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He is also survived by his maternal grand-
mother, Thelma Istre of Egan, LA and his un-
cles Daniel Istre, Johnny Istre, O’Neil lIstre,
James Istre and John R. Thibodeaux, all of
Lafayette, as well as many proud nieces and
nephews.

An Army sharpshooter, Joe had just re-en-
listed in the service and planned to teach at
the Army sharpshooter school when he re-
turned from Iraq. Family and friends describe
him as a “kind-hearted soul” who loved what
he did and took great pride in serving his
country.

On September 1, Joe undoubtedly ap-
proached what would be his last assignment
with that same pride and determination. He
bravely gave his life to help make this world
a better place for his fellow soldiers and in-
deed for us all.

His brother Jerome remarked that Joe “lived
as if he were invincible, and now he’ll be for-
ever invincible.” Joe’s selfless bravery and
commitment to country are an example to
each of us.

Mr. Speaker, please join Joe’s friends, fam-
ily and me as we honor his memory and thank
him for his heroic service to our country.

——————

TOWN OF FLOWER MOUND
RANKED IN TOP TEN

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 7, 2004

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
honor to recognize five communities within my
district for being acknowledged as among the
“Top Ten Suburbs of the Dallas-Fort Worth
Area,” by D Magazine, a regional monthly
publication. Top honors went to Southlake,
Colleyville, Highland Village, Flower Mound,
and Coppell based on these communities’ ex-
cellent schools, affordability, and low crime
rates.

Every two years, the magazine ranks some
50 plus suburbs of the Dallas-Fort Worth re-
gion, the State of Texas’ largest metropolitan
area. The Town of Flower Mound received the
number eight spot on the list and was recog-
nized for its ability to “maintain a balance be-
tween city luxuries and country simplicities.”
With a population of 59,350 people and an an-
nual growth rate of 20 percent, Flower Mound
is the largest suburb to make the Top Ten.

Because of its astonishing growth rate in re-
cent decades, the Town has implemented two
highly effective programs seeking to enhance
quality of life for its residents. Flower Mound’s
SMARTGrowth plan has successfully pre-
served the area’s natural beauty without com-
promising growth. The Progressive Capital Im-
provements Program has been important in
addressing the needs of residents from roads
to recreation.

| am proud to say that | am a resident of
Flower Mound, and | would like to offer my
congratulations to the Town of Flower Mound
and Mayor Jody Smith.
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RECOGNIZING MR. ERNIE DILLON
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 7, 2004

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | congratulate one of the
most selfless and caring citizens of the First
Congressional District of Indiana, Mr. Ernie
Dillon. Ernie has dedicated his life to serving
the people of Northwest Indiana. His career as
a public servant has allowed him the oppor-
tunity to touch the lives of numerous people.
In honor of his faithful service to his alma
mater, Hammond Tech High School, Ernie will
be recognized by the Hammond Tech Appre-
ciation Society for his dedication to their mis-
sion at a recognition dinner on September 12,
2004 at Dynasty Banquets in Hammond, Indi-
ana.

Ernie Dillon has held many offices and posi-
tions throughout his career as a public serv-
ant. He is currently the Director of the Lake
County Department of Veterans Affairs Serv-
ice Office and Chairman of the Hammond Port
Authority. Prior to that, he was elected Coun-
cilman-at-Large for the City of Hammond.
While on the Council, Ernie served as Vice-
President and Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee, overseeing a budget of $95 million.
Ernie has also served the City of Hammond
as Commissioner of the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals.

Along with the countless hours of dedication
that Ernie has provided to the people of North-
west Indiana, he has also been involved with
many organizations in the community. Ernie
has been a longtime member and past Com-
mander of American Legion Victory Post #168,
and he is currently serving a second term as
Vice Chairman for the State of Indiana Vet-
erans Homeless Committee. Ernie has also
been a committed member of the Calumet
College Alumni Association, the Hammond
Central Lions Club, the Hammond Elks, the
Hammond Jaycees, the Hammond Kiwanis
Club, the Hammond Moose Club, and he has
also been a member of the T.K.E. Fraternity.

| have known Ernie for many years and |
can truly say that he is a dedicated, distin-
guished and committed citizen. Through his
loyal service to his community, Ernie has been
responsible for the development of numerous
programs and activities, which have become
sources of pride for the people he has served.
As a dedicated member of the Lake County
Convention and Visitors Bureau Board of Di-
rectors, Ernie was instrumental in designing
and bringing the Indiana Welcome Center to
Hammond, Indiana. Ernie’s foresight also en-
abled him to found the City of Hammond’s first
city festival, Octoberfest, in 1979. This later
became the Augustfest and is now known as
the Festival of the Lakes. This festival con-
tinues to provide entertainment to residents
and visitors of Hammond.

While Ernie has dedicated a considerable
amount of time and energy to his community,
he has never limited the time he gives to his
most important interest, his family. Ernie and
his wife Margie have four children, Steven,
Lori, Elizabeth, and Kathleen. They are also
the proud grandparents of Elija, Korey, and
Faith.

Mr. Speaker, Ernie has given his time and
efforts selflessly to the people of Lake County
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throughout his years of service. He has taught
the true meaning of service to all members of
the Northwest Indiana community. | respect-
fully ask that you and my other distinguished
colleagues join me in congratulating Mr. Ernie
Dillon for his outstanding contributions to Indi-
ana’s First Congressional District. | am proud
to commend him for his lifetime of service and
dedication.

——————

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE
COST ESTIMATE FOR S. 1576

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 7, 2004

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, | request that the
attached cost estimate for S. 1576, the Harp-
ers Ferry National Historical Park Boundary
Revision Act of 2003, be submitted for the
RECORD.

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE
S. 1576—Harpers Ferry National Historical
Park Boundary Revision Act of 2003
As reported by the House Committee on
Resources on July 14, 2004

S. 15676 would expand the boundary of the
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park in
West Virginia by about 1,240 acres. The act
would authorize the National Park Service
(NPS) to acquire the added acreage by pur-
chase, donation, or exchange, except that
lands that are already owned by the federal
government would be acquired by transfer.
Finally, the act would authorize the appro-
priation of whatever amounts are necessary
for these purposes.

Assuming appropriation of the necessary
amounts, CBO estimates that implementing
S. 1576 would cost the federal government
about $56 million over the next year or two.
Of this amount, we estimate that $4 million
would be used to purchase about 190 acres of
private property, and $1 million would be
used to develop that land. The remaining
acreage that would be added to the park is
either already owned by the federal govern-
ment or would be donated by the nonprofit
Civil War Preservation Trust. CBO estimates
that additional costs to operate and main-
tain those additional lands would be less
than $200,000 a year. This estimate is based
on information provided by the NPS.

S. 1576 contains no intergovernmental or
private-sector mandates as defined in the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would
have no significant impact on the budgets of
state, local, or tribal governments.

On March 25, 2004, CBO transmitted a cost
estimate for S. 1576 as ordered reported by
the Senate Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources on March 9, 2004. The two
versions of the legislation are identical, as
are the estimated costs.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is
Deborah Reis, who can be reached at 226-2860.
This estimate was approved by Peter H.
Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for
Budget Analysis.

————

CITY OF HIGHLAND VILLAGE
RANKED IN TOP TEN

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 7, 2004

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
honor to recognize five communities within my
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