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County Labor Council; senior vice president of
the Oregon State Fire Fighters Council; and
Executive Board member of the Oregon AFL—
ClO.

In solidarity and strength, | am proud to sa-
lute Frank Jackson for his wholehearted com-
mitment to organized labor and working peo-
ple in Oregon.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF THE ENHANC-
ING NUTRITION IN MEDICAL
EDUCATION ACT OF 2004

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
the importance of nutrition in attaining and
maintaining a healthy lifestyle is well known.
Today, as countless reports and articles call
attention to the obesity epidemic in our coun-
try, it is more important than ever that we
focus on preventive health measures including
good nutrition habits. Nutrition plays a signifi-
cant role in the onset and progression of six
of the ten leading causes of death. Nutrition
intervention also decreases morbidity, mor-
tality, human suffering, and medical costs.

That is why in 1990 Congress mandated
that our Nation’s medical schools integrate nu-
trition education into their curricula. Today,
however—14 years late—many physicians
and medical students are still requesting more
training and education in nutrition. | believe
now is the time to take action to provide addi-
tional resources for medical schools through-
out the country to address the known desire
and demonstrated need for increased training
and education in nutrition.

To that end, | rise today to introduce the En-
hancing Nutrition in Medical Education Act of
2004. This legislation authorizes a grant pro-
gram for which all U.S. allopathic medical
schools would be eligible to apply, to assist
them in developing, implementing, and inte-
grating innovative nutrition components into
their existing medical education curriculum. To
name a few of the requirements, the grants
will focus on preventive health measures such
as education on the causes, treatment, and
prevention of obesity; prevention and treat-
ment of common nutritional deficiencies; and
office education and counseling to ensure ap-
propriate diet for mostly healthy people. The
grants awarded will be in the amount of
$50,000 for any fiscal year, or a total of
$100,000 for the 2-year duration of the grant.

Also, schools awarded grants will be re-
quired to submit a report to the Secretary of
HHS describing the nutrition curricula they de-
veloped, along with results achieved through
its implementation. The Secretary will in turn
be responsible for disseminating a report to all
medical schools nationwide comprised of nutri-
tion curriculum descriptions developed by the
grantees. The reporting requirement will en-
sure that medical schools who either chose
not to apply for the grants or who were not
awarded grants still receive information and
models on nutrition curricula they can incor-
porate into their own.

In 2003 a survey was conducted of all ac-
credited medical and osteopathic colleges in
the U.S. to determine the present state of nu-
trition training in medical school curricula. This

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

study showed positive trends, but with much
room to grow. The study found that a nutrition
course was required in forty percent of the
medical and osteopathic programs, an elective
course in 13 percent, and 24 percent of the
schools integrated the subject in other
courses. Approximately 23 percent lacked nu-
trition of any type. Schools that required nutri-
tion showed a mean number of 2.5 credit
hours, and it was rare for medical programs to
require more than one nutrition course or for
the course to exceed three credit hours.

Mr. Speaker, a similar survey conducted in
1997-1998 showed that 26 percent of medical
school programs required nutrition courses.
The slight increase in programs requiring nutri-
tion courses is certainly a positive trend, but
considering the alarming rates of obesity, dia-
betes, and other negative health affects asso-
ciated with poor nutrition, we must do more.

The Enhancing Nutrition in Medical Edu-
cation Act provides no new mandates to med-
ical schools, but simply allows them the oppor-
tunity to access additional funds to enhance
and increase nutrition education in their cur-
riculum. | would like to thank the people at the
American Dietetic Association and the Asso-
ciation of American Medical Colleges, as well
as the many others who have helped me in
developing this legislation. | urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

TOMORROW’S PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION IN AFGHANISTAN

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the people, and the transitional gov-
ernment, of the Islamic State of Afghanistan
on tomorrow’s historic Presidential election.
The Afghan people have come a long way in
the past few years and deserve the recogni-
tion and support of the U.S. Congress.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, the people of Af-
ghanistan are at a historic turning point. Lead-
ing to tomorrow’s election, great progress has
been made in their electoral process: of an es-
timated 10 million eligible voters, more than 9
million have registered, and more than 40 per-
cent of them are women.

| congratulate the Afghan people on this
high registration percentage, and | applaud the
diversity of the electorate and the 18 Presi-
dential candidates. Their participation symbol-
izes a true commitment to pluralism, democ-
racy, and to an open electoral process.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Afghanistan are
still facing very real threats, however. There
are still news reports of voter intimidation and
violence against voters and poll-workers.
There are even reports of Taliban loyalists ad-
vertising rewards for anyone who kills a poll-
worker.

| would like to commend President Hamid
Karzai for his leadership in opposition to these
militants. Under President Karzai, the Afghan
people continue to stand tall, bringing their
country to its moment of democracy. They
have remained steadfast and, in spite of the
risks, have continued to register to vote in
droves.

While Afghanistan has a long way yet to go,
its people have come a long way already. The
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greatest threat to the fundamentalists that
would do harm to America is exactly what will
take place tomorrow in Afghanistan: Democ-
racy. And for that, Mr. Speaker, | commend
the Afghan people.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DESIGNA-
TION OF OCTOBER 12-20, 2004, AS
NATIONAL AWARENESS WEEK
FOR THE F.0.P. CAMPAIGN

HON. VITO FOSSELLA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva (F.O.P.) Awareness Campaign
and the declaration of October 12-20, 2004 as
National Awareness Week. Currently 220
Americans have been diagnosed with this rare
and incurable disease. F.O.P. is a musculo-
skeletal disorder that leads to the growth and
formation of additional bones, ultimately form-
ing a “second skeleton” in the human body.
Due to the diligent and dedicated efforts of the
friends and family of those diagnosed with
F.O.P., there is a growing campaign to raise
awareness about the disease and muster sup-
port for F.O.P. research. In addition, President
Bush has declared the years 2002 through
2011 as the National Bone and Joint Decade;
the kick-off for which is the National Aware-
ness week set to begin October 12. | ask my
colleagues to join me in celebrating the ob-
servance of Bone and Joint Decade National
Awareness Week and to encourage our fellow
citizens to support awareness and research of
musculoskeletal disorders.

———

INTRODUCTION OF “PREVENTING
SEXUAL ASSAULTS IN THE MILI-
TARY ACT OF 2004

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce legislation, the “Preventing Sexual As-
saults in the Military Act of 2004,” along with
Representatives ELLEN TAUSCHER, DIANE WAT-
SON, and ED TOWNS, which would appropriate
such funds as are necessary for fiscal years
2005 through 2007 to eliminate the backlog in
processing DNA evidence, to ensure that test-
ing takes place in a timely manner, to provide
an adequate supply of forensic evidence col-
lection kits at all domestic and overseas U.S.
military installations, military academies, and
theaters of operation, and to ensure that at
least one military medical personnel member,
who is trained as a Sexual Assault Nurse Ex-
aminer (SANE) or Sexual Assault Forensic Ex-
aminer (SAFE), is on duty at all times in the
health care facility at a military academy, do-
mestic military base, overseas military base,
and theaters of operation, except where a
memorandum of understanding is issued be-
tween the military installation and a local civil-
ian hospital.

Rapes and sexual assaults are far too com-
mon in both civilian life and in the military. As
the April 2004 report issued by the Pentagon
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