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falsehood to the American people and
Congress in the State of the Union ad-
dress, asserting that Iraq was getting
uranium to build a nuclear weapon. He
told the truth and so the President’s
people punished Mr. WILSON’s wife by
outing her CIA employment, which
should be a Federal crime.

So if you tell the truth in the Bush
administration, you can canned, pun-
ished, and your wife’s career gets de-
stroyed. But if you tell a falsehood,
like Mr. Chalabi’s outfit who gave us
repeated misinformation, according to
the Secretary of State, you get praised,
you get the President trying to get you
an in in the new government in Iraq,
and you get $350,000 a month of tax-
payers’ money, together with the mil-
lions of dollars we spent trying to para-
chute them into Baghdad to form a
new government, which was an abject
failure, you are praised.

If you are Paul Wolfowitz, who told
the Congress that oil revenues would
pay for this and we would be greeted
with rose petals, you are praised by the
President.

And if you are the Defense Secretary,
if you are wrong about WMD, wrong
about the connection with 9/11, wrong
about the number of troops we need,
and wrong about not having armor and
how we are going to pay for it and how
much it is going to cost, if you are
wrong about not having early elec-
tions, the Vice President says you are
the best Secretary of Defense America
has ever had. This is the Chalabi prin-
ciple. We need to break this.

This is one of the things wrong with
our Iraqi policy. The people telling the
truth are not listened to, and the peo-
ple fouling up get promoted. That
needs to change.

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, what
is interesting is that David Kay, highly
respected, the man that was charged by
this President, it did not take him too
long to conclude that Mr. Chalabi was
transparent, a manipulator, a con man,
if you will.

In addition to all that the gentleman
has said, do my colleagues remember
when the President of the TUnited
States delivered the State of the Union
address this year, in January of 2004,
who was sitting up right there in the
gallery in the Bush family box? Does
the gentleman remember?

Mr. HOEFFEL. I remember. It was
Mr. Chalabi.

Mr. DELAHUNT. It boggles the mind,
it is such rank incompetence, it is such
an inability to see reality, to be fooled.
It is not incompetence, it is gross neg-
ligence. In some other forum it might
almost be funny, but here it is so trag-
ic because it is not just about this
President and this Vice President, but
it is about war and peace and the
American people and how we are
viewed in the world, and it is the blood
of our children, and it is mortgaging
our future.

We should walk away from Mr.
Chalabi now and begin to restore the
confidence of the world in our ability
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to match reality and our dreams and
aspirations.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I
would suggest that these discussions
that we have held and are holding
weekly on the floor here are meant to
communicate with our colleagues and
with the American people. This is our
forum to do it. I think those who may
be observing our proceedings here
today need to take up, if they believe
what we have said tonight, the cause of
having Mr. Bush remove his support
from Mr. Chalabi.

I think people across the country
have to ask their representatives, as
well as communicate with the White
House. They have to ask their Rep-
resentatives and Senators, do you sup-
port this Chalabi administration and
the Iraqi Governing Council? Do you
support Mr. Chalabi being a part of this
sovereignty movement after June 30? If
you do, there have to be serious ques-
tions about your competence to be
holding office and acting on our behalf.

This is a question that needs to be
asked. Americans need not feel impo-
tent, they need not feel they are mere-
ly observers of what other people are
doing to you and doing to this country.
You can demand of your elected Rep-
resentatives and Senators, where do
you stand on this Chalabi issue?

It is not a matter of getting an indi-
vidual, I am sure we all agree. He is
representative of a failure of leader-
ship. His position in the Iraqi Gov-
erning Council is an insult to those
people who have been wounded and who
have been Kkilled during this war. It is
an insult to those of us who uphold
genuine ideas about freedom and de-
mocracy and their spread. So long as
this man is there, being the official
representative of the United States to
the Iraqi Governing Council, to that
same degree will we be disenabled from
achieving any of these goals, regardless
of how one feels about going to war in
Iraq or not.

This is what needs to be done. You
have to demand of your representa-
tives, where do you stand on this issue
of his continued presence as being offi-
cially supported by the United States
of America?

Mr. DELAHUNT. Let me reclaim my
time for a moment. I think it is impor-
tant for Americans to understand that
during the course of this week, we will
be debating a bill that is described as
the defense reauthorization bill. It is
our purpose collectively as members of
this informal group that came to being
as a result of the gentleman from
Pennsylvania’s brainstorm almost a
year ago now, this informal group is
going to make every single effort to
eliminate the funding and the author-
ity for the funding for the Iraqi Na-
tional Congress that is receiving some
$4 million a year, as the gentleman in-
dicates. For what, we do not know. For
bad information, for self-aggrandize-
ment, for certainly not the best inter-
ests of the United States.

We again, as the gentleman suggests,
recommend that anyone who is inter-
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ested in this issue, that shares our con-
cern and our belief that this is very
much a linchpin to beginning to re-
store our international respect and
support, to contact their Senators and
their Representatives to assist in this
effort, to read about, not just listen to
our comments, but to become engaged,
educate themselves as to the role of
this individual in the course of the past
several years and the consequences to
the United States simply because there
were people in this administration, so-
called neoconservatives that were
looking for a reason to go to war in
Iraq long before our national tragedy
of September 11.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. This is why it is
so important, and I want to make sure
everyone understands. We can do this.
We do have a bill coming up this week,
and if we are able to get on the agenda
on the floor, we can stop the support
for this group. It is fundamental to ad-
vancing the genuine interests of the
United States and reestablishing some
semblance of a foundation on behalf of
freedom that we stop Chalabi from
being represented on the Governing
Council, as having the support of the
United States of America.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. CARSON of Indiana (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of
personal reasons.

Mr. DEFAZIO (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of official
business in the district.

Ms. KILPATRICK (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of per-
sonal business.

Ms. WOOLSEY (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of med-
ical reasons.

Mr. BACHUS (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of travel
delay.

Mr. ENGLISH (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of travel
delay.

Mr. LEACH (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today and the balance of
the week on account of leading an offi-
cial United States delegation to Tai-
wan.

Mr. TAUZIN (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today and the balance of
the week on account of medical rea-
sons.

Mr. TIAHRT (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of official
business.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.
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