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U.S. State Department has commented dip-
lomatically: “The arrest and trial of Mikhail
Trepashkin raised concerns about the undue
influence of the FSB and arbitrary use of the
judicial system.”

Today Mr. Trepashkin is held in a
Volokolamsk city jail in a 130-square foot, lice-
infested cell, which he shares with six other
prisoners. He suffers from asthma but report-
edly has been denied health care or even
medicine. These arduous conditions may be
retaliation for Mr. Trepashkin’s filing a com-
plaint to the European Court of Human Rights
in Strasbourg.

It is difficult to believe that President Putin,
given his KGB and FSB background, is un-
aware of the controversy surrounding the
bombing investigations and the possibility that
elements of the security services were in-
volved. He must realize that corruption and
personal vendettas within the FSB are dan-
gerous commodities not only for the people of
Russia, but for an entire civilized world that re-
lies on the combined efforts of the intelligence
community in the war against terrorism.

| urge President Putin to order a thorough
and honest investigation of  Mikhail
Trepashkin’s jailing and full cooperation with
the Kovalev Commission. While the jury is still
out on the 1999 bombings, persecution of
those who want to find out the truth does not
add to Mr. Putin’s credibility among those in
the West who so far have been willing to give
him the benefit of the doubt.

——————

HONORING ANNIE COX’S DEDICA-
TION TO CANNON COUNTY’S
CHILDREN

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Annie Cox for her remarkable career as
an educator. Mrs. Cox has been teaching Mid-
dle Tennessee’s children for an astounding 56
years. Generations of families have had the
privilege of being her students.

Mrs. Cox began her extraordinary teaching
career by spending a year in the Nashville
Public School System. She then took a posi-
tion with Cannon County Schools, where she
has remained for the past 55 years. She has
been honored nine times as a local Teacher of
the Year. Middle Tennessee State University
has inducted her into its Tennessee Teacher
Hall of Fame. And three different governors
have recognized her outstanding service.

While earning these accolades, Mrs. Cox
has found time to coach girls’ basketball for
the past three decades. Her players have
learned more than just on-the-court skills; they
have learned character traits that last a life-
time.

The students and teachers of West Side
School in Readyville, Tennesseee, will honor
their beloved Mrs. Cox on Sunday, November
21, with the dedication of the “Dr.” Annie Cox
Pavilion. The pavilion, which was funded en-
tirely by generous donations, will serve as a
gathering point for future generations of Can-
non County residents.

Annie Cox’s devotion to her students can in-
spire us all. | commend her for her unselfish
service and wish her all the best in the future.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO PALISADE
LIONS CLUB STILT WALKERS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to the Palisade Lions Club stilt walkers
who have walked in parades all over the coun-
try, to bring attention to the Colorado peach
industry and the benevolent goals of the Colo-
rado Lions Club. Their efforts continue to dis-
tinguish the heritage of Palisade, Colorado
and a statue to commemorate the walkers
was recently dedicated to the town on its cen-
tennial anniversary. It is my privilege in recog-
nizing their accomplishments before this body
of Congress and this Nation.

The original five stilt walkers included Gene
Taylor, Ray Denison, Bob Ames, and Hamp-
ton and Lyndon Granat. The stilts were func-
tionally used to prune the higher sections of
fruit trees, but after their first appearance in a
parade in 1955 they became the symbol of the
Lions Club International and the Colorado
peach industry. Together the stilt walkers and
their wives made their own costumes and trav-
eled to parades in Chicago, New York City,
and numerous local Colorado events, grabbing
the attention of newspapers all across the
country.

Mr. Speaker, the original stilt walkers of the
Palisade Lions Club have since passed away,
but their memory lives on in the community
and the peach industry as the town of Pali-
sade celebrates its centennial this year. | am
honored to stand before this body of Congress
and this Nation and recognize their unique
heritage.

HONORING JO ANN SORENSEN
HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to thank and honor Jo Ann Sorensen for
her exemplary public service as Clear Creek
County Commissioner for almost eight years.
| would also like to thank her on behalf of all
Coloradans for the in-depth and diverse phil-
anthropic work that she has contributed to the
community. She has ensured that our great
state remains a very special place to live and
has innately displayed the qualities of a dedi-
cated public servant.

Throughout her life, Jo Ann has dem-
onstrated time and time again that she excels
in all of her endeavors. She has served on al-
most every possible steering committee to
represent not only Clear Creek County’s inter-
ests, but also those of the 1-70 corridor com-
munities. It has been through this committee
work that Jo Ann has achieved her numerous
successes. Putting local and regional issues at
the forefront of her agenda, she has system-
atically made it her cause to learn and under-
stand the problems that plague our commu-
nity. Through the wealth of knowledge that
she has acquired, she has been able to help
address these issues with her fellow County
Commissioners, allowing her to volunteer her
time for various other projects. Recently, Jo
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Ann was selected to receive the prestigious
Colorado Counties, Inc., CCl, Commissioner
of the Year Award. This award is a true testa-
ment to Jo Ann’s long and distinguished list of
achievements.

Jo Ann’s work spans many areas. Aside
from serving as Vice Chairman of the CCI
Mountain District, she has spearheaded many
reforms to better the lives of Colorado citizens.
Working with her colleague Clear Creek Coun-
ty Commissioners, Jo Ann has greatly contrib-
uted to many transportation initiatives for the
1-70 Corridor Counties, while at the same
time helping to revamp the Emergency Serv-
ices in her area by pushing for the Reverse
911 Programs. It is this type of multi-faceted
focus that has allowed Jo Ann to direct her
energies into numerous projects and reforms.

But if one was to look at her many accom-
plishments, they would notice that her
strengths reside squarely in her efforts to
maintain the environment. Not only has Jo
Ann testified at the Colorado Water Conserva-
tion Board on watershed development im-
pacts, she has led the fight to protect the Bea-
ver Brook Watershed property and participated
in the establishment of the James Peak Wil-
derness. Her emphasis on preservation has
allowed all Coloradans to enjoy the ridgeline
beauty and pristine lakes that Colorado has to
offer.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in expressing our gratitude to Jo Ann
Sorensen for her many years of public service
and her contributions to the people of Colo-
rado. | have only touched on a small fraction
of Jo Ann’s work, and | believe that she has
displayed numerous times why she is deserv-
ing of our recognition. Although she is leaving
her post as a county commissioner, | am sure,
given her energy, dedication and passion for
maintaining and improving the quality of life for
all Coloradans that she will remain active in
community issues. | wish her and her family
good health and happiness for many years to
come.

—————

HONORING TECHNICIAN 5TH CLASS
JUSTICE LAWSON

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Technician 5th
Class Justice Lawson of the United States
Army, a World War Il veteran from Florida. His
sister lives in Zephyrhills, Florida.

It is my pleasure to recognize Mr. Lawson
for his heroism and bravery as a United States
soldier who fought in the Second World War.
He served in the 3rd Tank Battalion of the
10th Armored Division.

| presented Justice Lawson’s sister with the
Purple Heart, the oldest military decoration in
the world.

In the Second World War an astounding
292,000 soldiers never came home. Their loss
leaves a void in the hearts of families and in
the soul of a generation. The heroism and
dedication of these young men is what has
made our military the greatest fighting force in
the world. The courage they displayed during
their service in World War 1l is exemplary of
the American spirit. Their bravery will not be
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forgotten as Americans and freedom loving
people all over the world remain indebted to
their service.

Though he earned this honor, Justice never
received it from the Defense Department and
| am pleased to have the opportunity to
present to his family the Purple Heart for his
selfless devotion to duty and service to the
United States.

———

COMMENDING RICHARD MALIS,
DAVID WHITE, AND TONI’S
DANCE ACADEMY

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to commend a few dedicated indi-
viduals who have made significant contribu-
tions to Northwest Indiana. Richard Malis,
David White, and Toni’'s Dance Academy, will
be recognized by the Greater Portage Cham-
ber of Commerce at the Annual Fall Dinner/
Dance and Recognition Ceremony awards, on
Saturday, November 20, 2004.

These loyal and dedicated individuals will
share this prestigious honor. Each one of
these individuals has played a key role in en-
riching the quality of life in Northwest Indiana.
These individuals are being honored for their
tireless efforts and dedication to the Portage
community.

Richard Malis will be honored with the Hu-
manitarian of the Year Award. Richard actively
promotes and provides humanitarian services
to the Portage community without regard to
monetary gain. His outstanding service and
donation of time represents the epitome of
what a dedicated public servant should be.

David White will be honored with the Out-
standing Public Citizen Award. David is recog-
nized for his commitment to the Portage com-
munity. He is a well respected individual who
volunteers his time and abilities to improve the
quality of life for the residents in Portage.
David has given his time and efforts selflessly
to his community to enhance the image of
Portage.

Further, Toni’s Dance Academy will be rec-
ognized with the Putting Portage on the Map
Award. This award recognizes those individ-
uals, teams, or organizations whose achieve-
ments bring state or national recognition to the
Portage community. Toni’'s Dance Academy
has achieved success in inspiring and ena-
bling individuals to realize their full potential as
productive, responsible, and caring citizens.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
these individuals for their outstanding contribu-
tions to Indiana’s First Congressional District.
Their commitment to improving the quality of
life for the people of Northwest Indiana is truly
inspirational and should be recognized and
commended.
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RECOGNIZING UNIVISION’S SALUD
ES VIDA...JENTERATE! CAMPAIGN

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before you
today to recognize and applaud the efforts of
Univision Communications Inc. for their suc-
cessful health initiative campaign, “Salud es
Vida...Entérate!” As the leading Spanish-lan-
guage media company in the United States,
Univision’s health education initiative was
launched on November 19, 2003, to raise
awareness, increase knowledge and encour-
age positive decision-making concerning
health care issues in the Latino community.

The groundbreaking health initiative has
successfully promoted wellness among U.S.
Latinos through news programs, public service
announcements, literature and an on-line cam-
paign. The Entérate! campaign has featured
nationally recognized Latino celebrities and
medical experts who educate Univision’s audi-
ence on health issues and promote habits of
healthy living, access to care and disease-
specific prevention and treatment.

The interactive website, Univision.com, pro-
vides information on nutrition, exercise, stress,
and alcohol use, empowering users to take
control of their health. These programs have
proven to be a critical health resource in help-
ing Latinos break health access barriers and
change attitudes for healthy living.

Univision’s Entérate! campaign has reached
millions of Latinos, improving overall knowl-
edge and understanding of diseases such as
diabetes, cancer, heart disease, asthma, and
HIV/AIDS which disproportionately impact
Latino communities. | am particularly im-
pressed with the campaign’s inclusion of den-
tal health—an issue that is too often over-
looked in our community, where more than 40
percent of Latino children have untreated den-
tal decay.

Univision’s health initiative is testament to
the genuine dedication of the company to im-
proving the well-being of its audience. | ap-
plaud the efforts of Univision and look forward
to the continued success of “Salud es
Vida...Entérate!”

———

BRING PAUL KLEBNIKOV’S
KILLERS TO JUSTICE

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
want to call the attention of my colleagues to
the death of journalist Paul Klebnikov, who
was murdered on July 9 of this year outside
his Moscow office. An American citizen of
Russian lineage, Mr. Klebnikov was editor of
the Russian edition of Forbes magazine. Ac-
cording to the Committee to Protect Journal-
ists, he was the 11th journalist killed in Russia
in a contract-style murder in the past four and
a half years.

Mr. Klebnikov had achieved prominence as
a result of his investigative journalism which
often focused on the connections between
business, politics and crime in Russia. Mr.
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Klebnikov’s investigations resulted in his writ-
ing two books, both devoted to exposing cor-
ruption within Russia’s business and political
sectors. Clearly, he made powerful enemies.
There has been speculation that his murder
was connected to a Forbes article that fo-
cused on Moscow’s 100 wealthiest people.
Someone, goes the theory, did not care for
the publicity. Another suggestion is that Mr.
Klebnikov’'s book Conversation with a Bar-
barian: Interview with a Chechen Field Com-
mander on Banditry and Islam may have
sparked a motive for the murder.

It was Mr. Klebnikov’'s love of Russia and
his belief that reforms were advancing the na-
tion toward a greater transparency in business
and politics that motivated him to launch the
Russian edition of Forbes magazine in April
2004. Mr. Klebnikov was committed to expos-
ing and confronting corruption in the hope that
such work would contribute to a brighter future
for the people of Russia. He believed that ac-
countability was an essential element to
achieve lasting reforms.

Unfortunately, this hope for a better future in
Russia has been dealt a serious blow by the
murder of Paul Klebnikov. As | and ten other
Members of the Helsinki Commission wrote to
President Putin on October 5th of this year,
much more is at stake than determining who
killed Paul Klebnikov. The fear and self-cen-
sorship arising from the murders of journalists
in Russia only serves to add to the corruption
of government officials and businessmen. A
cowed press cannot be the effective instru-
ment for building the free and prosperous so-
ciety that Mr. Putin purports to seek.

Mr. Speaker, according to the Russian news
agency ITAR-TASS, on the occasion of “Mili-
tia Day,” November 10, President Vladimir
Putin told police officials that protecting the
economy from crime and fighting corruption is
a priority task in Russia. | would urge Mr.
Putin to back up these words with action. Rus-
sian authorities should investigate to the fullest
extent possible the murder of Mr. Klebnikov,
no matter where the trail leads.

Only through rule of law and accountability
can Russia achieve the safe, free and com-
fortable future that Mr. Klebnikov believed was
possible.

—

PAYING TRIBUTE TO KRIS
GARDNER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Kris Gardner, a skillful business man-
ager and dedicated member of her Glenwood
Springs, Colorado community. Kris has de-
voted over thirty years to Alpine Bank and |
am proud to stand here with my colleagues
before this body of Congress and this Nation
today to recognize her many years of service.

The first female bank president of Alpine
Bank, Kris’ talent and dedication has made
much of Alpine Bank’s success possible
through the years. Over the course of her ca-
reer she has been named Businesswoman of
the Year and received the Distinguished Serv-
ice Award from the Glenwood Springs Cham-
ber of Commerce from 1980 through 1983.
She has served on the Glenwood Springs
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