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expired 1 year ago today. Although 
both the Senate and the House have 
passed comprehensive, multiyear legis-
lation to reauthorize those programs, a 
conference agreement still has not 
been worked out. As a result, today the 
Senate is passing an 8-month exten-
sion, the sixth short-term extension 
since TEA–21 expired. The inherent un-
certainty of short-term extensions has 
made it difficult for State and local 
governments and transit agencies to 
make decisions regarding construction, 
maintenance, and operations. 

I want to speak for a moment about 
the transit program, which falls under 
the jurisdiction of the Senate Banking 
Committee. In the Banking Commit-
tee’s reauthorization hearings, we 
heard extensive testimony on the crit-
ical role of transit in reducing conges-
tion, strengthening our national econ-
omy, and improving our quality of life. 
Transit ridership is at record levels, a 
testament to Americans’ growing need 
for safe, reliable transportation 
choices. The same can be said for the 
other modes as well: demand is increas-
ing along our entire transportation 
network. 

Increased investment is essential if 
we are to keep up with this demand. 
The U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation has estimated that an average of 
$127 billion per year is needed over the 
next two decades to maintain and im-
prove the condition of our highways, 
bridges, and transit systems. Other es-
timates show an even greater need. I 
believe that failure to make the needed 
investment will result in the continued 
deterioration of our existing infra-
structure, threatening our future mo-
bility and economic strength. Such in-
vestment would also have a positive 
impact in the near term: according to 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, each $1 
billion invested in transportation in-
frastructure creates 47,500 jobs. 

In an effort to begin addressing these 
needs, the Banking Committee passed a 
reauthorization of the Federal transit 
program in February of this year. That 
bill authorized $56.5 billion over 6 years 
for transit, a substantial increase over 
TEA–21. As a result of Banking Com-
mittee Chairman SHELBY’s leadership 
in developing that piece of legislation, 
the Federal Public Transportation Act 
of 2004 was reported out of the Banking 
Committee unanimously. The Banking 
Committee bill was incorporated into 
S. 1072, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, 
and Efficient Transportation Equity 
Act, a 6-year multimodal reauthoriza-
tion bill, which passed through the 
Senate with overwhelming bipartisan 
support. 

Notwithstanding the passage in both 
the Senate and the House of reauthor-
ization bills calling for substantially 
increased investment, the administra-
tion has not been willing to support 
the kind of investment needed to meet 
our pressing transit and highway 
needs. Without a serious commitment 
from the administration to make such 
investments, it has been impossible to 

move forward in the conference proc-
ess. 

Until that process is completed, it is 
essential that our States and local 
communities be able to continue to op-
erate and maintain our Nation’s roads, 
bridges, and transit systems. The legis-
lation considered by the Senate today 
would allow Federal assistance to con-
tinue through May 31, 2005, and pro-
vides that once a multiyear reauthor-
ization bill is completed, the budgetary 
firewalls protecting highway and tran-
sit spending will be extended around 
the total amounts authorized for fiscal 
year 2005 in that multiyear bill. I hope 
that in the next 8 months the Adminis-
tration will work cooperatively with 
the Congress to produce a comprehen-
sive reauthorization bill that will pro-
vide the needed resources to address 
the Nation’s urgent transportation 
needs. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the bill be read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this could 
not have been done without Senator 
BYRD and Senator STEVENS. I have no 
objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5183) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 4596 AND H.R. 4606 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I under-
stand there are two bills at the desk, 
and I ask for their first reading, en 
bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bills by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 4596) to amend Public Law 97– 

435 to extend the authorization for the Sec-
retary of the Interior to release certain con-
ditions contained in a patent concerning cer-
tain land conveyed by the United States to 
the Eastern Washington University until De-
cember 31, 2009. 

A bill (H.R. 4606) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through the 
Bureau of Reclamation and in coordination 
with other Federal, State, and local govern-
ment agencies, to participate in the funding 
and implementation of a balanced, long-term 
groundwater remediation program in Cali-
fornia, and for other purposes. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask for 
its second reading and, in order to 
place the bills on the calendar under 
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to 
my own request, en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bills 
will have their second reading on the 
next legislative day. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2866 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there is a bill at the desk 
and due for its second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2866) to amend the Farm Security 

and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to clarify 
the authority of the Secretary of Agriculture 
and the Commodity Credit Corporation to 
enter into memorandums of understanding 
with a State regarding the collection of ap-
proved State commodity assessments on be-
half of the State from the proceeds of mar-
keting assistance loans. 

Mr. INHOFE. In order to place the 
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I object to further 
proceedings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection having been heard, the bill will 
be placed on the calendar. 

f 

AMENDMENT TO SAFE DRINKING 
WATER ACT 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 502, H.R. 2771. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2771) to amend the Safe Drink-

ing Water Act to reauthorize the New York 
City Watershed Protection Program. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. INHOFE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read the third 
time and passed; that the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table; and 
that any statements relating thereto 
be printed in the RECORD, without fur-
ther intervening or action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 2771) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

LIMITATIONS AND EXTENSION 
FOR CERTAIN COASTAL WET-
LAND CONSERVATION PROJECTS 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 670, S. 2495. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2495) to strike limitations on 

funding and extend the period of authoriza-
tion for certain coastal wetland conservation 
projects. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. INHOFE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read a third time 
and passed; the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table; and that any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 2495) was read the third 
time and passed, as follows: 

S. 2495 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. COASTAL WETLAND CONSERVATION 

PROJECT FUNDING. 
(a) FUNDING.—Section 306 of the Coastal 

Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restora-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 3955) is amended— 
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