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Have a safe trip home. Have a great
summer. God bless all of you because
you are special, special folks. I wish
you all the luck in the world in what-
ever you choose to do.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) to
come up as he wants to address the
group. This is a perfect example. The
gentleman and I are very good friends.
We do not agree very much on about
anything, but one thing we agree on is
the service that you all conduct and
the honor of this institution and the
hard work that everybody puts into it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN).

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend, the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS). I know you real-
ly want to listen to one more speech
because you have not heard enough
speeches since you have been here.

It is a pleasure to be here. I particu-
larly thank the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. SHIMKUS) and the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) for their
good work; to Wren, to all of your su-
pervisors, your new supervisor, Joy
Malleen, and to all of you especially
for your public service at a very young
age.

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
KILDEE) says this is an almost 200-year
tradition of pages working in the
greatest legislative body in the world,
and this is an achievement you can
look back on. It is an achievement es-
pecially because if you are like Omar
Halabi in my district, if you are like
most people here, I think, it was not by
accident you ended up here. You are
obviously achievers at home. Many of
you went through a competitive proc-
ess to get here. You obviously have
shown self-discipline; you are self-
starters. You already have the kinds of
values and the kind of work ethic that
will get you ahead as you go off to col-
lege, and you go off in to the military
and you go off into the workforce.

I have watched Omar from
Brecksville, Ohio, in my district and
watched some others of you and talked
to you, for some of you it is a semester,
for others as Omar got to re-up as they
say. I have gotten to see the personal
growth and the Kkind of growing into
the whole idea of public service.

My short remarks, I will just say
that I hope when you go home, I heard
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER) talking about young people not
registering to vote in very high num-
bers. I hope you will go home, those of
you that are 18 now or soon will be 18
or have plenty of friends that are 18,
that you make it your mission to reg-
ister your friends to vote, to get in-
volved, whichever side you want to be
on in the Presidential race this year,
whichever side you want to be on on
any number of political campaigns at
home in community service and en-
courage people, as President Theodore
Roosevelt, my favorite Republican

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

said, ‘“Get in the arena. That is where
you really make a difference.”

You have already been in the arena
by working in this legislative body, by
serving the Congress, by serving your
country. You can accelerate that and
go home and build on that and really
be in the arena every day, back at
school, back in the workplace, in the
military, at home doing what you al-
ready know how to do. You have the
leadership skills. You have the inter-
personal skills. I hope that you will
share those skills with people all over
the 50 States of this country and get
into the arena and do it.

Congratulations to all of you.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I want
to send my regards for the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. KOLBE), who has vis-
ited with many of you. He is receiving
an award down at the EPA. I know he
is trying to get back here on time, but
it looks like he will not. As you know,
he has been very close to the program.
He will get a chance to extend his re-
marks.

To whom much is given, much is ex-
pected. And I think that is really is
summary of what the Members who
have come on the floor have attempted
to say in their own way. We thank you
for your service. We have all bled a lit-
tle bit this year. We have all sweated a
little bit this year. We have all cried a
little bit this year, not only the pages
but of course, of course, the dorm staff,
the school staff, the floor staff. Make
sure you go and tell them to thank the
adult supervision folks who have been
so patient to get us through this year.

Again, from the House of Representa-
tives, from the Speaker, from the mi-
nority leader, thank you for your serv-
ice. Have a great graduation tomorrow.
May God bless you all, and may God
bless the United States of America.
You are now dismissed.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of my Farewell to
the Pages 1-minute speech.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OSE). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to join my colleagues in recognizing
the Congressional Pages that will be ending
their term of service this week. | would also
like to commend Congressman SHIMKUS and
Peggy Sampson for all of their hard work.

The House Pages have made up the criti-
cally important support staff that has kept the
House floor running smoothly for over 200
years.

The 2003-2004 full-school year Pages were
selected from hundreds of applicants, fol-
lowing an incredibly competitive process that
scrutinizes their individual achievements in
academics, leadership, and commitment to so-
cial and civic service.

Page duties include delivering all types of
correspondence and legislative materials
throughout the Capitol and House Office Build-
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ings, answering phones in the Members’
Cloakrooms, relaying messages, flying flags
over the Capitol, and preparing the House
floor for session.

These pages have spent their entire junior
year of high school in Washington, D.C., liv-
ing, taking classes and working for the House.

The typical day of a Page begins very early
at 5:45 am or 6:00 am to eat breakfast prior
to attending classes for school at 6:45 am. At
10:00 am, their legislative workday begins and
lasts until the House adjourns in the evening;
and sometimes into the early morning hour.

These individuals have demonstrated their
true commitment to playing an important role
in our Nation’s future by learning and working
in the nation’s capitol.

We honor those Pages that have shown the
same generosity of spirit, depth of intelligence,
and capacity for human service that is so im-
portant to leaders.

These exceptional students have consist-
ently displayed their dedication, intelligence
and concern throughout their time as a Page
in Congress. They stand out among their
peers not only because of their many achieve-
ments, but also the disciplined manner in
which they meet all challenges. Although they
have already accomplished a great deal, these
young people possess unlimited potential.

The House Pages are young men and
women of character, ambition, and initiative,
who have made a significant contribution to
the United States House of Representatives
and already learned well the value of hard
work and commitment. Their efforts and dedi-
cation is very much appreciated and our best
wishes bestowed upon them in all of their fu-
ture endeavors that | am sure for some will in-
clude elected office including Congress. | sus-
pect all will be leaders.

On behalf of the United States House of
Representatives, we extend our thanks and
highest praise and congratulations to each
Congressional Page.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FRANKS of Arizona). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 7,
2003, and under a previous order of the
House, the following Members will be
recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to claim the
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