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of the Army. The order provides for up
to 3 hours of debate, and if all that
time is used, we will be voting at ap-
proximately 5:156 p.m. today. We will be
updating Members this afternoon as it
becomes clear how much of that debate
time will be necessary.

We will be having discussions with
leadership over the course of the day
on the debt extension bill as to how we
will plan that out in terms of voting so
people will be able to have their sched-
ules accommodated for especially
Thursday. As all of our colleagues
know, the Clinton Library will be inau-
gurated at that point in time, and we
will be making appropriate accom-
modations for voting.

I mentioned the appropriations proc-
ess. I do think we are going to be able
to carry out closure on those negotia-
tions quickly and that we will have
something for action sometime this
week.

We in all likelihood will remain here
this week and finish our work on the
appropriations bill—hopefully this
week, obviously very late this week.
We will keep Senators notified as to
the schedule.

I mentioned the Intelligence reform
bill is still in conference. Members
were working late last night and are in
through today. As I mentioned, it has
been nonstop. I am very hopeful we will
be able to complete that bill as well.

In short, in closing, there are a very
few days remaining. We have a lot of
scheduling challenges. I will be looking
forward to working with our counter-
parts on the other side of the aisle in
addressing the business with the expec-
tation, if at all possible, that we will be
able to complete work this week, which
would be the objective. Again, that is a
lot to accomplish in the next several
days.

I yield the floor.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Democrat leader is recognized.

———
THIS WEEK’S AGENDA

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I want
to acknowledge the work the majority
leader has clearly laid out as an agenda
that I think both sides wish and hope
we can accomplish this week. There is
a lot to be done but a lot has been
done.

The distinguished chairman of the
Appropriations Committee has worked
diligently these past weeks to reach a
point where we have agreement, as I
understand it, on all but one of the
bills. That will allow us to expedite
consideration of the appropriations
process this week.

A lot of work has been done on the
9/11 Commission. Even though we still
have not resolved some of the remain-
ing questions, I hope Senators—and
House Members especially—would re-
frain from extraneous issues because

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

that only complicates our ability to
complete our work.

There is a lot of effort that has been
made now on the nominations package
that has been the subject of a great
deal of discussion and negotiation for
many weeks. As the distinguished ma-
jority leader has noted, there is a pos-
sibility that we could also do IDEA. I
think that would be a great culmina-
tion of the effort that has been made
throughout the last several weeks as
we have looked to completing that
work before the end of the year.

So much remains. Much has been
done. We hope to work very closely
with our Republican friends to make
this as productive a week as we can.

We are also appreciative of the ma-
jority leader’s willingness to accommo-
date the schedule for many of us to
allow for the travel to Little Rock to
attend the dedication ceremonies for
the new Presidential library, the Clin-
ton Library.

It will be an exciting week, a very
busy week, and one that I hope, at the
end of the day, will be a very produc-
tive one as well. I look forward to
working with the majority leader in
that regard and will have more to say
on many of these bills as the week
unfolds.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business until 12:30 p.m., with Senators
permitted to speak for up to 5 minutes
each.

Who seeks recognition?

The majority leader is recognized.

———

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE 108TH
CONGRESS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I will be
very brief. I just want to make a few
more comments since we have a few
minutes before 12:30 and I see we do
have another Senator in the Chamber
who is desiring to speak.

Over the 108th Congress, we have
worked hard to move America forward.
Indeed, we have gotten results. We
have an economy now that is rebound-
ing with job growth that is robust; 2.4
million jobs have been created since
August of last year with 14 straight
months of job gains. We have unem-
ployment down from its 6.3 percent
peak last year. Unemployment rates
have fallen across categories of race
and age and all levels of education. In-
flation remains low. Interest rates re-
main low. Our tax cuts clearly have
had a huge effect on the economy.
Americans today enjoy more of their
hard-earned money to spend, to save,
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to invest as they choose. We have home
ownership at an all-time high including
among African Americans, where it is
at an all-time high. Health care secu-
rity has made huge advances.

We have a lot more to do. Many of
these issues played out in the recent
elections. I think, as we all begin to
plan for the next Congress, clearly
health care will remain high on that
agenda. We have a lot to be proud of in
this Congress in addressing health care
security for seniors, addressing Medi-
care modernization, strengthening of
Medicare with the biggest reform pack-
age in the last 40 years. All this trans-
lates down to better health care secu-
rity for seniors and individuals with
disabilities.

For the first time, Medicare will
cover the most powerful tool we have
in medicine today and that is prescrip-
tion drugs. That is a huge service to
seniors to give them the health care se-
curity they deserve. That is a good
first step. Again, we have to come back
and look and make sure we continue to
strengthen Medicare over time.

Over the last week, as I traveled
around the country, I have taken the
opportunity to ask about these drug
discount cards we have made available
through Medicare. Indeed, 4 million
seniors today have these Medicare dis-
count cards that give them discounts
of 10 percent to 25 percent, which they
simply did not have before we passed
that legislation.

I do want to remind low-income sen-
iors who have not yet signed up for one
of those prescription drug cards that if
you sign up for one of those cards, it
has, in addition to those discounts,
$1,200 of value on it and $600 of that
value will go away after January 1 of
next year. So I encourage you to sign
up for those cards. If you have any
questions, as most seniors know, you
can call 1-800-MEDICARE and have
those questions answered.

Health savings accounts—a lot is
being written about them in the news-
papers today. In fact, in the Federal
Employees Health Benefits Plan, med-
ical savings accounts for the first time
will be made an option for us in the
Senate and for the 8 or 9 or 10 million
Federal employees around the country.
Indeed, I look forward to signing up for
a health savings account myself here
as we reenroll in the next several
weeks.

The President’s agenda for the up-
coming Congress is going to be vig-
orous. I had the opportunity to meet
with the President yesterday, and with
the Speaker of the House. Although we
focused mainly on finishing the work
over the course of this week, as I men-
tioned in my opening statement, I am
very excited about the agenda, the vi-
sion that is laid out for next year.

As I also said in my opening com-
ments, I look forward to working ag-
gressively across the aisle, with civil-
ity, in a bipartisan way, as we address
this agenda that the American people
really deserve. The issues are many.
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