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breadwinner in a most horrible way; 
and now, they were facing the threat of 
deportation. 

Mrs. Hasan and her teenage daugh-
ters think of themselves as Americans. 
The daughters are growing up here. 
Mrs. Hasan and all but the youngest 
daughter hold down jobs to make ends 
meet. One daughter attends Rutgers. 
Another daughter is studying at Kean 
College to become a teacher. They are 
the type of hard-working, reverent, pa-
triotic, studious, industrious people 
that we want here in America; and 
they deserve to stay. 

For the past 21⁄2 years, I have been 
working with government agencies to 
keep the Hasan family in this country. 
I have pursued and exhausted every 
possible legal remedy to help the Hasan 
family stay. My Private Relief bill is 
the Hasan family’s last hope of attain-
ing permanent legal residency and 
eventually citizenship. Today, the 
House of Representatives passed that 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that there is 
no more crucial time to demonstrate to 
Muslims in America and around the 
world that we are a tolerant and sym-
pathetic people. We must seize oppor-
tunities to showcase America’s com-
mitment to the democratic values that 
we are making great sacrifices to pro-
mote overseas. 

This bill, of course, does not make 
everything all right. Duri Hasan and 
her daughters have lost their husband 
and father. Their lives have been given 
a severe blow. But with this bill, we 
avoid doing any further injury to them. 
I am very pleased to report the happy 
news to the Hasan family to whom 
today we here in the House have said, 
You belong here in America with us. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. LIPINSKI addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

b 2000 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GINGREY). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
BLUMENAUER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

OUR GREATEST RESOURCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HUNTER) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I thought 
we would talk tonight about several 
things, about our recent several 
CODELs to Iraq, to the theater, and 
also about the defense bill, and lastly, 
about the resources, the great Amer-
ican asset that ties all of our defense 
issues together, and that is the men 
and women who wear the uniform of 
the United States. 

I thought, Mr. Speaker, maybe I 
would just start off with my great col-
leagues, the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. HAYES) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON), in just talking about a couple of 
those great men and women in uni-
form. 

I wanted to read a citation, Mr. 
Speaker, because we have had a lot of 
talk, lots of discussion and enormous 
publicity about the prison mess over 
the last several months. And one way 
we have countered that image that I 
think has wrongfully been splashed 
against lots of folks in uniform is by 
talking about the great heroism of a 
number of those people. And I remind 
my colleagues that we had some 16,000 
Bronze Stars awarded in Iraq, some 127 
Silver Stars, and I thought that to-
night just to start off I would talk 
about a couple of the commendations 
that have been given to heroes in that 
very difficult theater in Iraq. 

This is a Silver Star that was pre-
sented by order of the Secretary of the 
Navy to Staff Sergeant Adam R. Sikes, 
United States Marine Corps. I wanted 
to read this, Mr. Speaker. 

‘‘For conspicuous gallantry and in-
trepidity in action against the enemy 
while serving as Platoon Sergeant, 1st 
Platoon, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 
5th Marines, Regimental Combat Team 
5, 1st Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force on 12 April 2003. During 
the Battle of At Tarmiyah, Staff Ser-
geant Sikes’ platoon was pinned down 
by heavy small arms and rocket pro-
pelled grenade fire in the opening mo-

ments of the fight. Without orders, 
Staff Sergeant Sikes quickly rallied 
two of his squads and set them into po-
sition to suppress the enemy and pre-
pare them to counter attack. With the 
squads in position, Staff Sergeant 
Sikes charged alone across the 70 me-
ters of fire swept ground to close on 
the first enemy strongpoint, which he 
cleared with a grenade and rifle fire. 
Moving to the roof of a three-story 
building that was exposed to enemy 
fire, Staff Sergeant Sikes skillfully ad-
justed 60-millimeter mortar rounds 
onto nearby enemy positions. The 
rounds isolated the town from enemy 
reinforcement and decimated an enemy 
position in the nearby tree line. Upon 
learning that the other squad had 
taken causalities, Staff Sergeant Sikes 
moved to their position. With wounded 
Marines in a small compound, cut off 
by the enemy, Staff Sergeant Sikes sig-
naled an amphibian vehicle and di-
rected their evacuation while under a 
hail of small arms and rocket propelled 
grenade fire. By his bold leadership, 
wise judgment, and complete dedica-
tion to duty, Staff Sergeant Sikes re-
flected great credit upon himself and 
upheld the highest traditions of the 
Marine Corps and the United States 
Naval Service.’’ 

That is one of many, many com-
mendations, Mr. Speaker, that have 
come out of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Here is another citation that I thought 
I would read tonight. This is a Navy 
and Marine Corps Commendation 
Medal to Staff Sergeant Brian Porter, 
United States Marine Corps for heroic 
achievement while serving as tank 
commander, 3D Platoon, Company B, 
1st Tank Battalion, Regimental Com-
bat Team 7, 1st Marine Division in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. ‘‘Staff 
Sergeant Porter’s actions against the 
enemy were quick and deadly. Upon 
initial contact with the enemy near 
Imam Anas with two of four tanks in 
the platoon temporarily unable to fire, 
he guided his tank to the right of the 
platoon and destroyed an Iraqi T–55 
tank with main gun fire. He personally 
engaged and destroyed numerous ar-
mored personnel carriers and tanks to 
ensure the safety of the company. Dur-
ing a reconnaissance operation in Ad 
Diwaniyah, he secured the southern 
flank of the company. During the ensu-
ing firefight involving mortar fire, ma-
chine gun fire, and rocket-propelled 
grenade fire, he destroyed a technical 
vehicle that was firing upon the pla-
toon at close range. Staff sergeant Por-
ter’s initiative, perseverance, and total 
dedication to duty reflected credit 
upon him and were in keeping with the 
highest tradition of the Marine Corps 
and the United States Naval Service.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, these are obviously just 
a few out of thousands of citations that 
have been given to our soldiers and air-
men and Naval personnel and United 
States Marines in theater in both Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom and in Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, if we have time at the 
end of our special order, I would like to 
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