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Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
memory of Madge Jennings Overhouse to rec-
ognize her lifelong achievements and indis-
putable legacy of selfless volunteerism and
dedication to public service. Madge Jennings
Overhouse was born on July 29, 1924 in The
Dalles, Oregon, and soon moved to San Jose.
She attended San Jose State University, grad-
uating cum laude in history, where she met
her husband, a member of both the football
and track teams. Madge married Howard
Overhouse in 1949, and they had one son,
Richard, and three lovely grandchildren, Ash-
ley Ann, Katie and Will Overhouse.

Madge was a descendant of several gen-
erations of San Jose natives who served their
city and passed that community service ethic
on to her. The city’s first and third fire chiefs,
George and Richard Brown, were ancestors,
and her father, Ralph James, was a San Jose
fire captain. Her late husband, Howard
Overhouse, also was a city firefighter. Madge
herself worked for thirty years as a librarian at
San Jose State University and San Jose City
College.

Her career as a librarian spanned almost 40
years and two institutions, beginning at San
Jose State, then moved to San Jose Commu-
nity College. Typical of Madge, she assumed
a leadership role in her profession, serving on
the Santa Clara County Library Commission
from 1976 to 1982, as well as serving on the
California Library Agency for Systems and
Services from 1979 to 1984, representing
Santa Clara County as an alternate for Super-
visor Rod Diridon. Madge also served on the
Steering Committee for the Master Plan of
California Libraries.

Madge’s multitude of contributions to the
community throughout her lifetime is legend,
and the list of civic organizations that Madge
has helped is extensive. We would like to take
a moment to reflect on a few pivotal moments
here.

Madge was one of the first women to serve
on the Executive Board of the Santa Clara
County chapter of the Boy Scouts of America.
The Santa Clara County Fair Association ben-
efited from Madge’s input as a Board member
from 1987 to 1995. Madge also served on the
boards of the lota Delta Chapter of the Chi
Omega sorority and the Campbell Historical
Preservation Board. Madge was a long-time
member of the San Jose Metropolitan Cham-
ber of Commerce. In addition, Madge lent her
talents to the Multi-Modal Transportation Task
Force, which led to the completion of Highway
85, which is now a major transportation artery
in the Bay Area. She was honored in 1994 as
a County Woman of Achievement for her vol-
unteerism. At the time, she was the political
director for the county Democratic Information
Center, which she co-founded in 1969. In
1986, she was named County Democrat of the
Year. She was a Democratic nominee for the
22nd Assembly District in 1974, served as
chairwoman of the Northern California wom-
en’s division of the Democratic Party and was
selected to vote as an elector in the 1992
Electoral College. Over the years, she has
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been honored by local police, firefighters and
the AFL-CIO Labor Council. This past Janu-
ary 2003, she was presented the California
Democratic Party’s lifetime  achievement
award.

Madge Overhouse, known for years as the
godmother of the Democratic Party in Santa
Clara County, hobnobbed with top local, state
and national Democrats for more than 30
years. She was a Democratic National Com-
mittee member and attended all but one of the
party’s conventions, since Jimmy Carter's
presidency.

Madge began volunteering for political
causes when politics was uncharted territory
for women. As a result, she helped future gen-
erations of women see more possibilities avail-
able to them in politics. Also known as an Or-
acle of the Democratic Party, Madge lent her
expertise to the careers of many public offi-
cials both male and female. Speaking from
personal experience, Madge’s gentleness in
behavior, in advice and admonition will be my
compass.

It was on Wednesday, September 29, 2004
that Madge Overhouse died of apparent heart
failure after battling breast cancer for two
years. She was 80. The original diagnosis of
cancer was she had a month to live.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to mourn the loss
of a friend, a role model and a constant inspi-
ration. Madge Overhouse’s heroic service to
our community and guidance to individuals in-
spired many to go beyond their expectations
and, as a result, contribute to the betterment
of our beautiful and diverse community in
Santa Clara County. Madge was a true hero,
in every word and action.
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Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Yuliya Kostromitina, a student
from McKay High School in Salem, Oregon.
Yuliya, the daughter of immigrants from Rus-
sia, was selected as a delegate to the Na-
tional Council for Community and Education
Partnerships 2004 Youth Leadership Con-
ference in Washington, DC. As a result of the
leadership demonstrated by Ms. Kostromitina,
she was chosen as one of just four students
nationwide, and one of forty internationally, to
attend the 7th International Partnership Net-
work Conference in London, England.

Yuliya’s achievement is proof that the GEAR
UP program, or Gaining Early Awareness and
Preparedness for Undergraduate Programs, in
which she participates at McKay High, can
help build great students. GEAR UP provides
five-year grants to states and partnerships to
provide services at high-poverty middle and
high schools. GEAR UP programs serve an
entire group of students beginning in middle
school and continuing through high school.
Within each school GEAR UP funds are used
to provide meaningful academic enrichment
activities that result in systemic school im-
provement and increased student achievement
that will prepare students to go to college.
GEAR UP funds are also used to provide col-
lege scholarships to low-income students.
With its emphasis on school improvement,
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GEAR UP dovetails well with the high stand-
ards set by No Child Left Behind and gives
schools the resources needed to meet NCLB
standards. This outstanding program helps at-
risk students succeed in school and prepares
them to attend college, an option many of
them had previously considered out of reach.
GEAR UP helps students from low-income
backgrounds realize that they too can succeed
in college and shows them the path to a better
future.

As Congress considers reauthorization of
the Higher Education Act, | hope my col-
leagues will recognize the value of the GEAR
UP program and continue to provide re-
sources that will help students like Yuliya
reach their potential.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Mim Kelber, one of the bright, shin-
ing lights of the women’s movement. Mim
passed away this summer, leaving a legacy of
extraordinary activism and passion for social
justice. Best known as Bella Abzug’s best
friend, soul mate and speechwriter, Mim was
also a much-admired activist and leader in her
own right.

| had the privilege of speaking at her memo-
rial service on August 17, 2004 where | said,
“This weekend the world lost one of the great
feminists—Mim Kelber.

A labor journalist, freelance writer and activ-
ist, Mim devoted her life to improving the
world she lived in. Together with her great
friend, Bella Abzug, Mim encouraged women
to use their political power to ensure their
rights.

There is not an American woman alive
today who does not have more rights, com-
mand more respect or enjoy more opportunity
as a result of their work together. Mim and
Bella broke through barriers, shattered glass
ceilings and woke people up.

Mim was a consummate organizer, a terrific
writer and a true idealist. As co-founder of the
National Women’s Political Caucus, the
Women USA Fund, the Women’s Foreign Pol-
icy Council and WEDO, Mim worked to bring
other women together to work to achieve com-
mon goals.

As an author, Mim helped draft a roadmap
for women to follow in fighting for our rights.
She wrote part of Bella’s unyielding call to
arms, including the Contract with the Women
of the USA. Mim used her pen to help people
change the way they looked at the world and
how they lived their lives.

Whenever | wanted to organize women to
pass the ERA, to fund UNFPA or to bring
women together for any cause, | would call
Mim. She was a source of inspiration for me.
A veteran of many of the old battles, she al-
ways had good advice about how to fight new
struggles.

It is incumbent upon all women to keep her
spirit alive and to further the irresistible mo-
mentum that Mim helped foster. May we long
remember her contributions.

To honor her memory, | want to insert into
the RECORD some of the other loving tributes
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