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that time, Andre would go on to win
two U.S. national championships along
with several other major national tour-
naments.

The residents of the Ninth Congres-
sional District of California, the entire
State of California, and our Nation
commend Andre Ward, not only for
these extraordinary achievements, but
also for the dedication and the perse-
verance he has demonstrated in work-
ing towards his goals. His commitment
and determination have made it pos-
sible for him to realize this dream of
winning an Olympic gold medal, and
his success is truly an inspiration to
all of us. We salute this phenomenal
young man.

————

ECONOMY SUFFERING UNDER
BUSH ADMINISTRATION

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, George
Bush is running for reelection on a
platform that our economy is in good
shape. Well, this is a sham.

Today, 8 million Americans are look-
ing for work; 8 million Americans are
looking for work. The unemployment
rate is 30 percent higher than it was
when he took office.

So what is he doing about it? He con-
tinues to encourage and reward sending
good jobs overseas, while creating low-
paying jobs right here at home and, at
the same time, changes overtime poli-
cies to cheat millions of workers out of
overtime pay.

What he ought to be doing is invest-
ing in our infrastructure, making sure
that our Nation gets roads, highways,
bridges, sewer systems, waste water
treatment plants; our clean water sys-
tems are upgraded, are enlarged, are
made better. Because, I say to my col-
leagues, those jobs pay a livable wage.
Those jobs leave behind improvements
for our communities and our country.
That would increase the jobs in this
country.

———

BUSH ADMINISTRATION UNDER-
FUNDS HOMELAND SECURITY

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, it has
been 3 years since the 9/11 attack on
our Nation. Are we safer than we were
before 9/11? Are we safe enough? The 9/
11 Commission has done its job; now it
is time for Congress to do ours.

Homeland security is still pitifully
underfunded. Our police and fire-
fighters are struggling to cope with the
dual responsibilities of homeland secu-
rity and traditional public safety in
law enforcement.

The Bush administration has fool-
ishly underfunded first responders and
port security. The administration has
failed to include a single dollar in its
budget for rail or transit security.
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First responders in southern Nevada
tell me that we must direct more re-
sources to those on the frontline on our
war against terrorism: police, fire-
fighters, hospital personnel. Given the
President’s plan to transport thousands
of shipments of deadly radioactive nu-
clear waste across the country, it is
imperative that the President plan to
protect these proposed mobile
Chernobyls from the possibility of a
terrorist attack. Yet we have done
nothing to ensure that our rail lines
are safe.

Republican leadership has failed to
come forward with a meaningful home-
land security plan. They failed to ad-
dress the recommendations of the 9/11
Commission, and they failed to provide
for the needs of our first responders.

This Congress needs to act now in
order to protect the people of this
great Nation.

———————

HEARTFELT SYMPATHY AND
CONDOLENCES FOR RUSSIA

(Mr. BAIRD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, we have a
lot to do today in the House of Rep-
resentatives, as we do every day; and
we will undoubtedly talk about a num-
ber of matters of great importance. But
as we do, we should not forget that
thousands of miles from here, thou-
sands of families are mourning the loss
of their children, their husbands and
wives in Russia to a brutal and horrible
terrorist attack.

I would ask this House to think
about that as we go about our business,
to extend our heartfelt sympathies and
condolences, and our steadfast deter-
mination to assist our friends in
stamping out this horrific kind of at-
tack. Whatever the political grievance,
whatever the disagreement there can
be, there must be no excuse for this
sort of barbarity.

Our hearts go out to our friends, and
we share in their profound sadness in
Russia.

———

POLITICS OF HOPE VERSUS
POLITICS OF FEAR FOR AMERICA

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
the Vice President of the United States
said yesterday, ‘It is absolutely essen-
tial that 8 weeks from today on No-
vember 2nd, we make the right choice,
because if we make the wrong choice,
then the danger is that we’ll get hit
again.” The words of the Vice Presi-
dent, Vice President CHENEY.

That is absolutely outrageous. It is
unreal. It is unbelievable.

My fellow Americans, I want you to
know that this administration will say
anything, even do anything to stay in
power. They will deceive, they will
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mislead, and they will steal. They will
not tell the truth. There should be a
sense of righteous indignation all
across America, in the American
media.

The Vice President of the United
States is preaching the politics of fear.
He is trying to scare the American peo-
ple. We can do better, much better,
with the politics of hope. For we are
one people, one America, one family,
one House. The American family. The
American House. Shame on you, Mr.
Vice President.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). Members should not address
the Vice President in personally offen-
sive terms.

EXPRESSING INDIGNATION RE-
SULTING FROM COMMENTS OF
VICE PRESIDENT

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I would make one announce-
ment this morning before I begin my 1-
minute and ask for the leadership of
consciousness and fairness of this
House, the Republicans, to bring the
extension of the assault weapons ban
to the floor of the House and allow de-
mocracy to prevail.

I too offer my sympathy to the peo-
ple of Russia for the loss of their loved
ones. That is why I stand this morning
to claim outrageously my indignation
over a most hateful comment, if you
will, that has been offered by the sec-
ond-in-command of the United States
of America. To suggest that the Amer-
ican people will make a choice, and if
they make a different choice from the
present leadership of this government,
then we are sure to have a terrorist hit,
is something beyond my comprehen-
sion. It is beyond my comprehension to
debase the very serious issue of lives
lost on 9/11, now some few days away;
to suggest that by voting that you are
going to bring about a hit on the inno-
cent American people.

I would hope that in the course of
this debate, the American people will
make the right choice, and that choice
is to recognize that people who have
dignity and respect for the Constitu-
tion, JOHN KERRY and JOHN EDWARDS,
are really the ones that should be
elected; and anyone who wants to play
in the field of divisiveness suggesting
that we be hit because you make an
election choice should be unelected.

———

ARE WE SAFER NOW THAN 4
YEARS AGO?

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, are we
safer now than we were 4 years ago? We
have spent billions and 1,000 of our best
have died in Iraq. But spending blood
and treasure without wisdom will not
necessarily make us safer. And while
we have as a unified Nation dealt with
al Qaeda and Afghanistan, we have ig-
nored the nuclear weapons programs of
Iran and North Korea. Our policy to-
ward those two greatest threats has
been ‘‘hear no evil, see no evil.”
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The administration’s idea on how to
make us safe from those nuclear weap-
ons as to North Korea is to beg and as
to Iran is to beg the Europeans to beg
on our behalf.

The Bush administration refuses to
use economic sanctions on Iran and
those who subsidize North Korea be-
cause they do not want to inconven-
ience corporate America. Our invasion
of Iraq is as if in the wake of Pearl
Harbor we invaded Fascist Spain while
ignoring Imperial Japan and Nazi Ger-
many.

———————

VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY’'S SCARE
TACTICS

(Mr. MEEKS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise this morning to denounce
Vice President CHENEY’s disgusting and
inappropriate remarks yesterday while
campaigning. The Vice President’s con-
sistent attacks have reached an all-
time low, even for him, and that is say-
ing a lot for the most polarizing, divi-
sive Vice President in the history of
the United States.

We were not attacked because we
were Democrats. We were not attacked
because we were Republicans. We were
attacked because we were Americans,
and the question is where is this ad-
ministration leading us? Mr. CHENEY
criticizes Mr. KERRY while he was de-
fending this country, and he took five
deferments.

To exploit 9/11 and play on the public
fears of terrorism is an affirmation by
this administration that their record is
too dismal to stand on its own. Ameri-
cans should be fearful, fearful of the
Bush-Cheney policies that have re-
cruited more terrorists who want to de-
stroy us, fearful that the hatred for
America is at an all-time high, thanks
to the policies of Bush-Cheney.

Time and time again this administra-
tion has made the wrong choices for
America. JOHN KERRY and JOHN ED-
WARDS will take America in a new di-
rection. He will make America strong-
er at home and more respected around
the world.

————

VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY
REACHED A NEW LOW

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday Vice President CHENEY reached
a new low. The Vice President has a
history of saying outrageous things,
but yesterday takes the cake.

I hope everyone realizes what the
Vice President is up to. He is des-
perately trying to change the subject
from the tragic milestone of 1,000
American fatalities in Iraq.

Today we mourn with the families
who have lost their loved ones.

He can try to change the subject, Mr.
Speaker, but he cannot change the fact
that over and over and over again this
administration has made the wrong
choices in Iraq. Here we are, no weap-
ons of mass destruction, 1,000 American
fatalities, thousands and thousands of
wounded and $200 billion later.

Imagine what we could have done
with $200 billion. We could have in-
vested that in jobs, in health care, in
education and veterans programs, and
in ensuring that our military is the
best-equipped, best-trained and best-
housed in the world. Those should be
our priorities, Mr. Speaker, and it is
sad that after 4 years in office, DICK
CHENEY still does not get it.

———

OUTRAGE OVER INCREASE IN
MEDICARE PART B PREMIUMS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to reiterate again my sense of
outrage over this 17 percent increase in
Medicare Part B premiums, which is
basically $11 a month for America’s
seniors that is soon to go into effect.

President Bush said, well, this is be-
cause health care costs have gone up,
but what he does not say is it is actu-
ally the result of Republican policies.
The Republicans passed their so-called
Medicare prescription drug bill, which
we know is a sham, does not even go
into effect until the year 2006, but what
that bill did was to give a lot more
money to insurers, and, as a result, the
cost of Medicare premiums are going
up.

The fact of the matter is that this 17
percent increase that is unaffordable
for many seniors is a direct result of
Republican policy and the Bush admin-
istration’s policy, and it has to stop.

We need a change of administration.
We need a President, JOHN KERRY, who
is going to worry about senior citizens,
address their needs, address the rising
costs of health care, address the Medi-
care concerns, provide a true prescrip-
tion drug benefit.

This premium increase is just an in-
dication of what we would see over the
next 2-years if the Republicans con-
tinue in power in this House. It has got
to stop. Seniors should wake up and see
the result of the Bush policies and
what it means for their Medicare pro-
gram.
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LOSS OF SOLDIERS’ LIVES

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to discuss the issue of
having lost 1,000 of our soldiers. How
heart-breaking this is when we look at
the ages and the numbers of those
young people, many of them barely 19
years old, whose dreams for their lives
and hopes for their future are gone, and
our hearts break for them and for their
families.

One statistic that we have not heard
much about, and frankly I think have
not been given the truth about, are the
number of those who have been wound-
ed and maimed. Again, 18, 19, 20, 21
years old.

We are told that the casualty statis-
tics of people wounded amounts to
7,000, but we found out last week in my
office, because I was curious about that
number, that the Pentagon has sent
home over 15,800. These are young peo-
ple coming back to the United States
whose lives are changed forever, many
of them amputees. Many of them lost
their eyesight, many of them again
changed and future gone, coming back
to an America where the Veterans Ad-
ministration has been so decimated by
the Bush administration that they will
have to wait 6 or 8 months even to see
a doctor at the VA.

The resources, the health care that
they need, that they counted on and
that we made a contract with them is
not there. What a sad commentary on
this country, with its wealth and its
riches and where people go on living
their lives, that we would allow our
young people and a large part of our fu-
ture to be maimed and to be killed for
a war with no end.

————————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5006, DEPARTMENTS OF
LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2005

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 754 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 754

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5006) making
appropriations for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education,
and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2005, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. After general debate the bill shall be
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