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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOHN
ENSIGN, a Senator from the State of
Nevada.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Spirit, giver of every good
and perfect gift, great are Your works.
We sing of Your strength, for You are
the ruler of the universe. Your right-
eousness endures forever. Give us the
wisdom to ask You for Your guidance
and to follow Your counsel. Subdue
freedom’s enemies and provide a shield
for liberty.

Lord, thank You for America, with
all of its freedoms and opportunities.
May we always feel gratitude for this
land.

Bless our Senators. Give them in-
sights that will make justice roll down
like waters. Help them to make laws
that will maintain the rights of the af-
flicted and the destitute. Empower
them to rescue the perishing and to
care for the dying. Incline their hearts
to so labor that Your will may be done
on Earth as it is in Heaven.

We pray in Your powerful Name.
Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JOHN ENSIGN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 22, 2004.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JOHN ENSIGN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.

Mr. ENSIGN thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, following
my remarks and the remarks of the
Democratic leader, we will proceed to a
period for morning business for 90 min-
utes. The first 45 minutes will be under
the control of the majority and the sec-
ond half under the control of the mi-
nority. Following that time, the Sen-
ate will proceed to executive session
for the consideration of PORTER GOSS
to be Director of Central Intelligence.
The agreement we reached last night
allows for up to 6 hours equally divided
for debate on the Goss nomination. The
discussion the leaders were just having
was that we want to make as much
time available to everyone who would
like to speak, but in the event we do
not need all of that time, that would be
yielded back and we would be able to
proceed to a vote on that nomination.
Again, we have up to 6 hours, but I ex-
pect time will be yielded back.

Today we do have a briefing for Sen-
ators regarding Iraq this afternoon
from 3 to 4. Before that briefing, we
will be able to set the vote. I am sure
even later this morning we will be able
to announce the time we will be voting
later today.

We are also continuing to negotiate
agreements on some of the remaining
appropriation bills. I hope we can agree
to a consent to allow us to consider the
spending bills with a reasonable time
limitation. If so, we will be able to fol-
low the Goss nomination with that. I
suspect that will be tomorrow morn-
ing.

We have the expiring family-friendly
tax items and we want to consider that
legislation as soon as it becomes avail-
able. I understand that progress is
being made. It will be important for us
to vote on that this week. In the event
that is Friday morning, that will have
to be Friday morning, but I do want to
encourage the conferees, who I think
are very close to reporting out that
legislation, so that the House of Rep-
resentatives can consider it and we can
consider it. We will be voting on that
this week, either Friday or, if it is
available, Thursday night. Obviously, 1
encourage the latter.

I remind my colleagues of the joint
meeting tomorrow morning at 10 with
Prime Minister Allawi of Iraq. He will
be addressing both Houses on Thurs-
day. Members should be in the Senate
Chamber no later than 9:30 in order to
proceed to that joint meeting.

———

NOMINATION OF PORTER GOSS TO
BE CIA DIRECTOR

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I will take
a few minutes to comment on Rep-
resentative PORTER GOSS’ nomination
to the post of Director of the CIA, as
well as to comment on the real
progress the Senate Governmental Af-
fairs Committee is making as we ad-
dress the issues of the 9/11 rec-
ommendations.

With regard to the former, I con-
gratulate the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee. One of the reasons I do not
think there will be as much debate on
the floor today is that they very thor-
oughly addressed the nomination with

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

59471



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-21T09:55:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




