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(Mr. LIPINSKI addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

PROBLEMS THAT OHIO FACES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. STRICKLAND) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the Speaker for his recognition,
and I am happy to be joined this
evening by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. RYAN) and the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. JONES), and later we will be
joined by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN). We are going to be talk-
ing this evening about the Nation, but
especially about some of the problems
that are faced by those of us who live
in the State of Ohio.
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Mr. Speaker, Ohio’s theme has been
““Ohio, The Heart of It All.” It is true
that Ohio is the heartland of our Na-
tion. Ohio probably more than any
other State is a microcosm of this
great Nation. We have the Great Lakes
to the north, the majestic Ohio River
along the eastern and southern bound-
aries. We have some of the richest,
most productive farmland in the world.
We have great cities: Akron, Toledo,
Youngstown, Cincinnati, Columbus.
They are wonderful metropolitan
areas. We have small towns. And many
of those small towns are in my district.
Certainly Youngstown and Steuben-
ville, Marietta, Portsmouth, Lisbon,
Ohio, all wonderful towns. And we have
a great diversity of population. We
have great ethnic and racial diversity.
We have religious diversity. We have
high tech and some of the greatest uni-
versities that exist in this country.

Although the American people are
hurting tonight economically and oth-
erwise, the people of Ohio are espe-
cially hurting. In the month of June,
Ohio lost 14,100 jobs, bringing the total
number of jobs lost since President
Bush came to office, the number of jobs
lost in Ohio, to 231,500 jobs. In June,
Ohio lost 3,400 manufacturing jobs,
bringing the total number of manufac-
turing jobs lost under President Bush
to 173,300 jobs. That is only 200 jobs be-
hind those jobs lost in Texas, and third
in the entire Nation.

The number of unemployed persons
in Ohio grew by 111,121 since President
Bush took office in 2001, rising to a
total number of 3,338,831 persons unem-
ployed last month. That is in Ohio. Na-
tionwide, job creation is still anemic
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with only about 110,000 jobs created na-
tionally in the last month.

The middle class in America is being
squeezed. Senator JOHN KERRY has
been talking about this middle-class
squeeze. Over 90 percent of the new jobs
created since August 2003 are service-
sector jobs that pay an hourly wage of
less than the national wage average.
About 1.4 million of the jobs created
are service-sector jobs with an average
wage of $15.24 an hour, which is 41 cents
less than the national average. And
203,000 of these jobs are temporary in
nature, providing no stability to the
people and the families who depend
upon them. Approximately 370,000 of
these jobs were in low-paying domestic
industries such as wait staff in res-
taurants and bars and retail workers.

In addition to this, and most Ameri-
cans know this, wages are at a record
low. Over the last year, the average
hourly wage has fallen. When adjusted
for inflation, wages are now at the low-
est point in 2 years, and the typical
American family is making $1,500 less
per year under President Bush.

The portion of the national economy
going to wages is lower than it has
been since 1966. In contrast, after-tax
corporate profits are the highest since
the government began keeping track in
1947. So the wages of America’s work-
ers are declining and the income of the
corporate giants are increasing.

Now as we approach a month-long re-
cess, instead of this Congress taking
steps to help the American working
family, Congress is spending its last re-
maining days debating what is likely
to be an unconstitutional effort to
block gay marriage and a bill to fur-
ther extend tax cuts to those who are
already wealthy. No wonder that this
Congress has come to be known as the
““‘do-nothing Congress.”” Instead of tak-
ing up bills which focus on issues which
are really important to the average
American, congressional leaders are fo-
cusing on issues which are important
to their very narrow political constitu-
ency. The priorities of this Congress do
not reflect the priorities of the Amer-
ican people.

Tonight, my colleagues, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. JONES) and the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) and
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN),
and I will be talking about some of
these issues to inform the American
people and to try to alert our col-
leagues to what is really happening in
this country.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. JONES).

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman. The gentleman
talks about an area in his district
which is near and dear to my heart. My
grandfather lived in Portsmouth, Ohio,
and raised nine children in Ports-
mouth, and I still have cousins and rel-
atives there.

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker,
every time I mention a town in Ohio,
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs.
JONES) has relatives there. I do know
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the gentlewoman’s relatives in Ports-
mouth, Ohio, and they are delightful
folk, and I am so pleased the gentle-
woman is joining us today, and it is
wonderful to have her as a colleague
because I do feel like we come from the
same part of the country.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
also recognize the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. RYAN) from the Youngstown
area. He has come to Congress, and he
has not missed a beat; and I am so
proud and pleased he is doing such a
wonderful job.

Tonight I am going to focus on gas
prices because gas prices have signifi-
cantly affected Ohioans. I rise to ex-
press my disdain that gasoline prices
have increased dramatically, exceeding
$2 per gallon, and reached record levels
in May 2004. Although recent decisions
by OPEC are expected to have some im-
pact on gas prices, the Energy Informa-
tion Administration has indicated that
gasoline price levels are still expected
to remain high by historical standards.

These high gasoline prices have sig-
nificant impacts on family budgets and
on the economy as a whole. We were
talking about the middle-class squeeze;
I am going to talk about middle-class
and lower-class squeeze. Who can ex-
pect that they are going to have to pay
$2 a gallon for gas? Last night in Cleve-
land at a gas station right around the
corner from my house, a guy walked up
to the window and said $40 worth of
gas.

Increased expenditures for gasoline
reduce families’ discretionary income
and can result in inflation in the price
of consumer goods. On May 17, 2004, the
Federal Reserve Chairman, Alan
Greenspan, indicated that the dramatic
increase in oil and gas prices is ‘“‘an
economic event that can significantly
affect the long-term path of the U.S.
economy.”’

A recent report by the staff of the
Committee on Government Reform of
the House of Representatives found
that increased cost of gasoline prices
can force motorists in Ohio to pay $483
million more for gasoline in the sum-
mer driving season than they did last
summer. The increased cost will be ap-
proximately $62 million in the Cleve-
land area alone. For the average family
in Ohio, the increasing gasoline prices
can increase fuel costs by $125 between
Memorial Day and Labor Day.

In recent months, gasoline prices
have increased rapidly in Ohio and in
the Columbus area. On July 6, 2004, the
average price for a gallon of gasoline in
Ohio was $1.81. Compared to 1 year ago,
that represents a 35-cent-per-gallon in-
crease.

Prices have increased by a similar
amount in metro areas throughout the
State. On July 6, 2004, average gasoline
prices were $1.82 in the Cleveland area,
an increase of 32 cents a gallon com-
pared to prices 1 year ago. In 2004, driv-
ers in Ohio will purchase approxi-
mately 5.5 billion gallons of gasoline,
an estimated 460 million gallons per
month. Assuming that the prices re-
main at the statewide average of 35
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