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‘‘(viii) offer healthy food choices outside
program meals, including by making low-fat
and nutrient dense options available in vend-
ing machines, school stores, and other
venues; and

‘‘(ix) provide nutrition education, includ-
ing sports nutrition education, for teachers,
coaches, food service staff, athletic trainers,
and school nurses.

‘(6) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after completion of the projects and evalua-
tions under this subsection, the Secretary
shall—

““(A) submit to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions and
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition
and Forestry of the Senate a report describ-
ing the results of the evaluation under this
subsection; and

‘(B) make the report available to the pub-
lic, including through the Internet.

‘(i) NUTRITION EDUCATION SUPPORT.—In
carrying out the purpose of this section to
support nutrition education, the Secretary
may provide for technical assistance and
grants to improve the quality of school
meals and access to local foods in schools
and institutions.

“(j) LIMITATION.—Material prepared under
this section regarding agricultural commod-
ities, food, or beverages, must be factual and
without bias.

(k) TEAM NUTRITION NETWORK INDE-
PENDENT EVALUATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of funds to carry out this subsection,
the Secretary shall offer to enter into an
agreement with an independent, mnon-
partisan, science-based research organiza-
tion—

““(A) to conduct a comprehensive inde-
pendent evaluation of the effectiveness of
the team nutrition initiative and the team
nutrition network under this section; and

‘“(B) to identify best practices by schools
in—

‘(i) improving student understanding of
healthful eating patterns;

‘‘(ii) engaging students in regular physical
activity and improving physical fitness;

‘“(iii) reducing diabetes and obesity rates
in school children;

‘(iv) improving student nutrition behav-
iors on the school campus, including by in-
creasing healthier meal choices by students,
as evidenced by greater inclusion of fruits,
vegetables, whole grains, and lean dairy and
protein in meal and snack selections;

‘(v) providing training and technical as-
sistance for food service professionals result-
ing in the availability of healthy meals that
appeal to ethnic and cultural taste pref-
erences;

‘(vi) linking meals programs to nutrition
education activities;

“(vii) successfully involving parents,
school administrators, the private sector,
public health agencies, nonprofit organiza-
tions, and other community partners;

‘‘(viii) ensuring the adequacy of time to
eat during school meal periods; and

“(ix) successfully generating revenue
through the sale of food items, while pro-
viding healthy options to students through
vending, student stores, and other venues.

‘(2) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
funds are made available to carry out this
subsection, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce
of the House of Representatives, the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions and the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate a re-
port describing the findings of the inde-
pendent evaluation.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.”.

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
21(c)(2)(E) of the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769b-1(c)(2)(E))
is amended by striking ‘¢, including” and all
that follows through *1966"".

SEC. 206. REVIEW OF BEST PRACTICES IN THE
BREAKFAST PROGRAM.

(a) REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of funds under subsection (c), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall enter into an
agreement with a research organization to
collect and disseminate a review of best
practices to assist school food authorities in
addressing existing impediments at the
State and local level that hinder the growth
of the school breakfast program under sec-
tion 4 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
U.S.C. 1773).

(2) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The review shall
describe model breakfast programs and offer
recommendations for schools to overcome
obstacles, including—

(A) the length of the school day;

(B) bus schedules; and

(C) potential increases in costs at the
State and local level.

(b) DISSEMINATION.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall—

(1) make the review required under sub-
section (a) available to school food authori-
ties via the Internet, including recommenda-
tions to improve participation in the school
breakfast program; and

(2) transmit to Committee on Education
and the Workforce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a copy of the review.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.

TITLE III—COMMODITY DISTRIBUTION

PROGRAMS
COMMODITY DISTRIBUTION PRO-
GRAMS.

Section 15 of the Commodity Distribution
Reform Act and WIC Amendments of 1987 (7
U.S.C. 612¢ note; Public Law 100-237) is
amended by striking subsection (e).

TITLE IV—MISCELLANEOUS
SEC. 401. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING EF-
FORTS TO PREVENT AND REDUCE
CHILDHOOD OBESITY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) childhood obesity in the United States
has reached critical proportions;

(2) childhood obesity is associated with nu-
merous health risks and the incidence of
chronic disease later in life;

(3) the prevention of obesity among chil-
dren yields significant benefits in terms of
preventing disease and the health care costs
associated with such diseases;

(4) further scientific and medical data on
the prevalence of childhood obesity is nec-
essary in order to inform efforts to fight
childhood obesity; and

(5) the State of Arkansas—

(A) is the first State in the United States
to have a comprehensive statewide initiative
to combat and prevent childhood obesity
by—

(i) annually measuring the body mass
index of public school children in the State
from kindergarten through 12th grade; and

(ii) providing that information to the par-
ents of each child with associated informa-
tion about the health implications of the
body mass index of the child;

(B) maintains, analyzes, and reports on an-
nual and longitudinal body mass index data
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for the public school children in the State;
and

(C) develops and implements appropriate
interventions at the community and school
level to address obesity, the risk of obesity,
and the condition of being overweight, in-
cluding efforts to encourage healthy eating
habits and increased physical activity.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the State of Arkansas, in partnership
with the University of Arkansas for Medical
Sciences and the Arkansas Center for Health
Improvement, should be commended for its
leadership in combating childhood obesity;
and

(2) the efforts of the State of Arkansas to
implement a statewide initiative to combat
and prevent childhood obesity are exemplary
and could serve as a model for States across
the United States.

TITLE V—_IMPLEMENTATION
SEC. 501. GUIDANCE AND REGULATIONS.

(a) GUIDANCE.—AS soon as practicable after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall issue guidance to
implement the amendments made by sec-
tions 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 111, 116, 119(c),
119(g), 120, 126(b), 126(c), 201, 203(a)(3), 203(b),
203(c)(b), 203(e)(3), 203(e)(4), 203(e)(5), 203(e)(6),
203(e)(7), 203(e)(10), and 203(h)(1).

(b) INTERIM FINAL REGULATIONS.—The Sec-
retary may promulgate interim final regula-
tions to implement the amendments de-
scribed in subsection (a).

(c) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall promulgate final regulations
to implement the amendments described in
subsection (a).

SEC. 502. EFFECTIVE DATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this Act, this Act and the amend-
ments made by this Act take effect on the
date of enactment of this Act.

(b) SPECIAL EFFECTIVE DATES.—

(1) JULY 1, 2004.—The amendments made by
sections 106, 107, 126(c), and 201 take effect on
July 1, 2004.

(2) OCTOBER 1, 2004.—The amendments made
by sections 119(c), 119(g), 202(a), 203(a), 203(b),
203(c)(1), 203(c)(5), 203(e)(5), 203(e)(8),
203(e)(10), 203(e)(13), 203(f), 203(h)(1), and
203(h)(2) take effect on October 1, 2004.

(3) JANUARY 1, 2005.—The amendments made
by sections 116(f)(1) and 116(f)(3) take effect
on January 1, 2005.

(4) JULY 1, 2006.—The amendments made by
sections 102, 104, 105, 111, and 126(b) take ef-
fect on July 1, 2005.

(5) OCTOBER 1, 2005.—The amendments made
by sections 116(d) and 203(e)(9) take effect on
October 1, 2005.

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on S. 2507.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
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