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As troubling as that deficit is, we 

will soon be faced with the challenge of 
deciding how to pay for many domestic 
issues, including most importantly, the 
health care our veterans have earned, 
and some are arguing we should tell 
the American people and our veterans 
that we simply cannot afford a level of 
care they have come to expect. 

Lastly, I am concerned about what 
can only be called a lack of candor—
and urgency—with ourselves and our 
decisions. 

What else could explain the massive 
intelligence failures that preceded
9/11—the failure to see what was com-
ing from al-Qaida, despite the years of 
its hateful rhetoric and despicable ac-
tions. And what else can explain the 
slowness in creating the Department 
on Homeland Security, or the lack of 
support for the 9/11 Commission and its 
clarion call for intelligence reform in 
the face of this hateful enemy. And 
what else—unless it was that, counter 
to all warnings from our military, we 
convinced ourselves that this effort in 
Iraq would be over in weeks, not 
years—can account for the fact that 
now, nearly 2 years since the start of 
this operation, our troops do not have 
the armor they need? 

I end where I began, Mr. President. 
My advice is simple. To succeed in Iraq 
and elsewhere in the world, we need to 
heed the lessons learned over the past 
years. We need to be sure our intel-
ligence is sound before we commit our 
troops, ensure our troops are prepared, 
and ensure our citizens are informed. 

Educated, as she was, in Denver, I am 
confident Dr. Rice took to heart the 
candor and straight talk that we value 
in the West and in Colorado. Those will 
be important attributes for her to em-
ploy as she becomes Secretary of State. 

I yield the floor.
Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I ask the 

Chair how much time remains on both 
sides of the aisle for debate this after-
noon? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority has 3 hours 35 minutes. The mi-
nority has 3 hours 39 minutes. 

Mr. LUGAR. I thank the Chair and 
yield the floor. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the hour of 12:30 
p.m. having arrived, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:45 p.m., 
recessed until 2:14 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. VOINOVICH). 

f 

NOMINATION OF CONDOLEEZZA 
RICE TO BE SECRETARY OF 
STATE—CONTINUED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska. 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to declare my unqualified 
support for the President’s nominee to 
be America’s 66th Secretary of State, 
Dr. Condoleezza Rice. 

Dr. Rice’s fitness for the job is plain 
to every Member of this Chamber. She 
has excelled in the foreign policy arena 
for 25 years and served three Presi-
dents. She has built lasting, personal 
relationships with world leaders and 
foreign policymakers throughout the 
world. She has been one of the main 
authors of America’s new approach to 
foreign policy in the aftermath of Sep-
tember 11. Most importantly, she has 
the complete trust and confidence of 
the President, and is perfectly poised 
to follow his leadership as America 
promotes freedom and democracy 
across the globe. Dr. Rice is the ideal 
person to lead the State Department at 
this time. The Department’s mission 
will be to shatter the barriers to lib-
erty and human dignity overseas, and 
Dr. Rice has already broken many bar-
riers in her relatively short lifetime. 

This remarkable woman was born in 
Birmingham, AL, in the same year 
that the Supreme Court of the United 
States handed down its Brown v. Board 
of Education decision. Few then would 
have believed that a young African-
American girl, born under the heavy 
hand of Jim Crow, could one day be-
come this Nation’s chief diplomat. But 
Dr. Rice’s mother, a music teacher 
named Angelina, and her father, the 
Reverend John Rice, knew their Condi 
was meant for great things, and Rev-
erend Rice nicknamed his daughter 
‘‘Little Star.’’ 

Dr. Rice may not have inherited 
great financial wealth from her par-
ents, but she did inherit a love of learn-
ing. Her parents were both educators 
and made sure their only child could 
read prodigiously by age 5. At age 3, 
she had begun the piano lessons that 
would one day lead to her accom-
panying world-renowned cellist Yo-Yo 
Ma. She excelled in school and received 
her bachelor’s degree with honors at 
the age of 19. She went on to earn her 
master’s and Ph.D. in international 
studies, and later became, at age 38, 
the youngest provost in the history of 
Stanford University. 

Her accomplished career led to her 
appointment as Assistant to the Presi-
dent for National Security Affairs in 
2001. In that role, Dr. Rice has been at 
the center of some of the most impor-
tant foreign policy decisions since 
President Harry Truman, George Mar-
shall and Dean Acheson navigated the 
beginning of the Cold War. 

In the past 4 years, she has helped 
formulate a national security strategy 
to protect the United States by drain-
ing the swamps that permit terrorism 

to flourish. She has been a key archi-
tect of the President’s two-state solu-
tion in the Middle East—a policy that 
led to the first free and democratic 
Palestinian elections ever. 

She has helped develop a more secure 
relationship between the United States 
and Russia, leading to record reduc-
tions in that country’s amount of nu-
clear warheads. She has helped craft 
the important six-party talks designed 
to end North Korea’s nuclear program. 

She was at the center of the Presi-
dent’s successful operation to remove 
the Taliban from Afghanistan and en-
able the Afghan people to practice de-
mocracy for the first time ever. 

I might say, just having been in Af-
ghanistan within the last couple of 
weeks, it is an enormous success story 
that we all have a right to feel proud 
about. 

She led the effort to remove Saddam 
Hussein from power in Iraq, eliminate 
the possibility of his ever unleashing 
weapons of mass destruction, and lib-
erate over 25 million Iraqis from his 
reign of terror. 

We need Dr. Rice’s leadership at this 
crucial time in America’s history. As 
President Bush so eloquently stated 
last week in his second inaugural ad-
dress, our country’s safety is inex-
tricably tied to the progress of freedom 
in faraway lands. Those lands are not 
so far away anymore. Two vast oceans 
are no defense against a small band of 
terrorists with a dirty bomb, a vial of 
ricin, or boxcutters. 

In the post-September 11 world, our 
national security depends heavily on 
our foreign policy, and our foreign pol-
icy will be determined largely by our 
national security needs. Because the 
light of liberty chases away the shad-
ows of resentment, intolerance, and vi-
olence that lead to attacks on Amer-
ica, it is in America’s interests to pro-
mote freedom and democracy in every 
corner of the globe. 

Democracy and economic develop-
ment are crucial components to win-
ning the global war on terror. Soon, if 
we finish our mission, Iraq will be a 
beacon of economic and political free-
dom in the Middle East, and the rogue 
despots of the region will watch help-
lessly as their citizens demand the 
freedoms and economic prosperity en-
joyed by their Iraqi neighbors. That 
day will be very uncomfortable for 
them—and a victory for the free world. 

The Department of State must be a 
primary actor in this mission, because 
American diplomacy will be the pri-
mary force to create a world more fa-
vored toward freedom. The global war 
on terror requires us to cooperate with 
other nations more than any other 
global conflict before. It requires focus 
in parts of the world that were unfa-
miliar to many Americans 3 years ago. 
We will need to argue the virtues of lib-
erty and democracy to an audience 
that may be hearing such arguments 
for the first time. 

America will need to rely on the mul-
tinational institutions that have 
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