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The goal with this bill, and the bill | was
proud to sponsor earlier in this session, is to
ensure our Nation remains a competitive force
in the world. | hope a secondary effect will be
to send a strong signal that America honors
and respects those who accept the calling to
teach. | am proud that my wife Roxanne has
been a teacher in Lexington County encour-
aging young people to reach their highest ful-
fillment. This bill provides a common sense
solution that shuts down excess profits for
loan providers, and directs the resources to
one of our Nation’s most valuable resources—
teachers, professional educators who make a
difference in children’s lives.

| urge my colleagues to support passage of
H.R. 5186.

May God bless our troops, and we will
never forget September 11th.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank you for all of
your efforts in bringing forward this very impor-
tant piece of legislation. It will serve to provide
a much-needed benefit to highly qualified
teachers teaching in title | schools. The bene-
fits provided in this legislation will increase
loan forgiveness for those teachers in the high
shortage subject areas of math, science and
special education. In addition to the important
role that special education teachers play in the
lives of students with disabilities, | would also
like to recognize the importance of the many
related service providers that help children
with disabilities every day. Speech-language
pathologists and audiologists provide the sin-
gle largest component of related services
under IDEA and are key to providing a quality
education to children with disabilities. A num-
ber of independent studies conducted by the
U.S. Department of Education and other orga-
nizations have concluded that we must do
more to attract people into these professions,
or we will be faced with a chronic shortage of
such personnel in our schools within the next
decade. | am pleased with the efforts we are
making today to address these shortages, and
| look forward to working with you in the future
to do even more.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 5186. This legislation ends the
loophole that allowed some tax-exempt stu-
dent loan providers to reap high rates of return
on certain loans. The savings would be used
to fund increased loan forgiveness for urgently
needed math, science and special education
teachers in Title | schools.

Jobs of the future will require workers who
understand the basic concepts and principles
of math and science. However, studies show
that our students lack even the basic math
and science skills and rank near-last in inter-
national comparisons. Our country urgently
needs to improve our math and science edu-
cation in order to ensure our workers can
compete in the workplace.

Research has shown that a highly-qualified
teacher with an extensive background in sub-
ject matter and teaching skills is a very impor-
tant factor in improving student learning, espe-
cially in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics. Unfortunately, as school districts
struggle to find, train and keep qualified math
and science teachers, many have had to re-
sort to hiring out-of-field teachers, particularly
in high schools.

Often, those with an interest in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics se-
lect college majors outside of teaching due to
the possibility of higher salaries. Increasing
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loans forgiveness for math and science teach-
ers should attract more college students to
teaching careers.

This legislation meets an urgent need, and
| ask my colleagues to support it.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida). The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BOEHNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5186, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

MAKING IN ORDER MOTIONS TO
SUSPEND THE RULES FOR THE
REMAINDER OF THIS LEGISLA-
TIVE DAY

Mr. BOEHNER (during consideration
of H.R. 5186). Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Speaker be au-
thorized to entertain motions to sus-
pend the rules for the remainder of this
legislative day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

—————

SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO PRO-
MOTE AWARENESS OF EFFEC-
TIVE RUNAWAY YOUTH PREVEN-
TION PROGRAMS

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 805) supporting efforts
to promote greater public awareness of
effective runaway youth prevention
programs and the need for safe and pro-
ductive alternatives, resources, and
supports for youth in high-risk situa-
tions.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 805

Whereas preventing young people from
running away and supporting youth in high-
risk situations is a family, community, and
national concern;

Whereas the prevalence of runaway and
homeless youth in the Nation is staggering,
with studies suggesting that between
1,600,000 and 2,800,000 young people live on
the streets of the United States each year;

Whereas running away from home is wide-
spread, with 1 out of every 7 children in the
United States running away before the age of
18;

Whereas youth that end up on the streets
are often those who have been ‘‘thrown out”
of their homes by their families; who have
been physically, sexually, or emotionally
abused at home; who have been discharged
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by State custodial systems without adequate
transition plans; who have lost their parents
through death or divorce; and who are too
poor to secure their own basic needs;

Whereas the celebration of National Run-
away Prevention Month will encourage all
sectors of society to develop community-
based solutions to prevent runaway and
homeless episodes among the Nation’s youth;

Whereas effective programs that support
runaway youth and assist young people in re-
maining at home succeed because of partner-
ships created among families, community-
based human service agencies, law enforce-
ment agencies, schools, faith-based organiza-
tions, and businesses;

Whereas the future well-being of the Na-
tion is dependent on the value placed on
young people and the opportunities provided
for youth to acquire the knowledge, skills,
and abilities necessary to develop into safe,
healthy, and productive adults;

Whereas Congress supports an array of
community-based support services that ad-
dress the critical needs of runaway and
homeless youth, including street outreach,
emergency shelters, and transitional living
programs;

Whereas Congress supports programs that
provide crisis intervention and referrals to
reconnect runaway youth to their families
and to link young people to local resources
that provide positive alternatives to running
away; and

Whereas the purpose of National Runaway
Prevention Month in November 2004 is to in-
crease public awareness of the life cir-
cumstances of youth in high-risk situations
and the need for safe and productive alter-
natives, resources, and supports for youth,
their families, and their communities: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports efforts to promote greater
public awareness of effective runaway youth
prevention programs and the need for safe
and productive alternatives, resources, and
supports for youth in high-risk situations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. PORTER) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on H.
Res. 805.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

There was no objection.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H. Res. 805
which seeks to promote greater public
awareness of effective runaway youth
prevention programs and the need for
safe and productive alternatives, re-
sources and supports for youth in high-
risk situations. I would like to thank
the leadership for allowing this resolu-
tion to come to the House floor as it
highlights a very tragic and important
issue.

Runaway and thrownaway episodes
among our Nation’s youth are serious
and widespread, with one out of every
seven children and youth in the United
States running away or being turned
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