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down when Secretary Richardson—now 
the Governor of New Mexico—was in, 
and I have brought every particular 
benefit that I could possibly bring to 
this particular facility, but apparently 
the contractors want to move ahead 
and certainly the Department of En-
ergy wants to move ahead and not have 
to pay out the full sums. If they can 
get a precedent set for the reclassifica-
tion in a surreptitious fashion of this 
kind called low-level waste, then it will 
set a precedent for the other States 
and we have an environmental disaster 
in the offing because we will not be 
here. 

That is about the attitude around 
here, that if it can be handled in a 
day’s time, then let us forget about the 
future. This is a highly dangerous pro-
cedure. It is wrong for the State of 
South Carolina. It is wrong for the Na-
tion. It is wrong for the Department of 
Energy. 

I had misgivings when the Secretary 
of Energy came up for nomination. I 
remembered very clearly my debate 
with Spencer Abraham. He wanted to 
abolish the Department of Energy and 
abolish the Department of Commerce. I 
can see him over on that side of the 
floor right now. We had a debate about 
that. I was sort of shocked that he 
would want to be Secretary of a De-
partment that he wanted to abolish, 
but he is a good fellow. I got along with 
him, and I said, all right, I will cast a 
vote and keep my fingers crossed. But 
this is monkeyshines. We cannot go 
along with this one. 

If they want a reclassification—this 
is not a money problem, this is a re-
classification problem—then let us re-
classify it in the orderly fashion in 
which we made the classification back 
some 22 years ago in the Congress. 

The House of Representatives says 
let us handle it that way, so let us han-
dle it that way over in the Senate. If 
we want to give permission to have 
hearings and then change that law, 
that is fine business, let us do it in that 
fashion, but do not put a rider that 
says this is for the interest of the State 
of South Carolina because it is not. It 
is not in the interest of the United 
States of America. 

I do not know how else we can solve 
this. I know the other States are in-
volved. The Senator from Michigan on 
the Defense appropriations has been 
very alert on this particular measure. I 
am just a Johnny-come-lately to it, 
but it affects my State, and it affects 
an area that I have been vitally inter-
ested in for over 50 years now. I have 
worked with every particular facet 
that one can think of. Never has this 
Senator been contacted about this 
deal. I know the Governor, I know his 
position on the environment, and I 
know he will not approve of this one. 

I can tell my colleagues right now 
that reclassifying high level as low 
level, saying that we protect the State 
of South Carolina when we know the 
legalistic wording is just that, legal-
istic wording, has already been found 

ineffective by the highest court of the 
land. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. GRA-

HAM of South Carolina). The Senator 
from Virginia. 

f 

ORDER FOR RECESS 

Mr. WARNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand in recess at 
the hour of 12:45 to accommodate the 
Secretary of Defense, who will be brief-
ing us, and resume at 2:15. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada. 

Mr. REID. I think the two managers 
are very wise, offering the opportunity 
for everyone to go to hear the Sec-
retary of Defense and the three gen-
erals who testified yesterday. It is 
commendable. It speaks well of the 
management of the Senate floor be-
cause there would be nothing hap-
pening here anyway. Everyone needs to 
go there. So I commend the two man-
agers of this bill. 

Has the Senator offered a unanimous 
consent that we would be out from 12:45 
to 2:15? 

Mr. WARNER. That is correct. It is 
essential that Senator LEVIN and I be 
present with the Secretary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WARNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRAIG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECESS 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, the dis-
tinguished Senator from Michigan and 
I, together with the distinguished Sen-
ator from Nevada, are doing our very 
best to try to arrange the debate on the 
pending amendment to accommodate 
both sides. It is not likely we are going 
to achieve that in the next few min-
utes, so I ask unanimous consent the 
pending unanimous consent request for 
12:45 be revised to reflect that the re-
cess start now and terminate at 2:15. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 12:37 p.m., recessed until 2:15 p.m.; 
whereupon, the Senate reassembled 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer [Mr. ALEXANDER]. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho. 

Mr. CRAPO. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2005—Continued 

AMENDMENT NO. 3226 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3170 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I call up 
amendment No. 3226. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

The Senator from Idaho [Mr. CRAPO] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 3226 to 
amendment No. 3170. 

Mr. CRAPO. I ask unanimous consent 
that reading of the amendment be dis-
pensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
Strike all after the first word of the mat-

ter proposed to be inserted and insert the fol-
lowing: 
3119. TREATMENT OF WASTE MATERIAL. 

(a) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR TREAT-
MENT.—Of the amount authorized to be ap-
propriated by section 3102(a)(1) for environ-
mental management for defense site accel-
eration completion, $350,000,000 shall be 
available for the following purposes at the 
sites referred to in subsection (b): 

(1) The safe management of tanks or tank 
farms used to store waste from reprocessing 
activities. 

(2) The on-site treatment and storage of 
wastes from reprocessing activities and re-
lated waste. 

(3) The consolidation of tank waste. 
(4) The emptying and cleaning of storage 

tanks. 
(5) Actions under section 3116. 
(b) SITES.—The sites referred to in this 

subsection are as follows: 
(1) The Idaho National Engineering and 

Environmental Laboratory, Idaho. 
(2) The Savannah River Site, Aiken, South 

Carolina. 
(3) The Hanford Site, Richland, Wash-

ington. 
(c) This section shall become effective 1 

day after enactment. 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I yield 
the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I came 
to the floor with the understanding 
that we are in a moment where we 
haven’t been able to move forward leg-
islatively as far as the schedule goes. I 
wanted to take a few minutes of leader 
time to comment on a number of spe-
cific issues. 
PAUL WELLSTONE MENTAL HEALTH EQUITABLE 

TREATMENT ACT 

Mr. DASCHLE. Yesterday I spoke 
about the Paul Wellstone Mental 
Health Equitable Treatment Act. This 
is a critical piece of health care legisla-
tion. One in five Americans today suf-
fers from a mental illness every year. 
Many are now denied health care they 
need because of legal discrimination by 
their health insurers. Such discrimina-
tion often takes a terrible toll on peo-
ple with mental illness, their families, 
and all of us. 
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