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Yet we have not had a national debate on 

the draft and we certainly did not have that 
debate this week. H.R. 163 was not marked 
up or voted on by any committee here in the 
House. This bill was added to the suspension 
calendar of the House reserved for non-
controversial items. And yet it is quite con-
troversial. 

Mr. Speaker, the war in Iraq—combined 
with other worldwide deployments in Afghani-
stan, Korea, and over 140 other countries— 
has put an enormous strain on our active duty 
and reserve soldiers. We have seen under-
paid, ill-equipped, and overextended American 
troops fighting in Iraq. More than two-thirds of 
New Jersey’s National Guard will be activated 
this year. There are hard questions that need 
to be answered about how we can continue 
this war, at this pace. We do need to review 
our commitments overseas and asses our 
ability to meet them. This bill shows that a Na-
tional debate on these issues is greatly need-
ed. This week, we did not have that debate. 
The House leaders simply tried to make a po-
litical point, but I hope that this has sown the 
seeds of the discussion. The nation’s military 
leaders are nearly unanimous in saying that 
the military can meet its needs better without 
a draft. None of us here in the House today 
would be eligible under a potential draft. We 
are too old. And I would like to see this debate 
with the input of the young people who are af-
fected by it. I feel strongly that we should all 
go back to our districts and continue this dis-
cussion—but with those who it will be affected 
by it. 

I do not believe that an active military draft 
system is currently necessary or advisable. 
More important, the generals and admirals do 
not believe that a draft is necessary or advis-
able. I have co-sponsored legislation intro-
duced by Representative ELLEN TAUSCHER to 
meet military manpower needs by temporarily 
increasing by 8 percent the end-strength num-
bers of our all-volunteer armed forces during 
the next five years and increasing enlistees’ 
pay and benefits accordingly (H.R. 3696). This 
alternative approach would increase the volun-
teer numbers of active duty-soldiers gradually 
over the next five years, thus enabling mem-
bers of the National Guard and Reserve to ro-
tate out or transition voluntarily into active duty 
slots with better benefits and equipment. 

Mr. Speaker, I have heard from many moms 
and dads, and I have heard from many stu-
dents from all across my district who are dis-
turbed by the idea of renewing the draft and 
I agree with them. We do not need to return 
to the draft system. 
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MENTAL ILLNESS AWARENESS 
WEEK 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 7, 2004 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, October 
3–9 is Mental Illness Awareness Week. During 
any one-year period, up to 50 million Ameri-
cans—more than 22 percent—suffer from a 
clearly diagnosable mental disorder involving a 
degree of incapacity that interferes with em-
ployment, attendance at school or daily life. 
Like so many disorders, mental illness does 
not discriminate and affects every age, ethnic, 
and socioeconomic group. 

During this week, there will be a more visi-
ble push in the communities to get the infor-
mation out about mental illness. There will be 
booths set up and mental health fairs across 
our country as a way to reach out to more 
people. I commend the efforts of organizations 
and individuals who not only during this week 
but throughout the year work to help others 
identify and treat their mental illness. 

Unfortunately, their hard work is somewhat 
stifled when there is not equal health care for 
mental illness or every person needing psy-
chiatric care does not have access to a psy-
chiatrist of their choice. With one in four adults 
suffering from a mental illness or substance 
use disorder in any year, it is likely that every 
family will feel this impact. Yet, most health 
plans discriminate by providing less care for 
mental illness, and by requiring patients and 
their families to pay more out-of-pocket costs. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress needs to correct this 
disparity. Our constituents should not be pe-
nalized because they have a mental illness 
compared to a physical illness. We should en-
sure that the mental health system provide a 
more individualized and holistic approach to 
care without shame or inequity in coverage. 
Mental illness is like most physical illnesses; 
the patient is in need of treatment, support 
and rehabilitation. 
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JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL 
REUNION, YORK, SOUTH CAROLINA 

HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR. 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, on the weekend 
before Labor Day, some four hundred alumni 
of Jefferson High School gathered for their 
first reunion since Jefferson closed more than 
thirty years ago. 

Jefferson got its start in a frame school 
house built for African-American students next 
to Wesley United Methodist Church on West 
Jefferson Street in York, South Carolina. From 
there, Jefferson graduated to a Rosenwald 
school and became the African-American pub-
lic school in a racially segregated system Al-
though the system was called ‘‘separate but 
equal,’’ Jefferson never had facilities or teach-
ing materials equal to its counterparts, the 
white schools that I attended. Used books 
were passed on from white students, dated 
and worn. The school district built a new high 
school for white students in 1950, but left 
black students to make the best of their old 
one. The students, teachers, and administra-
tors at Jefferson did just that. They made the 
most of their circumstances. The students who 
came back for this Reunion did not dwell on 
what they lacked at Jefferson High School. 
They saluted teachers who took a personal in-
terest, believed in them, and encouraged them 
to excel. They recalled their formidable teams 
in football and basketball and the musical tal-
ent they produced. They recognized the val-
ues instilled in them for a lifetime. 

When the alumni sat down for a banquet 
the last night of their reunion, the pride they 
felt at being ‘‘Jeffersonians’’ was easily felt 
and well-founded. Among the four hundred at-
tending the dinner, there were graduates who 
had risen to the highest levels of the Civil 
Service and become department heads in 

state government; Ph.D.’s in the sciences and 
liberal arts; college professors; school teach-
ers, successful entrepreneurs, attorneys; and 
many more who had distinguished them-
selves. The banquet speaker, Roberta Wright, 
symbolized their success. She finished Jeffer-
son and went on to become a Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate of Fisk University and the University 
of Michigan School of Law. She made a stir-
ring speech, challenging everyone to do more 
for the common good. 

With the onset of integration in the early 
1970s, Jefferson High School came to an end. 
But the three-day reunion made clear that Jef-
ferson lives on in the lives it made better. 
Hundreds of the alumni attending attested to 
better, more productive lives because of what 
they learned at Jefferson under teachers who 
cared, encouraged, and challenged. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ADMIRAL 
THOMAS H. MOORER 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, on February 5 
of this year, a legendary American naval hero 
passed away in Bethesda, Maryland. Admiral 
Thomas H. Moorer epitomized the finest quali-
ties of dedication and national service. His dis-
tinguished naval career spanned 41 years, in-
cluding service as a naval aviator, as one of 
the first pilots off the ground during the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, as a decorated hero of nu-
merous combat missions in the Southwest Pa-
cific and the Battle of Midway, as Commander 
in Chief of the Pacific Fleet, as commander of 
NATO’s U.S. Atlantic Command and the U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet, becoming the only officer in the 
Navy’s history to command both our Atlantic 
and Pacific Fleets, as Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and as a tireless advocate for American 
veterans. Admiral Moorer was instrumental in 
establishing the United States Navy Memorial 
on Pennsylvania Avenue. In numerous ap-
pearances before Congressional Committees, 
Admiral Moorer provided valuable testimony 
on a variety of national security concerns. 

Capping this extraordinary career, Admiral 
Moorer made his final appearance on Capitol 
Hill on October 22, 2003, as Chairman of the 
Independent Commission of Inquiry into the 
1967 attack on the USS Liberty. It is a privi-
lege for me to introduce the Findings of the 
Independent Commission of Inquiry Into the 
Israeli Attack on the USS Liberty into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 
FINDINGS OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION OF 

INQUIRY INTO THE ISRAELI ATTACK ON THE 
USS ‘‘LIBERTY,’’ THE RECALL OF MILITARY 
RESCUE SUPPORT AIRCRAFT WHILE THE SHIP 
WAS UNDER ATTACK, AND THE SUBSEQUENT 
COVER-UP BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERN-
MENT 

We, the undersigned, having undertaken an 
independent investigation of Israel’s attack 
on the USS Liberty, including eyewitness tes-
timony from surviving crewmembers, a re-
view of naval and other official records, an 
examination of official statements by the 
Israeli and American governments, a study 
of the conclusions of all previous official in-
quiries, and a consideration of important 
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