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good intentions, or by dollars spent,
but rather by results achieved. This
Budget takes a hard look at programs
that have not succeeded or shown
progress despite multiple opportunities
to do so. My Administration is pressing
for reforms so that every program will
achieve its intended results. And where
circumstances warrant, the 2006 Budg-
et recommends significant spending re-
ductions or outright elimination of
programs that are falling short.

This Budget builds on the spending
restraint we have achieved, and will
improve the process by which the Con-
gress and the Administration work to-
gether to produce a budget that re-
mains within sensible spending limits.
In every year of my Administration, we
have brought down the growth in non-
security related discretionary spend-
ing. This year, I propose to go further
and reduce this category of spending by
about one percent, and to hold the
growth in overall discretionary spend-
ing, including defense and homeland
security spending, to less than the rate
of inflation. I look forward to working
closely with the Congress to achieve
these reductions and reforms. By doing
so, we will remain on track to meet our
goal to cut the deficit in half by 2009.

Our greatest fiscal challenges are
created by the long-term unfunded
promises of our entitlement programs.
I will be working with the Congress to
develop a Social Security reform plan
that strengthens Social Security for
future generations, protects the bene-
fits of today’s retirees and near-retir-
ees, and provides ownership, choice,
and the opportunity for today’s young
workers to build a nest egg for their re-
tirement.

In the past four years, America has
faced many challenges, both overseas
and at home. We have overcome these
challenges not simply with our finan-
cial resources, but with the qualities
that have always made America great:
creativity, resolve, and a caring spirit.
America has vast resources, but no re-
source is as abundant as the strength
of the American people. It is this
strength that will help us to continue
to prosper and meet any challenge that
lies before us.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
February 7, 2005.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-604. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Finance, United States Capitol Histor-
ical Society, transmitting, audited financial
statements for the Capitol Historical Soci-
ety covering the year ended January 31, 2004;
to the Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion.

EC-605. A communication from the Coordi-
nator, Forms Committee, Federal Election
Commission, transmitting, revisions to
Schedules H1, H2, H3, and H4 of the FEC
Form 3X, Report of Receipts and Disburse-
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ments for Other than an Authorized Com-
mittee, revisions to the instructions for FEC
Form 3X and the Explanation and Justifica-
tion for these revisions; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
committees were submitted:

By Ms. COLLINS for the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

*Allen Weinstein, of Maryland, to be Archi-
vist of the United States.

*Michael Chertoff, of New Jersey, to be
Secretary of Homeland Security.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 297. A bill to provide for adjustment of
immigration status for certain aliens grant-
ed temporary protected status in the United
States because of conditions in Montserrat,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. INOUYE:

S. 298. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the reduction in
the deductible portion of expenses for busi-
ness meals and entertainment; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 299. A bill to make information regard-
ing certain investments in the energy sector
in Iran available to the public, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, Mr. LUGAR, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr.
BURNS, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. BOND,
Mr. THOMAS, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.
SANTORUM, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. CONRAD, and Mr. LEAHY):

S. 300. A bill to extend the temporary in-
crease in payments under the medicare pro-
gram for home health services furnished in a
rural area; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. GREGG, and Mr. SUNUNU):

S. 301. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to provide assistance in imple-
menting cultural heritage, conservation, and
recreational activities in the Connecticut
River watershed of the States of New Hamp-
shire and Vermont; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.
GREGG, Mr. ENzI, Mr. FRIST, and Mr.
BINGAMAN):

S. 302. A bill to make improvements in the
Foundation for the National Institutes of
Health; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. JOHNSON:

S. 303. A bill to amend the Social Security
Act and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
exempt certain employment as a member of
a local governing board from social security
coverage; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself,
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. LEVIN,
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Mr. KOHL, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms.
MIKULSKI, and Mr. AKAKA):

S. 304. A Dbill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit certain interstate
conduct relating to exotic animals; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CRAIG:

S. 305. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to recruit volunteers to assist
with or facilitate the activities of various
agencies and offices of the Department of the
Interior; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. FRIST,
Mr. GREGG, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. ENZI,
Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. DoDD, Mr. HARKIN,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. TALENT, Mr. BINGA-
MAN, Mr. HATCH, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Mrs. CLINTON):

S. 306. A bill to prohibit discrimination on
the basis of genetic information with respect
to health insurance and employment; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. SANTORUM:

S. 307. A bill to amend the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to extend
national dairy market loss payments; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

—————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. REID,
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. AKAKA,
Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. ALLARD, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BAYH, Mr.
BENNETT, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND,
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr.
BUNNING, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BURR, Mr.
BYRD, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARPER,
Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs.
CLINTON, Mr. COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN,
Mr. COLEMAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CON-
RAD, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CORZINE, Mr.
CRAIG, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAYTON, Mr.
DEMINT, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DODD, Mrs.
DOLE, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. DORGAN, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. ENZI, Mr.
FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. GREGG, Mr.
HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. HATCH, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE,
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr.
JOHNSON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. KoHL, Mr. KyL, Ms. LANDRIEU,
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. LINCOLN,
Mr. LoTT, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. NELSON of
Nebraska, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. PRYOR,
Mr. REED, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. SANTORUM,
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.
SESSIONS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. SMITH,
Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SUNUNU, Mr.
TALENT, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. THUNE, Mr.
VITTER, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. WARNER,
and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 38. A resolution commending the
people of Iraq on the January 30, 2005, na-
tional elections; considered and agreed to.

By Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. FRIST, Mr.
REID, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. AKAKA, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. BAYH, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. ENSIGN, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. HAGEL, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. LUGAR,
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