E1184

our nation’s history that continues to influence
our society, and to try and make a significant
change for the better.

The festivities in my district include the an-
nual Juneteenth Jubilee Parade and Picnic, as
well as the Gospel Explosion in the Park and
Gospel by the Sea. In addition to the annual
events, the African American Heritage organi-
zation will present the exhibit “The Making of
an Underground Railroad: From Slavery to
Freedom.” Let us all take a moment to recog-
nize this important holiday, and to continue
moving forward in the spirit of freedom and
understanding.

———

RECOGNIZING REVEREND AL
JACKSON
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, the
Reverend Al Jackson, pastor of Lakeview
Baptist Church in Auburn, Alabama, cele-
brates his 25th year in service to the con-
gregation this year. In May, the congregation
held a special celebration to commemorate
this milestone, and honor a man who has
given so much back to our community.

Born on October 26, 1948 in Florala, Ala-
bama, Samuel Alto Jackson, Jr., has lived a
long and prolific life in the ministry. In 1971 he
graduated from Samford University and went
on to earn his Masters of Divinity at South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary and his
Doctorate of Divinity from the Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary in 1985.

Reverend Jackson has served many con-
gregations during his lengthy career, including
First Baptist Church in Florala; First Baptist
Church in Selma; Carolina Baptist Church in
Andalusia; Bethel Heights Baptist Church in
Gatesville, Texas; and since 1979, Lakeview
Baptist Church in Auburn as its Pastor.

Reverend Jackson has also helped train
ministerial students, and has served on the
board of Samford University. In addition, he
has traveled around the world on mission
trips, and is widely recognized in the Southern
Baptist Convention for his teachings and his
accomplishments.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Reverend Al Jackson on this important occa-
sion, and | thank the House for its attention in
honoring a man who has lived his life as a
shining example for us all.

——
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a cultural treasure in my district, the
North Jersey Philharmonic Glee Club, as they
celebrate their long and distinguished history
on Saturday, June 19, 2004, with their 65th
Anniversary Concert, “The Sounds of Broad-
way.”

The North Jersey Philharmonic Glee Club
remains dedicated to the preservation of male
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choral singing in America. Its members are
unpaid, drawn to participation through their
love of choral music alone.

Formed in 1939, the North Jersey Phil-
harmonic Glee Club is one of the oldest all
male singing groups in the Mid-Atlantic States.
The group performs a wide variety of music,
but maintains a focus on African American
and European Classical music for the majority
of its repertoire.

The group’s performances reach audiences
throughout New Jersey in schools, colleges
and universities, churches, nursing homes,
hospitals, health centers, community centers,
and countless other venues where people
gather to enjoy the rich culture of our State.

During the Post-World War Il era, the Glee
Club regularly performed on WNJR radio, and
in one of its more memorable performances of
that period, the chorus shared the stage with
the great Paul Robeson. During the 70s and
80s, the Glee Club’s performances paying trib-
ute to African American composers were regu-
larly featured on Suburban Cable (now
Comcast) and the New Jersey Network (NJN).

Most recently, the Glee Club has appeared
in programs that included Harry Belafonte,
Smokey Robinson, Ben Vereen, Savion Glov-
er, and gospel legend Shirley Caesar. They
have performed at the White House, Lincoln
Center, the New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter (NJPAC), the Smithsonian Institution, the
National Cathedral, Riverside Church, the
Schomberg Center in New York City, and the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in my
home town of Newark.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in extending
thanks to the North Jersey Philharmonic Glee
Club for their contributions to the cultural life
of our community, and | invite my colleagues
to join me in sending our congratulations as
they celebrate 65 years of musical excellence.
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Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
speak about India and to respond to recent re-
marks made on this Floor by Congressman
Towns concerning the situation in Kashmir.

First, 1 would like to praise India, a vast
country of over 1,000,000,000 people, for its
recent successful exercise in democracy. The
elections in India that concluded last month
yet again demonstrated the strength and en-
durance of that country’s democratic system
and culture. India has been for 57 years the
world’s largest democracy, with a multiparty
system in which all political views are freely
expressed and respected. India’s example of
free and fair democratic elections, and respect
for the rule of law, is truly an inspiration and
model for the region and the world.

India and the United States share a special
relationship as the world’s two largest democ-
racies. Our countries are natural allies, and we
share the fundamental goal of building a
peaceful and democratic world free from the
scourge of terrorism. | am confident this rela-
tionship will continue to grow stronger be-
cause of the shared interests between our
countries. Next, | would like to respond briefly
to remarks made recently by Congressman
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Towns about Kashmir. | believe his remarks
demand a response given his inaccurate and
misleading portrayal of the situation.

In his recent remarks, the Congressman re-
ferred to a “successful” hearing held recently
on Kashmir by the Subcommittee on Wellness
and Human Rights of the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform. On the contrary, that hearing
included the testimony of a number of wit-
nesses whose views on Kashmir were so lop-
sided that I, along with a handful of other
Members not serving on the Subcommittee,
felt it imperative to be present and lend some
balance to the proceedings. It is unfortunate
that this hearing was used as a vehicle for
propaganda—one witness even described the
hearing as an exercise in India-bashing. It is
especially disappointing because it com-
promises and undermines efforts by India and
Pakistan to resolve bilaterally all issues be-
tween them. | would like to add here that eligi-
ble citizens of India, including in Jammu &
Kashmir, freely exercised their right to vote in
India’s recent elections. Despite terrorist at-
tacks that resulted in the killings of and inju-
ries to government ministers, candidates as
well as voters, the people of Jammu & Kash-
mir came out and voted, much as they did in
late 2002 while electing representatives to
their own State Assembly. This is much more
than can be said of some other countries,
where the military continues to dominate the
political process.

The situation in the state of Jammu and
Kashmir is primarily one of cross-border ter-
rorism, sponsored from across the Line of
Control and the International Border in the
state by Pakistan. Starting in the early 1980s
in the state of Punjab and then since 1988 in
the state of Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan
has consistently sought to use terrorism as an
instrument of state policy in its dealings with
India. The involvement of the Pakistani state
in recruiting, training, indoctrinating, financing,
arming and infiltrating terrorists into Indian ter-
ritory is a matter of international and public
record. In addition to this, the active Pakistani
military, political and diplomatic support to the
criminal Taliban regime in Afghanistan, which
provided refuge to Osama bin Laden, is also
well known.

Despite this record, the Government of India
has sought reconciliation and repeatedly ex-
tended a hand of friendship to Pakistan. The
previous Government in India had initiated this
process and the new Government that has
just taken office has reiterated its desire to
build upon it. Indeed, the new Foreign Minister
of India has just announced the rescheduled
dates for talks on bilateral issues with Paki-
stan. These include talks on June 19 and 20
on Confidence Building Measures and on
June 27 and 28 between the Foreign Secre-
taries of the two countries. India’s approach is
one of friendship and cooperation. The Gov-
ernment of Pakistan should respect the seri-
ousness with which India is committed to en-
gaging in this bilateral dialogue and play its
part by living up to the commitments it has
made to India and the international commu-
nity, including the United States, most notably
to create an atmosphere free from the menace
of terrorism and violence in which the dialogue
can be advanced.

India is the world’s largest democracy and
has stuck to its tenets for over half a century.
It has institutions and processes in place that
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