December 7, 2004

make sure that whoever perpetrated this heinous crime is brought to justice.
It seems obvious from the graffiti left at the
scene that whoever committed this crime intended to target Muslims—not Sikhs—proving
that this unknown arsonist was not just a
bigot, but an ignorant bigot. If they had been
Muslims, this would still be a senseless and
horrific crime, and one to be condemned in
the strongest possible terms, because to attack innocent practitioners of any religion for
the acts of a handful of misguided fanatics is
inexcusable.
But these men were Sikhs. Sikhs are not
Muslims; they are not Hindus. Sikhism is a
noble independent religion that traces its roots
back hundreds of years. It is not part of any
other religion. Furthermore, Sikhs believe in
one God and in equality for all—an ideal that
forms one of the very pillars of our own society.
Swift prosecution and severe punishment of
the perpetrators of this crime is the best way
to combat this type of bigotry. I am sure every
Member of this House joins me in urging the
police, FBI, and Justice Department to promptly and thoroughly investigate this matter and
bring the perpetrator or perpetrators of this
crime to justice. I am sure all of my colleagues
will also join me in extending our best wishes
and prayers to Sarabjit Singh, Sukhjinder
Singh, and their families during this traumatic
time.
Mr. Speaker, I hope that one day—a day in
the not too distant future—we will live in an
America where this type of crime, born out of
ignorance and fear, is forever a thing of the
past.
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Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, now that Congress
is close to passing landmark legislation that
will help our intelligence community, it is time
to take a closer look at streamlining congressional intelligence oversight responsibilities. I
believe the time for change is now and I am
pleased to share with my colleagues a recent
editorial in the News-Leader, Florida’s oldest
weekly newspaper, which explores some of
the options once again available to us:
[From the News-Leader, Dec. 3, 2004]
JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE OVERDUE
The collapse of Congressional efforts to reform the intelligence community dominated
the news just before Thanksgiving. The proposed legislation embodied many of the
major recommendations of the 9/11 Commission for fixing the executive branch’s intelligence problems. Largely overlooked in this
reform debate is Congress’ failure, so far, to
do enough to address its own problems. Yet
the 9/11 panel noted that ‘‘of all of our recommendations, strengthening Congressional
oversight may be the most difficult and important.’’ The commission also pointed out
that, ‘‘Congressional oversight for intelligence and counterterrorism is now dysfunctional.’’
The main reason this critically important
congressional responsibility is malfunctioning is because it is spread amongst too
many committees. That is why the 9/11 Com-
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mission urged Congress to replace the current fragmented oversight arrangement with
either a House-Senate joint committee or
single panels in each congressional body
with exclusive oversight and legislative
power.
Consolidation along these lines would drastically reduce the time high level intelligence community officials spend on Capitol
Hill repeating over and over again the same
briefings and testimonies to the various
committees now exercising jurisdiction over
intelligence activities. Redundant congressional demands are becoming so time-consuming that it is increasingly difficult for
these senior officials to discharge their primary duties of attending to the many security issues confronting this nation.
The need to reform Congress’ oversight of
the intelligence community has been recognized by some members of Congress for
years. Henry Hyde, currently chairman of
the International Relations Committee in
the House of Representatives, proposed legislation to create a Joint Intelligence Committee in 1984. He spelled out what he had in
mind in numerous forums, including op ed
pieces that appeared in major newspapers.
Nearly 17 years ago, Hyde’s idea was the top
recommendation of the Republican members
of the Iran/Contra Committee. Among those
endorsing the Hyde initiative were Dick Cheney, Mike De Wine and Orrin Hatch, who
served with Hyde on the Iran-Contra Joint
Committee. All of these political figures remain major players in Washington.
The reluctance of Congress to get its own
house in order is politically understandable.
A Joint Intelligence Committee would require a number of committees and their powerful chairmen to sacrifice their jurisdictions over intelligence matters. But given
what is at stake, it is time to subordinate
such parochial concerns to the national interest.
To really, be effective, a Joint Intelligence
Committee must have both oversight and
legislative authority. Otherwise, those committees with an interest in intelligence
issues will try to recapture their lost purviews. Historically, those committees have
been Armed Services, Judiciary, Appropriations and Foreign/International Relations.
To mollify these traditional bailiwicks,
membership on the joint committee should
include representatives from each of these
committees. The panel must be small to ensure secrecy and promote individual responsibility and accountability. To encourage bipartisanship, neither political party should
have more than a one-vote edge. The committee staff should be composed of apolitical
professionals.
In summary, the time has come to think
outside of the box and adopt radical congressional reforms to meet national security
challenges in the post 9/11 world. The 9/11
Commission put it best when it warned that
‘‘the other reforms we have suggested—for a
national counter-terrorism center and national intelligence director—will not work if
congressional oversight does not change too.
Unity of effort in executive management can
be lost if it is fractured by congressional
oversight.’’
f
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of
Keyona Davis for her academic and extra-
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curricular accomplishments as well as her
commitment to the church and civic organizations.
Keyona was born and raised in the borough
of Brooklyn. She is the second daughter of
Brenda and John Davis. Currently, she is a
senior at the Brooklyn High School of the Arts,
where she maintains a 3.0 grade point average and has been continuously on the Honor
Roll. She is now enrolled in a Sociology
course at New York City Technical College.
Keyona is featured in ‘‘Who’s Who Among
American High School Students.’’
Keyona has been involved in many extra
curricular activities that have helped shaped
her to become the young woman she is today.
For 2 years, she participated in a teen dance
company that performed in competitions including the Eastern Dance Association, International Dance Challenge, and ESPN’s own
dance competition. She is a member of the
Berean Baptist Church’s Ministry of Sacred
Dance where dance is used to present God’s
message. Keyona is a Girl Scout of the Greater New York area where she has acquired
skills to assist in planning various scout activities and setting an example for young girls
and her peers. Keyona gives back to her community by donating clothing and volunteering
at her church’s annual Thanksgiving feed the
homeless program.
As an independent young woman, Keyona
has had many jobs since the age of 14. She
was a camp counselor at the Professional
Center for the Arts Dance Camp, clerical assistant at the Office of Children and Family
Services, and at the New York State Child
Support Office in 2002. She is currently a
Senior Operations Specialist at Chase Bank.
These employment experiences have helped
Keyona grow mentally and gain an understanding of being a positive part of the workforce.
After graduation this June, Keyona plans to
be a pre-law student at a 4-year university. A
long-term goal has always been to become a
prosecutor and a part-time dance teacher.
Iyanla Vanzant once said, ‘‘Faith and fearlessness fuel your dreams!’’ Keyona tries to live
by this motto with her strong focus and dedication to things she loves.
Mr. Speaker, Keyona Davis, through her accomplishments and maturity, serves as an outstanding role model for all of our young people
in the community. As such, she is more than
worthy of receiving our recognition today and
I urge my colleagues to join me in honoring
this truly remarkable young lady.
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Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and honor Rita Thompson upon her
retirement from the House Armed Services
Committee after 30 years of loyal and dedicated service to the United States Congress.
Rita grew up in southwestern Virginia and
before coming to work for Congress, she
worked for the Department of the Army in the
Pentagon for 51⁄2 years.
Rita began her career on Capitol Hill in January 1974 with the House Armed Services
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