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SACRIFICES OF OUR MILITARY
MEN AND WOMEN

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I want to
very briefly comment on an observa-
tion that when I got home last night a
lot of the media networks were talking
about; that is, yesterday the U.S. mili-
tary deaths in Operation Iraqi Freedom
surpassed 1,000. Each one of these
deaths is a sacrifice for the freedom
and liberty we enjoy each and every
day, and it really has focused on the
importance of what the war on terror
is all about, as we see what is depicted
in Russia and as we see what has hap-
pened in Afghanistan and Iraq and real-
ly throughout the world and through-
out the Middle East.

I wish to make the point again that
we all think—we all know it, but really
it does need to be said; we think it
every day, but it does need to be said—
that these brave men and women in
uniform sacrificed their lives for the
cause of freedom—freedom in this
country and throughout the world—and
for the security and safety of their fel-
low Americans. We owe them a deep
debt of gratitude for their courage and
for their valor and their strength and
their commitment to our country and
to these ideals of which we every day
take advantage.

As President Bush has reiterated
time and time again, and as he men-
tioned in an early morning meeting we
had—a bicameral, bipartisan meeting
that finished 15, 20 minutes ago—our
cause is to fight the enemy on his soil
before he can strike us here at home.

Because of our bold action, and, yes,
the sacrifices this country has made,
terrorists will no longer find safe har-
bor in Iraq. Because of our determina-
tion, Saddam Hussein now sits in a
prison where his only plotting and
planning is to defend himself before a
war crimes tribunal. Because of our re-
solve, Saddam’s two sadistic sons,
Uday and Qusay, are dead, and many of
his top lieutenants are dead or in cus-
tody. Because of America and her
many allies, no longer will the civilized
world be threatened by Saddam and his
murderous ambitions.

From the very beginning, since Presi-
dent Bush launched Operation Iraqi
Freedom roughly a year and a half ago,
our Armed Forces have performed val-
iantly—from that first dramatic 3-
week campaign that led to the fall of
Baghdad, to the fighting that goes on
right now in specific regions where the
insurgents are attempting to thwart
Iraq’s path to self-government.

The enemies of freedom will not pre-
vail. The President, our Commander in
Chief, has made it clear they will not
prevail. This body has made it clear,
our U.S. Government has made it clear,
the enemy will not prevail. The en-
emies of freedom are going to fall. The
people of Iraq want democracy. Polls
show over and over again that the ma-
jority of Iraqis are optimistic about
their future. Now they are finally free
to realize their dreams.

Our hearts do go out to the families
who have lost loved ones in battle, as
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well as to the thousands of men and
women who have been injured. The
valor and courage of our young women
and men in the armed services are a
shining example to all of the world,
and we owe them and their families our
deepest respect. They now belong to
America’s pantheon of heroes who have
given their lives for the cause of lib-
erty.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and
we will now have an hour of morning
business, with 30 minutes to each side.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will be a period for the transaction of
morning business for statements only
of 60 minutes, with the first half of the
time under the control of the Demo-
cratic leader or his designee and the
second half of the time under the con-
trol of the majority leader or his des-
ignee.

The Senator from California.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. I believe I have 18
minutes of that time.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senator from California has 19 min-
utes.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. I thank the Chair.

———

ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN TO
EXPIRE

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
some of us have come to the Chamber
today: Senator SCHUMER, who handled
the assault weapons legislation 10
yvears ago in the House of Representa-
tives as a member of the Judiciary
Committee; Senator KENNEDY, who has
been steadfast in support of this legis-
lation for literally decades; and myself,
as the Senate author of the bill. Ten
years ago, the Senate, the House of
Representatives, and the President of
the United States stood up for the safe-
ty of the American people and against
the National Rifle Association, and we
passed one of the most important pub-
lic safety measures this country has
seen, the Federal ban on assault weap-
ons.

That legislation was designed to dry
up the supply of assault weapons over
time. That legislation was designed so
that no legitimate gun owner would
lose their gun, nor have any.

The assault weapons ban, although
not perfect, represented the best we
could do to stem the growth and spread
of these weapons throughout our cities
and our States. That legislation is
going to expire in 5 days.

A couple of months ago the Senate
took a vote. We know we have 52 votes
for its reauthorization for another 10-
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year period. Senator WARNER of Vir-
ginia joined me in sponsoring that leg-
islation on the floor of the Senate. We
also know that the legislation has been
effective because gun traces to crimes
committed with assault weapons have
declined by two-thirds in these past 10
years.

The American people have supported
the ban and their support has never
waived. Today almost three-fourths of
the American public supports the ban,
as do more than two-thirds of gun own-
ers.

Law enforcement supported the ban
in 1994, and their support has never
waived either. Every major law en-
forcement organization in the country
supports renewing this ban, and count-
less individual chiefs of police, sheriffs,
and line officers have put themselves
on the line to express their support,
too. In fact, many of these same offi-
cers are in town today to let Congress
know how important the assault weap-
ons ban is to the safety of those who
face these guns in the line of duty day
in and day out.

This chart illustrates the percentage
of banned assault weapons used in
crimes, down by nearly two-thirds
since passage of the 1994 act.

The NRA will say: The bill is cos-
metic. It hasn’t done anything. It has
been ineffective.

Then why do they make this legisla-
tion and its demise their No. 1 pri-
ority? This chart shows that they are
wrong. In a moment, I will cite testi-
mony from a former BATF analyst
that says this legislation has, in fact,
been effective.

Presidents Clinton, Carter, Ford, and
Reagan, and even Bush, have all ex-
pressed support for renewing the ban.
President Bush stated his firm support
in his 2000 campaign. He has never pub-
licly wavered from that stance. But 5
days from today, none of this support
will matter. The assault weapons ban
will be history, one more victim of the
powerful, selfish NRA and its brutal
lobbying tactics.

Because the President has stead-
fastly refused to put his money where
his mouth is and help us renew the ban,
it is going to expire without so much
as even a vote in the House of Rep-
resentatives. We have asked the Presi-
dent: Please use your leadership to
convince the Speaker of the House of
Representatives to bring this bill to
the floor. Please use your leadership to
twist some arms. If you support this, if
you know the American people support
it, if you believe it makes for a safer
America, please help us.

We have cried out in vain. There has
been no response from the White
House. Instead, the President quietly
awaits September 13 and hopes that
after he lets the ban expire, he can
once again receive the endorsement of
the NRA, because the NRA is not going
to make their endorsement until the
ban expires.

This is truly a dark day in the Sen-
ate’s history, as we let this ban, which
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