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They were looking for a hilltop, near 

water. They found such a spot 3 miles east of 
here on the first high ground west of the Sil-
ver Spring. Now the sound was of axes and 
the great pines on the hill began to fall to be 
used for the walls and blockhouses of the 
fort. The year was 1827. 

The fort was similar to wilderness forts 
constructed by the French and the English 
during the 1600’s and 1700’s. It was the same 
type of picket fort constructed by George 
Washington at Fort Necessity in 1754. It was 
similar to the British Fort William Henry 
captured by the Marquis De Montcalm in the 
siege of 1757 and memorialized in James 
Fennimore Cooper’s Last of the Mohicans. 

Like Fort Leavenworth in Kansas, Fort 
Sill in Oklahoma, and Fort Laramie, in Wyo-
ming, Fort King advanced the frontier. Many 
of these frontier forts became our cities. 
Fort Pontchartrain, became Detroit, Fort 
Dearborn became Chicago, Fort Pitt became 
Pittsburgh, Fort Brooke became Tampa, and 
Fort King became Ocala. 

For 15 years (1827–42) Fort King was to be 
a main stage in the heroic and tragic saga of 
the advance of the American Frontier in 
Florida. It was constructed to administrate 
the Treaty of Moultrie Creek which relo-
cated the Seminoles to central Florida. Fort 
King was to promote law and order in the 
wilderness by protecting the Seminoles from 
trespassing settlers and adventurers. 

Initially, Fort King and the Indian Agency 
were viewed positively by the Seminoles. As 
Coahajo said to Gad Humphreys, the Indian 
Agent in Jan 1829, ‘‘This house was built for 
us, so that when we had any difficulty, we 
might come here and settle it.’’ It rep-
resented the ‘Great Father’s’ (i.e., the US 
President’s) commitment to them for their 
safety and well being. Chief John Hicks said 
to Gad Humphreys ‘‘We know that the Great 
Father’s power is great, and he can do with 
us as he chooses; but we hope that his justice 
is as great as his power.’’ They trusted the 
Great Father and his Indian Agents. To the 
Seminoles, Fort King was a symbol of hope. 

But the Great Father could not stop the 
overwhelming advance of the white settlers, 
the whisky peddlers, and the slave hunters. 
Two years after being constructed, Fort King 
was abandoned due to budget cuts from the 
recession of 1829. The Seminoles were left 
without the soldiers to protect them from 
marauding whites. Justice lapsed. 

The government reduced their annuity. 
The Seminoles could not buy corn. They 
began to starve. Captain John Sprague 
wrote: ‘‘The Indian, exasperated by repeated 
wrongs, was reckless of the future—indeed, 
cared but little of results. Revenge, ever 
sweet to him, whatever may be the con-
sequences, was all he sought.’’ 

Fort King stood empty for 3 years (1829–32), 
but the Seminoles did not disturb it. The 
Seminoles waited for the return of the sol-
diers to protect them under the terms of the 
Treaty of Moultrie Creek. However, in May 
1832, the Great Father (Andrew Jackson) 
made them sign a new treaty at Paynes 
Landing on the Oklawaha River. 

In June 1832, one month after the signing 
of the Treaty of Paynes Landing, the soldiers 
returned. Fort King was re-garrisoned. But 
now the Seminoles were told that they must 
leave Florida entirely and forever. Instead of 
a symbol of freedom, hope and justice, Fort 
King and its soldiers became a symbol of 
hate and oppression. 

On to the stage came a new Seminole—His 
name was Osceola. His first appearance to 
the world was at Fort King in October 1834. 
Here, the defiant young war chief rejected 
the US orders to leave Florida and threat-
ened war unless the Seminoles were left 
alone. There was no trust left. 

Then came the fateful day of Dec 28, 1835. 
That morning 40 miles to the south along the 

Fort King Road, the Seminoles ambushed 
and annihilated two companies of US Army 
regulars in route to Fort King. That after-
noon, Osceola shot and killed the Indian 
Agent Wiley Thompson outside the walls of 
Fort King. The Second Seminole War had 
begun. 

During the seven year guerilla war that 
followed, every major general and every regi-
ment of the US Army was stationed at or 
passed through Fort King. Here stood the 
Generals: Gaines, Scott, Clinch, Jesup, Tay-
lor, and Armistead. Here stood the junior of-
ficers Worth, Johnson, Prince, Bragg, Meade, 
and Pemberton—men who would gain fame 
in the Mexican and Civil Wars. And here 
stood the enlisted men: Bemrose, Clarke, and 
hundreds of others who served in the Florida 
War. 

Following the initial series of engage-
ments, most of which the Seminoles won, US 
forces withdrew from the interior of Florida 
abandoning Fort King in May 1836. The 
Seminoles stood victorious. At this zenith of 
their success and hopes, the Seminoles 
burned the hated Fort King to the ground. 

But it would be a short lived victory. The 
Army returned a year later and rebuilt Fort 
King. It would be garrisoned throughout the 
remaining 5 years of the war and from here 
the Army of the South would direct dragoon 
and infantry units in unrelenting search and 
destroy missions against the Seminoles. 

When it ended in 1842, most of the Semi-
noles had been killed or captured and relo-
cated to Indian Territory in Oklahoma. 
These native Americans constitute the Sem-
inole Nation of today. An unconquered and 
defiant few withdrew to the vastness of the 
Florida Everglades and survived to the 
present as the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

In March 1843, Fort King was abandoned by 
the US Army for the last time and trans-
ferred to the people of Marion County. The 
Fort was used as the County’s first court-
house and public building. In 1846, it was dis-
mantled by the citizens of Marion County for 
its lumber. The great pines had done their 
job. 

Hated and loved, Fort King was the stuff 
that dreams are made of. To the pioneers, it 
represented America in the wilderness. It 
was to these people—the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the Constitution of the United 
States, The Bill of Rights, and freedom and 
democracy as we knew it. To the Semi-
noles—this fort was first a symbol of justice 
and goodwill and then a symbol of arrogance, 
intolerance, and persecution. Hated and 
loved—In the end, Fort King is us. 

The historical significance of Fort King is 
that it links us to our past and to our future. 
To stand on that hilltop puts us in the foot-
steps of Osceola and the native Americans 
who roamed and lived on this land for thou-
sands of years before the Spanish, French, 
English, and Americans ruled it. It is a place 
in the modern city that links us to our wil-
derness past. It reminds us of the difficulties 
faced by our young republic in maintaining 
justice and peace on the Frontier. It is how 
we got here. Here is our story on the exact 
spot of land where it all happened. 

The lesson learned from Fort King is our 
need to assimilate and accept people of other 
cultures who in the final analysis value 
being American as much as we. Can we be-
come a better people? The fact that we stand 
here as friends with the Seminoles, the very 
people we oppressed at the start of our State, 
is a testament that we can. Fort King is a 
place of hope. 

THE ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 7, 2004 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, com-
bating terrorism has emerged as one of the 
most important U.S. foreign policy and na-
tional security priorities. The number of ter-
rorist groups is reportedly growing and the 
technology to inflict mass casualties is becom-
ing more readily available. The United States 
and other cooperating nations are confronted 
with four major tasks, namely, (1) deterring 
and identifying terrorists and their sponsors 
and supporters (2) weakening terrorist finan-
cial ability and infrastructure (3) making poten-
tial targets extremely difficult to be accom-
plished, and (4) containing damage in the 
aftermath of terrorist attacks. Given these pri-
orities Congress and the administration should 
accept the recommendations of the 9/11 Com-
mission Report as a guidance document to-
ward effectively combating terrorism without 
diminishing the people’s civil liberties and 
rights. 

Combating terrorism requires government 
activity designed to gather information on, and 
restrict the activities of individual terrorists and 
groups seeking to engage in direct or indirect 
terrorist activity. This is a challenge facing the 
Congress as to how—in a growing age of 
globalization, deregulation, democracy and in-
dividual freedom—to institute effective commu-
nication between various intelligence agen-
cies, information sharing across Federal, State 
and local governments and private sectors 
and the method of implementing regulatory 
and monitoring systems which will help deter, 
identify, and track terrorists and stop their ac-
tivities. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 
HONORING THOSE VOLUNTEERS 
WHO HELP AMERICA’S MILITARY 
FAMILIES 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 7, 2004 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to offer, along with my colleague and 
friend Representative JO ANN DAVIS from Vir-
ginia, a resolution honoring those who self-
lessly volunteer their time and energy to sup-
port America’s brave military families. 

Mr. Speaker, since the conflicts in Afghani-
stan and in Iraq began, the strain on our mili-
tary families has been tremendous—with ex-
tended tours of duty and several activations 
and reactivations 

During this time, our military families face 
unique and trying challenges. While their loved 
ones are deployed overseas or away for ex-
tended periods, these families must cope with 
the anxiety and a fear of a different kind than 
experienced in combat. 

This anxiety can be just as intense. ‘‘Will my 
husband come home?’’ ‘‘Is my daughter’s unit 
in the line of fire?’’ ‘‘How will I make ends 
meet while the kids’ father is gone?’’ ‘‘How 
should I explain this to our kids?’’ 

These are the questions that race through 
the minds of the spouses and the children of 
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our brave servicemembers while they are cou-
rageously fighting overseas. These families 
and communities need the support of others 
who can relate to them and comfort them in 
this time of need. 

Working without pay, not expecting recogni-
tion, and often using their own resources, mili-
tary unit family support volunteers have been 
filling this need for decades. These generous 
men and women have taken it upon them-
selves to provide guidance, support, and ad-
vice to military families. 

Each branch of the United States Armed 
Forces has organized its military unit family 
support volunteers into effective networks of 
support. 

Generally, the spouse of a servicemember 
will serve as a military unit family support vol-
unteer and will work hard to improve the lives 
of other spouses and their children. 

In San Diego, I have had the opportunity to 
work closely with Navy Ombudsmen and Ma-
rine Key Volunteers on a regular basis. 

It is an understatement to say that I have 
been amazed by their dedication. These vol-
unteers spend hours and hours each week to 
help other military families. Working as a mili-
tary unit family support volunteer is a full-time 
job. 

They provide these services while at the 
same time, dealing with the hardships of mili-
tary life in their own right. But without their ef-
forts, military life for military families would be 
much more difficult—especially for those who 
are new to the service. 

Next week on Tuesday, September 14, the 
Navy will honor its selfless volunteers on Om-
budsmen Appreciation Day. Each year, the 
Navy recognizes its 6,000 Ombudsmen on this 
special day. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot think of a better occa-
sion to recognize the fine efforts of all our mili-
tary unit family support volunteers from each 
branch. It is my goal to let each volunteer 
know that this Congress stands firmly behind 
your efforts and recognizes the invaluable 
support you give to America’s brave military 
families. 

Today, I am introducing a concurrent resolu-
tion to officially recognize the efforts of the Air 
Force Spouses Together and Ready volun-
teers (STARs), the Army Family Readiness 
Volunteers, the Marine Key Volunteers (KVs), 
and the Navy Ombudsmen. 

This Congress stands firmly behind your 
mission. Thank you very much for your efforts 
and your dedication. 

f 

COMMENDING ARMY RESERVE 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS LUIS A. 
PEREZ 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 7, 2004 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and respect that I wish to com-
mend Army Reserve Private First Class Luis 
A. Perez for his bravery in the field of battle 
and his willingness to fight for his country. Pri-
vate Perez was assigned to the 223rd Trans-
portation Company, United States Army Re-
serve, Norristown, Pennsylvania. Private First 
Class Perez lost his life on Thursday, August 
26, 2004, in Fallujah, Iraq, when the fuel truck 

he was driving hit a land mine causing a 
deadly explosion. His sacrifice will be remem-
bered by a community that has been struck 
hard by the devastating loss of one of its own. 

A native of East Chicago, Indiana, Private 
Luis Perez attended Morton High School in 
Hammond for two years, but graduated from a 
high school in New York where he had gone 
to live with his father after his parents di-
vorced. He enjoyed playing video games, bas-
ketball and he also liked to write poetry. All 
Private Perez ever wanted was to grow up 
and be a soldier like his father. After grad-
uating from high school, he enlisted in the 
United States Army and two weeks later he 
was off for training. 

It came as no surprise to those who knew 
Private Perez that he would serve his country. 
Growing up, he traveled with his parents and 
two younger sisters all over the world, living in 
Hawaii and Germany. A true patriot, his love 
for his country was evident from the time that 
he was a child. At a young age he told imagi-
native tales of what his life would be like, he 
said he wanted to be a green man and con-
tinue traveling the world. Relatives urged Pri-
vate Perez to enroll in college, but he wanted 
to be a hero like his father, Sergeant Jose 
Perez, a 20-year veteran of the United States 
Army. Private Perez felt tremendous pride for 
his country, and he was willing to endanger 
his own life to protect the lives of his fellow 
citizens. His courage and heroism will always 
be remembered, and his sacrifice will forever 
live in the hearts and minds of those for whom 
he battled. He gave his life so that the free-
doms and values that he treasured could be 
enjoyed by those around the world. 

Although he loved his unit and his country, 
Private Perez treasured his family above all 
else. He is survived by his wife, Theresa, his 
father, Sergeant Jose Perez, his mother, Lisa 
Perez, two sisters, and his grandmother, Clara 
Madrigal. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring a fallen hero, United States Army 
Reserve Private First Class Luis A Perez. He 
will forever remain a hero in the eyes of his 
family, his community, and his country. Let us 
never forget the sacrifice he made to preserve 
the ideals of freedom and democracy. 

f 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF NIST’S BOUL-
DER LABORATORIES 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 7, 2004 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, a 
week from today, the Boulder laboratories of 
the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology will celebrate their 50th anniversary. I 
rise today to honor NIST and its employees on 
this important occasion. 

It wasn’t long ago that we celebrated the 
centennial of NIST’s founding, which Congress 
marked with the passage of a resolution that 
Representative MORELLA and I sponsored. 

The National Institute of Standards and 
Technology was chartered by Congress on 
March 3, 1901 as the federal government’s 
first physical science research laboratory. Sci-
entists, engineers, and industrialists first advo-

cated the establishment of a standards labora-
tory, pointing to the new challenges facing the 
U.S. as a rapidly industrializing world power. 

Today, I’d like to draw attention to the work 
of NIST’s laboratories in Boulder, Colorado, in 
my district. 

In 1950, to address the lack of laboratory 
space, NIST established a cryogenic engineer-
ing laboratory and radio facilities on land do-
nated by citizens of Boulder. NIST’s Boulder 
facilities were expanded in the mid 1960s, 
when NIST and the University of Colorado 
(CU) joined forces to create the Joint Institute 
for Laboratory Astrophysics (JILA), a coopera-
tive effort that has gained widespread recogni-
tion in atomic physics and other fields. 

The partnership between NIST and CU has 
led to some amazing discoveries. Beginning in 
the 1970s, the discipline of cooling and trap-
ping atoms was established in part by experi-
ments with electrically charged atoms by re-
searchers at NIST’s Boulder campus. This 
work inspired Dr. William Phillips and his team 
to demonstrate both the trapping and the cool-
ing of atoms well below the temperature limits 
generally believed possible. Dr. Phillips was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1997 
for this work. 

In 1995, using these same techniques of 
laser cooling and trapping of atoms, scientists 
at JILA—NIST’s Eric Cornell and CU’s Carl 
Wieman—cooled rubidium atoms to less than 
1 millionth of a degree above absolute zero. 
This was 300 times lower in temperature than 
ever achieved before and created a new state 
of matter predicted decades ago by Albert Ein-
stein and Indian physicist Satyendra Nath 
Bose. The Bose-Einstein condensate is widely 
hailed as one of the century’s major achieve-
ments in physics, and has been honored with 
several internationally prestigious awards. 

All of this research has enabled the design 
and construction of one of the world’s most 
accurate clocks, NIST F–1, which is used by 
NIST (in cooperation with the Naval Observ-
atory) to maintain the nation’s time standard. 
The NIST–F1 is so accurate that it will neither 
gain nor lose a second in 20 million years! It 
is approximately three times more accurate 
than NIST–7, the previous time piece for the 
nation. This precise time information is needed 
by such users as electric power companies, 
radio and television stations, telephone com-
panies, air traffic control systems, the Global 
Positioning System, participants in space ex-
ploration, the Internet, and navigators of ships 
and planes—all of whom need to compare 
their own timing equipment to a reliable, inter-
nationally recognized standard, which NIST 
provides. 

I’d also like to mention an interesting tale of 
‘‘technology transfer’’ that has resulted from 
the time and frequency research in NIST’s 
Boulder laboratories. 

In the early 1970s, NIST developed a time 
distribution system that placed a hidden time 
code on an unused part of the TV signal. 
While the system was not implemented, this 
technology provided the basis for closed cap-
tioning. In the following years, several net-
works, working with NIST, took up the project 
and developed convenient encoding equip-
ment and improvements to the captioning for-
mat. Then in 1980, NIST, the American Broad-
casting Company, and the Public Broadcasting 
System received Emmys from the Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences for this develop-
ment. Today the Emmy is proudly displayed at 
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