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Senate after a good business career. He 
has been here only for one term but in 
those 6 years he established a solid rep-
utation as an independent Member, 
committed to doing what he thinks is 
right, even if it puts him at odds with 
other members of his party. 

He and I serve on the Governmental 
Affairs Committee, and I have been im-
pressed by his willingness to hold hear-
ings on scandals and malfeasance in 
the mutual fund and insurance indus-
tries. Perhaps because of his business 
background, he understands the impor-
tance of effective oversight by the Fed-
eral Government. 

I regret he is leaving. He has been a 
gentleman, and it is too bad that we do 
not have more like PETER FITZGERALD. 
He is a wonderful person to work with. 
He has got a ready smile, and he is a 
gentleman at all times. 

I close my remarks by noting that 
these men have made remarkable con-
tributions to our society, and all Amer-
icans should be grateful. I would tell 
those who are retiring, I retired 4 years 
ago, and I did not like it. So here I am. 
Perhaps there is hope for any of them 
who want to rejoin. If you want to 
come back, I am here to tell you it can 
be done. Just make sure that you get 
to keep your seniority. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
thank my colleagues for their indul-
gence while I made my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, let me 
say—this is probably the first and only 
time I have ever said this—I have been 
listening carefully to my friend from 
New Jersey, and I agree with every-
thing he said. 

I have had a chance to talk a little 
bit about some of these people who are 
retiring, and at some length about Sen-
ator NICKLES, and I certainly appre-
ciate the Senator’s remarks about him. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AIR FORCE 
SECRETARY JAMES G. ROCHE 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, we have 
been paying a lot of tributes to retiring 
Members of the Senate, and I think it 
is appropriate to pay tribute to at least 
one of our retiring public servants, and 
I would like to do that right now for 
the Secretary of the Air Force, Dr. 
James G. Roche. 

I know Secretary Roche has been at-
tacked from time to time. That goes 
with the job. It is a tough job. He knew 
that when he came. I think we can put 
that aside and pay tribute for the 
things he has done that are not as con-
troversial but have been good for the 
Air Force and for our country. 

You have to keep in mind that Sec-
retary Roche left a lucrative career in 
private life to take this job as Sec-
retary of the Air Force. He brought a 
lot of savvy with him from his private 
business career. I remember so well 
when he was first confirmed, his first 
trip was to go with me to Tinker Air 
Force Base in Oklahoma. After visiting 

that base, he returned to Washington 
with Secretary Gibbs and immediately 
put in place a plan to revitalize the de-
pots using the existing Air Force budg-
et. This is something that previous ad-
ministrations have never accom-
plished. They seemed to be more inter-
ested in letting the depots rust away. 

Secretary Roche invested money, 
time, and industrial know-how into the 
depots, and he did it in a partnership 
arrangement where he actually stimu-
lated the communities to pass very 
large bond issues to exercise the pri-
vate participation. He started a pro-
gram where depots were benchmarked 
off similar commercial enterprises and 
started informal competition that 
drove maintenance days down ever 
lower. He brought LEAN manufac-
turing processes to the depots and 
other similar commercial practices 
that revitalized the workforce, de-
creased the failure rates, raised readi-
ness standards, and decreased overall 
costs at the depots. 

I look at the record he had. In fiscal 
year 2003 alone, AMC reported that the 
mission-incapable aircraft part hours 
decreased by 37.6 percent, the percent-
age of hours grounded. It bettered the 
goal by 922,000 hours. The mission-in-
capable aircraft part incidents de-
creased by 23.4 percent, which bettered 
the goal by 4,400 incidents. Logistics 
response time was reduced 20.4 percent. 
Stockage effectiveness increased by 5.5 
percent. It goes on and on. 

His record is there. He has done a 
magnificent job at applying his busi-
ness practices in making our scarce 
dollars in the military go a lot further. 

I was very impressed with his focus 
on depots, but his ability to guide the 
Air Force through the troubled waters 
after 9/11 were equally impressive. He 
restructured the force and focused 
training to support new missions: 
homeland defense, renewed focus on 
Close Air Support, close partnering 
with the Army in joint operations and 
Space support to warfighters. 

He expanded the role and support for 
special operations. He accelerated the 
delivery to the battlefield of Armed 
Predators and Global Hawks, bombers 
in support of close air support, tactics 
enabling engagement or the Time Sen-
sitive Targets, networked Intelligence, 
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance, and 
advanced Combined Air Operations 
Center capabilities. 

Secretary Roche and General Jumper 
have done a remarkable job. I remem-
ber, back in the late 1990s, after we 
downsized and downgraded and had 
done away with a lot of the moderniza-
tion programs in our military under 
the previous administration, General 
Jumper had the courage to stand be-
fore our committee and say and admit 
we were going to have to do something 
about modernization, something about 
the F–22, something about the Joint 
Strike Fighter, because the Russians 
were making the SU series that was ac-
tually better than our best strike vehi-
cles, which were the F–15s and F–16s. 

And this was done. This is the type of 
courage that came forth during Sec-
retary Roche’s administration. 

The investigation into the tanker 
lease continues, and it will continue 
until all individuals who acted inappro-
priately are held accountable. That is 
appropriate. However, we must move 
forward on recapitalizing our tanker 
fleet, fighting the war on terrorism, 
and getting back to the business of 
supporting the warfighters, specifi-
cally, moving forward on confirmations 
of senior military leaders so our troops 
in the field have the leadership they 
deserve. 

I think it is time to allow the inves-
tigations to find out who is guilty of 
wrongdoing. Yes, it was wrong to take 
the tanker deal to the Appropriations 
Committee and skip the authorizers. 
But that was fixed. We held hearings. 
We compromised, and it looks like we 
have killed the tanker deal. We have 
investigations underway, some com-
plete, and those who committed crimes 
are going to pay for their crimes. So 
let’s not overreach this subject and 
bring innocent men and women under 
public attack. 

Let me say that Secretary Roche has 
been innovative. He has tirelessly 
pressed new ideas. I thank Secretary 
Roche for the very fine contributions 
he made to the U.S. Air Force and to 
the United States of America. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama. 
f 

TRIBUTES TO RETIRING 
SENATORS 

PETER FITZGERALD 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I want 

to share a few remarks about our 
friend and colleague PETER FITZ-
GERALD. It has been a real honor for me 
to serve with him. We have had quite 
different backgrounds.

PETER grew up in suburban Chicago 
and attended very fine parochial 
schools. He attended Dartmouth Col-
lege where he graduated cum laude 
with highest distinction majoring in 
Latin and Greek. He got his law degree 
from the University of Michigan and 
came from a very prominent family 
there. 

He is a wonderful person, a person I 
got to know, although our backgrounds 
are different, I having grown up in 
south Alabama, the son of a country 
store owner, going barefoot and swim-
ming in the creeks. We enjoyed talking 
with one another. He liked Bear Bry-
ant, and we talked about a number of 
things. 

One thing he shared with me on a 
number of occasions is his belief that 
there should be in government, in the 
business of the United States and the 
State governments, integrity. He 
talked with me about his recommenda-
tion to President Bush about a U.S. at-
torney appointment in Chicago. He 
wrestled with it and talked with me 
over a period of weeks about the fact 
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he believed that even if he chose any of 
the very fine candidates who had been 
discussed in Chicago, he would be 
choosing somebody from that area that 
people would think was not the best, 
was not independent, that they might 
be influenced by someone. 

He had a growing feeling that he 
should choose someone from outside 
the area. It is an usual thing to do, but 
that is what he did. He searched the 
country over and chose U.S. Attorney 
Fitzgerald, a nonrelative, I believe, 
who tried some of the biggest terrorist 
cases in New York. That is who he rec-
ommended and that is who he put 
there. Why? Because he wanted the 
best prosecutor with the best back-
ground, with the most integrity, and 
total independence to do the right 
thing there. That indicated to me just 
how serious he was about this issue. 

When he ran for the Senate, he was 
in the banking business, an attorney in 
the banking business. He promised he 
would not involve himself and would 
recuse himself from decisions dealing 
with banking. People said that was not 
necessary. Others did not do that. He 
said he thought it was the appropriate 
thing to do, and he adhered to that the 
entire time he was here, recusing him-
self on a number of such issues. 

He chose the higher standard, the 
road less traveled. He did not like 
fraud, corruption, and abuse. As a 

member of the Consumer Affairs Sub-
committee of the Commerce Com-
mittee, he took a key role in the inves-
tigation of Enron and the abuses that 
occurred there. 

He was a constant and strong oppo-
nent of no-bid contracts. He saw a lot 
of those in Illinois. He did not like it, 
and he spoke out against it in a very 
strong way. Particularly, there was a 
matter involving Springfield and a 
major construction contract. He feared 
the good old boys, those with influence 
and inside word, would be the bene-
ficiaries of those contracts rather than 
the taxpayers. He thought it should be 
bid on a professional basis, and he bat-
tled very hard for that. He did not like 
and does not like cronyism, and he 
spoke out against it. 

His commercial banking experience 
led him to study the behavior of the 
stock markets and brokerage firms in 
the Federal thrift plan, which he ad-
mired greatly, saying it was the most 
efficient and best plan for investors 
that he was aware of because the fees 
and costs were so low. 

He, therefore, was a champion of in-
tegrity and full disclosure of fees in the 
brokerage business and spoke out ag-
gressively in favor of that. Why did he 
say that? Because he thought insiders 
were taking too big a piece of the pie 
and if that money, instead of being 
paid out in fees, sometimes never seen 

by the investors, had been reinvested 
in the stocks or mutual funds, that the 
investor would have ended up with a 
lot more money over a lifetime, and he 
had charts to show it. 

He spoke out against that special in-
terest group because he believed it was 
the right thing to do. He believed in 
representing the consumers, and those 
are the people who make America go. 

He has a wonderful wife Nina who at-
tended Smith College, the London 
School of Economics, and Harvard Law 
School. They have one son, Jake. He 
has chosen to spend more time with 
them. We can certainly understand his 
decision to do that. 

I also thank him for his service to 
the people of the United States. He did 
so in this single term with integrity, 
courage, decency, and a great spirit of 
cooperativeness. I have enjoyed serving 
with him, as did all of us in this body, 
and I wish him Godspeed. 

I yield the floor. 
THE PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Senator from Connecticut is recog-
nized. 

Mr. DODD. I thank the Chair. 
(The remarks of Mr. DODD pertaining 

to the introduction of S. 3020 are print-
ed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘State-
ments on Introduced Bills and Joint 
Resolutions.’’)

N O T I C E

Incomplete record of Senate proceedings. Except for concluding business which follows, 
today’s Senate proceedings will be continued in the next issue of the Record. 

ORDERS FOR SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 20, 2004 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, on be-
half of the majority leader, Dr. BILL 
FRIST, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the Senate completes its business 
today, it adjourn until 11 a.m. on Sat-
urday, November 20. I further ask that 
following the prayer and pledge, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
Journal of proceedings be approved to 
date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved, and there then be a period for 
the transaction of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, to-
morrow the Senate will reconvene to 

consider the Omnibus appropriations 
conference report. It is expected that 
the conference report will be filed to-
night and that the House will begin 
consideration of that measure Satur-
day morning. We will then return to 
business at 11 a.m. with the hope that 
the conference report will be available 
shortly thereafter. 

In addition, the Senate will consider 
the intelligence reform conference re-
port if that is available. Senators 
should expect votes tomorrow, and we 
will notify Members as to when the 
first vote is expected. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 11 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-

sent that the Senate stand in adjourn-
ment under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 8:24 p.m., adjourned until Saturday, 
November 20, 2004, at 11 a.m.

f 

DISCHARGED NOMINATIONS 

The Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations was discharged from further 
consideration of the following nomina-
tions and the nominations were placed 
on the Executive Calendar:

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH 
RALPH L. BOYCE, JR. AND ENDING WITH ROBERT J. 
WHIGHAM, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY 
THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON OCTOBER 7, 2004. 

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH 
ROBERT M. CLAY AND ENDING WITH MARCIA L. NORMAN, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON OC-
TOBER 7, 2004. 
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