending senior staff profes-
sionals to the United States. 

Applicants should have a demonstrable in-
terest in events in Europe. Applicants need 
not be working in the field of foreign affairs, al-
though such a background can be helpful. The 
composite U.S. delegation should exhibit a 
range of expertise in issues of mutual concern 
to the United States and Germany such as, 
but not limited to, trade, security, the environ-
ment, economic development, health care, 
and other social policy issues. This year’s del-
egation should be familiar with transatlantic re-
lations within the context of recent world 
events. 

In addition, U.S. participants are expected to 
help plan and implement the program for the 
Bundestag/Bundesrat staff members when 
they visit the United States. Participants are 
expected to assist in planning topical meetings 
in Washington, and are encouraged to host 
one or two staffers in their Member’s district in 
July, or to arrange for such a visit to another 
Member’s district. 

Participants are selected by a committee 
composed of personnel from the Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs of the Depart-
ment of State and past participants of the ex-
change. 

Senators and Representatives who would 
like a member of their staff to apply for partici-
pation in this year’s program should direct 
them to submit a résumé and cover letter in 
which they state their qualifications, the con-
tributions they can make to a successful pro-
gram and some assurances of their ability to 
participate during the time stated. 

Applications may be sent to the Office of 
Interparliamentary Affairs, HB–28, the Capitol, 
by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, March 16. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 
SENATOR JOHN CAREY 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2005 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker: 
Whereas, Ohio State Senator John Carey is 

an exceptional individual worthy of merit and 
recognition; and 

Whereas, Senator Carey has been ap-
pointed to Chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee by Senator Bill Harris; and 

Whereas, Senator Carey should be com-
mended for his excellence, professionalism, 
integrity, and for his ongoing efforts to work for 
the constituents of the 17th District in Ohio. 

Therefore, I join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in hon-
oring and congratulating Senator John Carey 
for his appointment to the Finance Committee. 
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ADDRESS OF SECRETARY GEN-
ERAL KOFI ANNAN AT THE SPE-
CIAL SESSION OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
COMMEMORATING THE 60TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION 
OF NAZI DEATH CAMPS 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2005 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on January 24 
of this year, the United Nations General As-
sembly commemorated the 60th anniversary 
of the liberation of Nazi death camps. January 
27, 1945, was the date on which Russian 
troops liberated Auschwitz, the most notorious 
of the death camps, and the symbol of the 
Holocaust, in which over 6 million Jews and 
hundreds of thousands of other nationalities 
were brutally murdered during World War II. 

The United Nations commemoration, which 
was held three days before the anniversary, 
began with a moment of silence for the vic-
tims. Those speaking included a number of 

foreign ministers and other distinguished 
statesmen from many of the member states of 
the United Nations, as well as survivors of the 
Holocaust and liberators of the camps from 
the Allied military forces who defeated the 
Nazi regime. 

Mr. Speaker, I welcome the General Assem-
bly’s most appropriate commemoration, and I 
want to acknowledge and commend Secretary 
General Kofi Annan for the key role that he 
played in the convening of this meeting, He 
personally fought to hold this meeting, and I 
am certain that without his leadership it would 
not have taken place. 

The Secretary General has a special family 
link to the Holocaust that my wife Annette and 
I share. Kofi Annan’s wife Nan is the niece of 
Raoul Wallenberg, Swedish diplomat and hu-
manitarian who came to Budapest, Hungary, 
in the summer of 1944 at the request of the 
United States to save the lives of Jews who 
were being sent to Auschwitz to be sent to the 
gas chambers. Wallenberg saved the lives of 
tens of thousands of Hungarian Jews, and 
among those are my wife Annette and me. 

One comment by the Secretary General is 
particularly significant and meaningful for all of 
us, Mr. Speaker. Kofi Annan told the General 
Assembly, ‘‘The United Nations must never 
forget that it was created as a response to the 
evil of Nazism, or that the horror of the Holo-
caust helped to shape its mission.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the outstanding ad-
dress of the Secretary General be placed in 
the Congressional Record. As the Secretary 
General said so well, we must keep in mind 
that the United Nations was founded to fight 
the atrocities and evils that were brought 
about by the Nazi German regime. It is incum-
bent upon us to continue the fight against bru-
tality, abuse of human rights and the violations 
of dignity and humanity that marked the Holo-
caust, but that tragically continue to be with 
us. 

I urge my colleagues to read and ponder 
Secretary General Annan’s serious and 
thoughtful remarks. 

ADDRESS OF UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY- 
GENERAL KOFI ANNAN 

The date for this session was chosen to 
mark the sixtieth anniversary of the libera-
tion of Auschwitz. But, as you know, there 
were many other camps, which fell one by 
one to the allied forces in the winter and 
spring of 1945. 

Only gradually did the world come to know 
the full dimensions of the evil that those 
camps contained. The discovery was fresh in 
the minds of the delegates at San Francisco, 
when this Organization was founded. The 
United Nations must never forget that it was 
created as a response to the evil of Nazism, 
or that the horror of the Holocaust helped to 
shape its mission. That response is enshrined 
in our Charter, and in the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights. 

The camps, Mr. President, were not mere 
‘‘concentration camps’’. Let us not use the 
euphemism of those who built them. Their 
purpose was not to ‘‘concentrate’’ a group in 
one place, so as to keep an eye on them. It 
was to exterminate an entire people. 

There were other victims, too. The Roma, 
or Gypsies, were treated with the same utter 
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