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awareness about hunger and the problems
faced by millions of people who are having
trouble feeding themselves and their families.
Today, thousands of hunger relief advocates
and volunteers will work with food banks,
food-rescue organizations and agencies to
help raise awareness about hunger in their
communities.

Madam Speaker, the statistics are astound-
ing. Nearly 35 million Americans go hungry
each year. 13 million are children. In 2002,
over 34 million Americans and 7.2 million
American families lived in poverty. The prob-
lem of hunger is getting worse, not better. The
percentage of households experiencing food
insecurity increased from 10.7 percent in 2001
to 11.1 percent in 2002.

Hunger and food insecurity don't fit the old
stereotypes of the poor and uneducated. Not
only are more working families relying on food
banks for help to feed their children, but over
62 percent of recipients of food from food
banks have at least a high school diploma.
This is intolerable. As a nation, we should not
and can not continue to have lower-income
families struggle to earn enough money to put
food on the table. Poverty and hunger are di-
rectly related—if you don’t have money, you
can’t buy food. It's that simple.

This year's theme for Hunger Awareness
Day is “One Big Table.” Hundreds of events
are taking place around the country, and |
would like to highlight one taking place in my
district.

Today, the Worcester County Food Bank is
holding a “Picnic and Food Drive Kick-Off.”
The Worcester County Food Bank, together
with Sovereign Bank, Shaw’s Supermarkets,
the Worcester Telegram & Gazette, WSRS/
WTAG Radio and Curry Printing, are kicking-
off the 2nd Annual County-wide Grocery Bag
Food Drive. Held at the Worcestrer County
Food Bank, the event includes food drive
sponsors, partner agencies, volunteers and
staff enjoying a picnic lunch prepared by Com-
munity Kitchen student chefs. It will feature
on-air radio interviews with the sponsors and
agencies to raise awareness of the local hun-
ger problem and promote the upcoming food
drive.

Madam Speaker, National Hunger Aware-
ness Day is just one day out of the year when
individuals, companies, organizations, and
faith-based groups can participate, but the re-
ality is that hunger is a political problem.
There is no justification for hunger to exist in
this country, or around the world, for that mat-
ter. We have the food, the money, and the
manpower to end hunger in the United States.
What we can’t seem to find is the political will
to do so.

Earlier this year, this body approved bipar-
tisan legislation reauthorizing the child nutrition
programs. It's a good bill that, sadly, doesn’t
go far enough. For example, over 22 million
low-income children participate in the free and
reduced-price school breakfast and lunch pro-
gram. However, only 4.7 million children re-
ceive these same lunches in the summer—a
78.8 percent drop in participation. And it's not
for lack of need. No, Madam Speaker, it's
from the lack of commitment by this Congress.

In another example, Madam Speaker, the
Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act rightly ends
the requirement that many families must pay a
reduced price for breakfasts and lunches. But
instead of ending this required payment now,
the House-passed bill phases it out over five
years.
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Madam Speaker, we must do better. The
Education and Workforce Committee crafted a
good, bipartisan bill. It's a good start, but it
must be improved. The programs to end hun-
ger are in place. They don’'t need to be recre-
ated; they just need to be fully funded. The
American people deserve better, and, on Na-
tional Hunger Awareness Day, | urge my col-
leagues in the other body to pass a broader,
more inclusive Child Nutrition Reauthorization
Act.

Madam Speaker, let me close by com-
mending America’s Second Harvest, the food
banks around the country, the corporations,
faith-based groups, volunteers and other anti-
hunger advocates for their hard work and
dedication to end hunger in the U.S. Today is
National Hunger Awareness Day. But these in-
dividuals and groups work to end hunger
every day. Food bank participation continues
to rise. The need for anti-hunger programs is
clear. I, for one, am grateful for America’s
Second Harvest’'s commitment to ending hun-
ger in America. | urge my colleagues to make
every day Hunger Awareness Day, to commit
themselves to ending hunger in any way they
can, and to find the political will to end the
scourge of hunger here at home and around
the world.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. INSLEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. INSLEE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the subject of my Special Order
today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————————

ADVANCING FRONTIERS OF
SCIENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CULBERSON) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, it
is my privilege to appear here on the
House floor today to join with the ma-
jority leader and Members of Congress
who will be with me here today to ex-
press our strong support for maintain-
ing America’s leadership role in the ex-
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ploration of outer space, and our lead-
ership role in advancing the frontiers
of science, to demonstrate through the
examples we will give today and the
presentations that we have of the
many, many tangible ways in which
the mission of NASA, our leadership in
the exploration of space, and America’s
leadership in the advancement of the
frontiers of science have touched and
changed the lives of Americans individ-
ually, and advanced the freedom and
prosperity of the Nation and the world
as a whole.

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to
recognize the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CALVERT).

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to support NASA’s new vi-
sion for our continued exploration of
the universe. Forty-three years ago,
President John F. Kennedy laid out a
vision of space exploration that be-
came a reality 8 years later when Neil
Armstrong stepped onto the Moon.
With the Apollo missions, America led
the world in space exploration and pro-
pelled decades of technological and bio-
logical research that continue to ben-
efit us to this day.

Four decades later, President George
W. Bush offered the Nation another
bold and challenging vision of space ex-
ploration that will keep America eco-
nomically, technologically, and mili-
tarily strong. Congress needs to sup-
port this mission so we can work with
NASA to achieve the goal of returning
Americans to the Moon and sending as-
tronauts to Mars and beyond.

NASA’s new space exploration vision
comes at a time when America faces
increased competition from other na-
tions. Aside from Russia, the People’s
Republic of China now has an ambi-
tious space flight program. China has
already launched a spacecraft into low-
Earth orbit and is intent on developing
a manned aerospace and lunar explo-
ration program.

We need to return the Space Shuttle
to flight, complete the International
Space Station, and extend our presence
across the solar system by developing a
new crew exploration vehicle.

Space exploration not only advances
the Nation’s vision. It provides jobs,
growth and opportunity to millions of
American workers. Being the leader in
space flight also makes America the
leader in commercial research and de-
velopment. The end of the last century
witnessed rapid advances in science
and technology that could only have
been accomplished by astronauts con-
ducting research in space. Micro-
gravity experiments on the Space
Shuttle and the International Space
Station led to the creation of next-gen-
eration silicon computer chips and
laser communication. Experiments on
the Shuttle in the early 1990s fostered
the development of a manufacturing
process known as liquid phase cen-
tering that is now being used to
produce over $20 billion worth of prod-
ucts in the United States.
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