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Junction, and | would like to join my col-
leagues here today in recognizing his tremen-
dous generosity before this body of Congress
and this Nation.

Born in Pennsylvania in 1859, William
Moyer traveled the country as a salesman.
After a trip to Grand Junction in 1888, he de-
cided to move there permanently in 1890.
Four years later, he opened the Fair Store and
married a local girl, Ida Shantz. William was
an active member of the community and in ad-
dition to owning the Fair Store; he also had
partial interests in the Grand Valley National
Bank and the Valley Building and Loan Com-
pany. He used these associations to help stu-
dents pay for college and to help small busi-
nesses survive difficult times with low or no in-
terest loans.

When, in 1921 a young boy died while
swimming the Colorado River, William knew
something had to be done. He approached the
city council and asked to build a swimming
pool. William offered more than $25,000 for
construction and made only one stipulation;
that children would be able to swim free at the
pool at least one day a week. The city council
agreed and the pool was opened in 1922. This
year a new pool is being opened that will bear
the Moyer name. In addition, consistent with
his original request, the pool will allow children
to swim free every Wednesday.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to honor Wil-
liam Moyer for his selfless contributions to the
people of Grand Junction. Even today, 61
years after he passed away, he is fondly re-
membered in the community. Thanks, William,
for everything you did. This Congressman and
the people of Grand Junction will never forget
you.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ARMY STAFF SER-
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Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to a fallen hero, Army Staff Sergeant
(SSG) Darren J. Cunningham of Groton, Mas-
sachusetts. SSG Cunningham was deployed
as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom and died
tragically on September 30th when his unit
came under mortar attack in Baghdad. He
gave his life in service to our country, and we
will forever be grateful.

Ever since he was a young boy, SSG
Cunningham knew he wanted to pursue a ca-
reer in the military. His eighth grade teacher
recalls Darren talking about wanting to join the
armed forces so that he could serve our coun-
try with pride. For Darren, the military stood
for more than a respectable job: it offered edu-
cation, discipline, and a chance to travel. The
quote on high school yearbook page said it all:
“My ambition is to enjoy life to the fullest, see
the world.”

At the age of eighteen, Darren graduated
from high school and immediately enlisted in
the Army. He moved up through the ranks of
the 545th Military Police Company of the
Army’s First Cavalry, stationed at Fort Hood in
Texas. He served nobly during the Persian
Gulf War in 1991 and returned to Iraq as part
of Operation Iragi Freedom to train Iraqi police
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and help rebuild local infrastructure. He
planned to retire next year.

SSG Cunningham leaves behind a wife and
two children who adored him. His friends and
family remember him as spirited, outgoing,
fun, and a jokester. A great athlete, one of his
proudest moments was being chosen as co-
captain of the high school varsity basketball
team. Today, SSG Cunningham’s relatives,
friends, community, and Nation mourn his
loss.

SSG Cunningham died fighting for the coun-
try he loved, alongside his comrades-in-arms.
Our Nation is humbled and grateful for his
sacrifice. | ask my colleagues to join me in
paying tribute to a father, husband and hero
who made the ultimate sacrifice for our coun-

try.
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Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in tribute to
the 2004 River Cats, the deserving winners of
the 2004 Pacific Coast League Championship.
The 2004 River Cats successfully recaptured
the Pacific Coast League championship for the
second consecutive year by sweeping the
lowa Cubs in a hard fought thrilling three-
game series. The 2004 Sacramento River
Cats displayed their trademark determination
and teamwork that continue to make them a
great source of civic pride and a prominent
local attraction for years to come. | ask all of
my colleagues to join with me in saluting the
triumphant 2004 Sacramento River Cats.

The 2004 Sacramento River Cats are com-
prised of an outstanding blend of experienced
professionals with major league experience
and bright young prospects who are destined
to become the stars of tomorrow. The 2004
River Cats team is led by the excellent all-
around play of 2004 Pacific Coast League
Most Valuable Player and Playoff Most Valu-
able Player Dan Johnson. In addition, the out-
standing roster was anchored by the con-
sistent contributions of recently promoted
major leaguers: Nick Swisher, Jairo Garcia,
Esteban German, Joe Blanton, and Justin
Lehr. All the aforementioned River Cats are
among the best touted prospects in all of
baseball. Whether a seasoned veteran or an
up and coming prospect, every member of the
2004 River Cats demonstrated outstanding
commitment to team play and hard work as
they march toward the 2004 Pacific Coast
League Championship.

In addition to a wonderful roster, the 2004
River Cats also benefited greatly from the tu-
telage of one of the best coaching staffs and
the leadership of one of the most accom-
plished and innovative front offices in all of
professional baseball. On the bench, the River
Cats were lead by the 2003 Sporting News
Minor League Manager of the Year Tony
DeFrancesco. Mr. DeFrancesco and his able
assistants were able to cultivate a spirit of ca-
maraderie and an unyielding commitment to
hard work and fair play in the clubhouse. In
the front office, the River Cats are led by the
extraordinary leadership of President and CEO
Art Savage and the astute management of Ex-
ecutive Vice Presidents Warren Smith and
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Robert Hemond. Under this leadership team,
the River Cats have taken great steps to forge
one of the strongest and most unique relation-
ships in all of sports with their team sup-
porters. Given the River Cats front office’s
commitment to the city of Sacramento, it is no
wonder why the River Cats have led all of
Minor League Baseball in attendance during
each of their five years in Sacramento.

Mr. Speaker, as the Sacramento River Cats
conclude its second consecutive championship
season and prepare to achieve greater tri-
umphs in the future, | am honored to pay trib-
ute to the many hard working men and women
of the River Cats organization who brought so
much joy and pride to the people of the Cap-
itol Region and River Cats fans everywhere.
Their successes are highly commendable, and
it is a great honor for me to have the oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to their accomplishments.
| ask all my colleagues to join with me in con-
gratulating the Sacramento River Cats on a
wonderful season and wishing them greater
success in future seasons.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Dick and Nancy Knowlton, two
generous and loving people whose extraor-
dinary compassion and dedication to each
other and the State of Colorado is highly com-
mendable. Dick and Nancy will celebrate their
fiftieth wedding anniversary this year, and | am
honored today to bring their story and their
contributions to their community to the atten-
tion of this body of Congress and this Nation.

When Dick was young, his father Lyle suf-
fered a debilitating heart attack at the age of
42 and was laid-off from his job for medical
reasons. To make ends meet, the family
would buy dilapidated homes and fix them up
for profit. As a result, their living conditions
were often barely habitable. Dick and his six
brothers and sisters were raised by both Lyle
and Rose. Rose was a sweet and lovely
woman who took loving care of each of her
children. It was Rose’s love and guidance that
led all of her seven children to lead successful
lives. Upon graduation from high school, Dick
attended college on a football scholarship at
the University of Colorado where he would
meet his future bride, Nancy VanDerbur. After
he graduated from college, he received his pa-
pers for government service, and Dick and
Nancy were married shortly before he left to
serve his country.

Following his military service, Dick returned
to work at the Hormel Company where he had
begun working during the summers at the
young age of fifteen. Through hard work and
many hours of dedication, Dick worked his
way up to become President, CEO, and Chair-
man of the Board of the Hormel Company.
Along the way, Dick worked every job in the
company from the gut shanty to the corner of-
fice and each job in between. When he re-
tired, Dick received the Horatio-Alger Award in
recognition of his status as a successful, self-
made man. Fellow recipients of this pres-
tigious award are Colin Powell, Henry Kis-
singer, Wayne Huizenga and fellow Coloradan
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