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Mr. Speaker, National Transpor-
tation Week could not have come at a
better time. I urge the administration
to allow us to proceed with a highways
and transit bill that will create good
jobs for Americans and provide re-
sources to deal with the bottlenecks,
crumbling bridges, the need for more
light rail construction, intermodal ter-
minals, trade corridors, transportation
security, and safety programs.
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I would like to thank the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and ranking
member, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR), for being some
of our Nation’s biggest advocates for
safe and efficient transportation sys-
tems. I look forward to continuing to
work with them to address our Na-
tion’s infrastructure needs. I thank the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) for leading this dis-
cussion.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, a little more indepth
history of the southern Nevada chal-
lenge in transportation, I think, today
with Transportation Week it would be
appropriated.

As you know, Nevada is one of the
fastest growing States in the Union.
We are growing at 5 to 7,000 people a
month into the southern Nevada area.
You can imagine the challenges that
we have before us as a community that
has almost doubled in the last 10 years,
literally creating communities the size
of 60 or 70,000 people every year.

Fortunately, over a decade ago,
members of the Clark County Commis-
sion, local governments across the val-
ley, decided to get together and create
what is called the Regional Transpor-
tation Commission. The Regional
Transportation Commission in concert
with five local communities in south-
ern Nevada worked together for the
betterment and improvement of the
southern Nevada area. As I mentioned,
with the massive growth, the transpor-
tation needs are extreme. Fortunately,
with the passage of this bill we will see
additional funds to help us with this
growth. And I applaud leadership and I
applaud the chairman and the ranking
member for their leadership.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
voice my support for H. Con. Res. 420, a bill
that designates May 16-22, 2004 as National
Transportation Week. Sponsored by the U.S.
Department of Transportation, and more than
30 other transportation industry organizations,
National Transportation Week is an oppor-
tunity to highlight the functions and accom-
plishments of the transportation industry.

There are nearly 4 million miles of roads in
the United States. That's enough to circle the
globe 16 times, travel round trip to the moon
8 times, or take 800 round trips between New
York and Los Angeles. Since 1982 our popu-
lation has grown almost 19 percent, the num-
ber of registered motor vehicles has increased
36 percent, and vehicle miles traveled has

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ballooned 72 percent. In spite of this growth,
we have failed to keep pace with the increas-
ing demands on highways and transit sys-
tems. Over the last 20 years we have added
less than five percent to road capacity and
even less to public transit.

Transportation is about people, and about
providing them with the opportunity to lead
safer, healthier, and more fulfilling lives. More-
over, our country’s economic strength, our
ability to improve productivity, and our capac-
ity to create jobs are all dependent—to a great
extent—on the health and vitality of our trans-
portation system and its infrastructure. In 2003
the value of imported goods and goods des-
ignated for export that were carried on our Na-
tion’s transportation system amounted to near-
ly $2 trillion—that's $1,259 billion in imports
and $724 billion in exports.

According to the Census Bureau and the
U.S. Department of Transportation forecasts,
by the year 2020: Annual vehicle miles trav-
eled in the U.S. will increase 51 percent—from
2.8 trillion in 2000 to 4.2 trillion in 2020; the
driving age population in the United States will
increase 21 percent by 2020; and truck freight
volumes will nearly double from 9 billion tons
in 2000, to almost 17 billion tons in 2020.

| am stating these statistics because | am
very concerned about the inadequate funding
of our Nation’s transportation system and this
Committee’s transportation bill. Without in-
creased investment we will suffer both socially
and economically. For every $1 billion in-
vested in Federal highway and transit spend-
ing, 47,500 jobs are created or sustained. Our
Nation’s deteriorating infrastructure and con-
gestion, along with safety and economic prob-
lems warrant our strong and immediate re-
sponse. Hopefully, during National Transpor-
tation Week, by acknowledging how heavily
we rely on our national transportation system
and the essential role in plays in our social
and economic health, we will agree on a fund-
ing figure that adequately supports our need
to keep America moving.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nevada (Mr. POR-
TER) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the concurrent resolution,
H. Con. Res. 420.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR ACTIVI-
TIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE
DEDICATION OF THE NATIONAL
WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL
Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and agree to the con-

current resolution (H. Con. Res. 423)

authorizing the use of the Capitol
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Grounds for activities associated with
the dedication of the National World
War IT Memorial.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. CoN. RES. 423
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF USE OF CAPITOL
GROUNDS FOR NATIONAL WORLD
WAR II MEMORIAL DEDICATION.

The Capitol Grounds may be used for a
public event providing additional space in
conjunction with the dedication of the Na-
tional World War II Memorial on May 29,
2004, or on such other date as the Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration of the
Senate may jointly designate.

SEC. 2. CONDITIONS.

The event to be carried out under this res-
olution shall be free of admission charge to
the public and arranged not to interfere with
the needs of Congress, under conditions to be
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol
and the Capitol Police Board.

SEC. 3. STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT.

For the purposes of this resolution, the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol is authorized to erect
on Capitol Grounds such stage, sound ampli-
fication devices, and other related structures
and equipment as may be required for the
event to be carried out under this resolution.
SEC. 4. ADDITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS.

The Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police Board are authorized to make any
such additional arrangements that may be
required to carry out the event under this
resolution.

SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS.

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for
enforcement of the restrictions contained in
section 4 of the Act of July 31, 1946 (40 U.S.C.
5104(c); 60 Stat. 718), concerning sales, adver-
tisements, displays, and solicitations on the
Capitol Grounds, as well as other restric-
tions applicable to the Capitol Grounds, with
respect to the event to be carried out under
this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. PORTER) and the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER).

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House Concurrent Reso-
lution 423, introduced by the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR), per-
mits the use of the Capitol grounds for
an overflow audience from the National
World War II Memorial dedication
ceremony.

This ceremony, which will occur at
the National World War II Memorial,
dedicates the memorial in honor of
hundreds of thousands of men and
women that gave their lives in the
cause of freedom from 1941 through
1945.

Mr. Speaker, much has been said and
written about the Greatest Generation,
about the economy and country they
built when they returned from the war.
We are honored to have a number of
those veterans serving in this body,
and I am certainly personally grateful
to have been able to work with each
and every one of them. It is important
that we as Congress do all we can to fa-
cilitate this very important ceremony,
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and this concurrent resolution will
allow more veterans to participate, al-
beit from a distance.

In my home State of Nevada, we have
one of the fastest-growing veteran pop-
ulations in the Nation with an increase
in 30 percent with the veteran popu-
lation in the 1990s. More than 18 per-
cent of the approximately 240,000 vet-
erans living in Nevada served during
World War II, and I am honored to sup-
port this resolution on their behalf.

I support this resolution and encour-
age my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER). I rise in
support of this resolution to authorize
the use of the Capitol grounds for ac-
tivities associated with the dedication
of the World War II Memorial. The
main dedication event is scheduled for
Saturday, May 29, during the Memorial
Day holiday weekend.

The resolution authorizes the use of
the Capitol grounds for public events in
conjunction with the dedication. In
1993, President Clinton signed PL 103-32
to authorize the construction of a me-
morial in Washington, D.C., to all the
members of the armed services who
served in World War II. In 1995, Presi-
dent Clinton dedicated the site on the
Mall and the proposed design was un-
veiled at the White House in 1997.

The gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
KAPTUR) is a leading advocate for the
memorial and has been its staunch
champion and sponsored this resolu-
tion.

Consistent with any event on the
Capitol grounds, this event shall be
free of charge and open to the public.
To accommodate overflow visitors and
participants, the Architect of the Cap-
itol is authorized to set up a stage and
any sound equipment that may be re-
quired for the event. Further, the Cap-
itol Hill Police shall enforce the tradi-
tional restrictions on advertising on
the Capitol grounds.

The dedication is an event long an-
ticipated by World War II veterans and
their families. I support the resolution
and urge its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I also would like to rec-
ognize my father who served in World
War II, what a great tribute to him and
his friends and all those other folks
that served our country and paid the
ultimate sacrifice, and to my uncle
who was in Pearl Harbor on December
7, 1941.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield such time
as she may consume to the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR).

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
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EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) for yielding
me this time, and I thank our dear col-
league from Nevada (Mr. PORTER) for
allowing us this time on the floor.
Also, to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HASTERT), I would like to thank
him personally and to his able assist-
ant, Ted Van Der Meid, for helping us
move this legislation. I also want to
thank the gentleman from the great
State of Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) for
making this moment a reality.

I want to say, Mr. Speaker, thank
you for the opportunity to bring to the
floor H. Con. Res. 423, which authorizes
the use of these Capitol grounds for ac-
tivities associated with the dedication
of the World War II Memorial on May
29, Memorial Day weekend, just a week
from this Saturday.

Mr. Speaker, the dedication cere-
mony for the World War II Memorial
will mark the beginning of the end of a
20-year journey. It will mark the rec-
ognition by this Nation that a grateful
Nation does remember the most unself-
ish generation America has ever
known. And when that memorial is
dedicated between the Washington
Monument, which marks the founding
of our Republic in the 18th century,
and the Lincoln Memorial, which ac-
knowledges the preservation of this
Union during the 19th century, this
memorial will represent the fulcrum of
the 20th century, that is the victory of
liberty over tyranny in a just war.

The ceremony that will occur, in-
cluding here on the Capitol grounds,
will mark the culmination of a process
that took form here in the people’s
House some 17 years ago when the
original authorizing legislation that
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) referred to
was first introduced by me. Many,
many Members were a part of making
this possible. It has taken 10 Con-
gresses and three Presidents. And I
want to place in the RECORD, if I might,
the wonderful Members of this House
who made this ceremony and this Me-
morial Day possible:

Congressman Sonny Montgomery,
Mississippi, now retired; Congressman
Bob Stump, Arizona, now passed; the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. EVANS),
currently the ranking member on the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs; Con-
gressman Henry Gonzalez of Texas,
now passed; Congressman Bill Clay of
Missouri, retired; Congressman
Esteban Torres of California, now re-
tired; Congressman John Grotberg, the
Speaker’s predecessor of the great
State of Illinois, now passed; and from
the other body, in particular, Senator
John Glenn, retired; and Senator
Strom Thurmond, now passed.

I think people tend to forget that the
World War II Memorial which opened
to the public approximately 3 weeks
ago to rave reviews was a House idea, a
House initiative, a House effort that
the House kept alive for 2 decades.

On Thursday we will have a cere-
mony here in Statuary Hall to honor
the six World War II veterans who cur-
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rently serve in our people’s House. We
will present at that time to them the
two flags that were handmade in the
Buckeye State, in the State of Ohio, as
we give them over to the Nation. And I
would like to say a special thank you
to the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
DINGELL), the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HYDE), the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. REGULA), the gentleman from New
York (Mr. HOUGHTON), the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. HALL), and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS).

The legislative history behind the
World War II Memorial is replete with
struggle and controversy and occa-
sional disappointment, but in the end a
great victory and a magnificent trib-
ute. There were stops and starts along
the way, and no one knows this better
than I; but in the end nothing could
stop this powerful idea that came from
the Heartland of America, from the
Buckeye State, from the heart of one
veteran named Roger Durbin from
Berkey, Ohio, population 265, Lucas
County; It is and idea that came from
the grassroots of America. It was so
meritorious that it eventually arrived
here in our Nation’s Capital and now
has full expression on our Mall of de-
mocracy.

As we prepare to formally dedicate
the memorial on May 29, this resolu-
tion will facilitate the use of the Cap-
itol grounds and facilities to honor the
hundreds of thousands of World War II-
generation members and their families
and their children and their grand-
children, as we dedicate that sacred
soil on the Mall between the Lincoln
Memorial and the Washington Monu-
ment.

In our district, as in other districts
around the country, plans are already
under way by many veterans organiza-
tions including the American Legion
for local celebrations to coincide with
the May 29 dedication here in our Na-
tion’s Capital. There will be satellite
uplinks from all of the celebrations
here. In our home town of Toledo,
Ohio, local organizers will hold a cere-
mony in Fifth Third Field, the city
that is home to the Toledo Mud Hens
baseball team. Plans are already under-
way. Our community will hold the
largest parade our citizenry has ever
seen.

In Vermilion, Ohio, the local funeral
director, Judy Riddle, has helped orga-
nize an event for the World War II vet-
erans in that community. And it is an
understatement to say that the funeral
directors in Ohio raised more money
than any other State to help build this
memorial. In Wellington, Ohio, a local
school teacher, Calvin Woods, has orga-
nized a group of students and parents
to visit the memorial next week. They
will be honoring local World War II
veterans on the 29th as well.

I can say this, that when Roger Dur-
bin first walked up to me 17 years
ago—God rest his soul, he passed in the
year of 2000—this was his last dying
wish that this memorial be completed.
He did not ask for himself. His state-
ment was, Congresswoman KAPTUR,
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why is there no World War II Memorial
in Washington, D.C. where I can bring
my grandchildren so they can under-
stand the causes to which my life was
dedicated?

So his desire was that our grand-
children, his grandchildren, America’s
grandchildren understand. It was rath-
er coincidental, and some would say di-
vine providence, that on the day that
the plaza opened to the general public
a few weeks ago, the very first group
through that site was from Jones Jun-
ior High School from the county of
Lucas, his home county; and that was
not planned.

In fact, when Tim Russert was down
there from NBC News, the children
were all excited that they could see
such a famous reporter. It was totally
unplanned. I know Roger Durbin’s hand
was in that because he intended to be
there for that dedication, and he al-
ways was dedicated to the future gen-
erations.

Thousands of veterans and their fam-
ilies are making their way already to
Washington, D.C. to attend this cere-
mony here on our Nation’s Mall. The
logistical challenge is daunting. And of
the hundreds of thousands of people on
the National Mall, over half of them
will be World War II veterans and their
spouses, and almost all of them will be
over 80 years of age.

We are planning a variety of events
here in our congressional offices for
that weekend. And we are very grateful
that the Speaker has permitted the
Capitol and its grounds to be open.
Along with most Members’ offices, our
office in Washington will be open to
our constituents.
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We are also working with the office
of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
STRICKLAND) to host Ohio’s veterans at
the American Legion Post 8 here on
Capitol Hill, both on Saturday evening
and Sunday morning. We are expecting
several busloads of veterans just from
northwest Ohio, and those are the ones
that we actually know about. We know
some of them, well, they are just going
to drive with their grandkids in camp-
ers and show up, and we are ready for
them.

This concurrent resolution is essen-
tially a formality. But it is the pre-
cursor to Congress rolling out the red
carpet for the greatest generation
America has ever known—our World
War II veterans and their families, and
other members of the World War II
generation who served on the home
front, their friends and family mem-
bers, and other Americans who will be
in town for the Memorial Day weekend.
It is going to be a very heart-rending
weekend. We are looking forward to it
with great anticipation.

If my colleagues have been down to
the site already, they cannot come
away with a dry eye. As veterans and
their families, some in wheelchairs,
some walking with canes, some just
there to reflect, come and touch the
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marble stone where perhaps where they
fought is engraved. I watched one man
go up, just touch the words Okinawa
and he just stood there. I met a Purple
Heart standing there on the plaza , and
he thanked me. I said, sir, I was not
even born. This is for you, thank you,
because America does remember.

I again want to deeply thank the of-
fice of the gentleman from Illinois
(Speaker HASTERT); the minority lead-
er’s office, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PELOSI); and both sides of
the aisle of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure for their
help with this concurrent resolution;
and I urge its adoption.

God bless our veterans and God bless
America. I thank the gentlewoman for
the time.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, House Con-
current Resolution 423 authorizes the use of
the Capitol Grounds for activities associated
with the dedication of the World War 1l Memo-
rial on the National Mall. I'm proud to support
this resolution and to support the dedication of
the memorial to honor the achievements and
sacrifices of our “Greatest Generation.”

In 1993, P.L. 103-32 authorized the con-
struction of a memorial on Federal land in the
District of Columbia to honor members of the
armed services who served in World War I
and to commemorate United States participa-
tion in that conflict. Further, the public law au-
thorized the American Battle Monuments
Commission to solicit and accept private con-
tributions for the memorial. The formal dedica-
tion event for the memorial is scheduled for
Saturday, May 29, 2004.

The Capitol Grounds will provide additional
space for this event, and the Architect of the
Capitol is authorized to set up on the Grounds
sound devices, related structures, and equip-
ment as may be required to bring the event to
a larger audience. Consistent with all events
on Capitol Ground, the Capitol Police will en-
force the ban on sales, advertisements, dis-
plays, and solicitations.

The dedication will be open to the public
and free of charge and is expected to draw
many hundreds of thousands of visitors and
participants to the Capitol. Use of the Capitol
Grounds will enable our veterans and the gen-
eral public to participate more fully in the day’s
activities and enjoy this much-deserved dedi-
cation.

| support the resolution and urge its adop-
tion.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I have no further
requests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Ne-
vada (Mr. PORTER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 423.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Con. Res. 420 and H. Con. Res. 423.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

There was no objection.

——
EXPANSION OF DESIGNATED RE-
NEWAL COMMUNITY AREA

BASED ON 2000 CENSUS DATA

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4193) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow for the
expansion of areas designated as re-
newal communities based on 2000 cen-
sus data and to treat certain census
tracts with low populations as low-in-
come communities for purposes of the
new markets tax credit.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4193

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXPANSION OF DESIGNATED RE-
NEWAL COMMUNITY AREA BASED
ON 2000 CENSUS DATA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1400E of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to des-
ignation of renewal communities) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘(g) EXPANSION OF DESIGNATED AREA
BASED ON 2000 CENSUS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—At the request of all gov-
ernments which nominated an area as a re-
newal community, the Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development may expand the
area of such community to include any cen-
sus tract if—

“(A)({) at the time such community was
nominated, such community would have met
the requirements of this section using 1990
census data even if such tract had been in-
cluded in such community, and

‘(i) such tract has a poverty rate using
2000 census data which exceeds the poverty
rate for such tract using 1990 census data, or

“(B)(1) such community would be described
in subparagraph (A)(i) but for the failure to
meet one or more of the requirements of
paragraphs (2)(C)(1), (3)(C), and (3)(D) of sub-
section (c¢) using 1990 census data,

‘(ii) such community, including such
tract, has a population of not more than
200,000 using either 1990 census data or 2000
census data,

‘‘(iii) such tract meets the requirement of
subsection (¢)(3)(C) using 2000 census data,
and

“(iv) such tract meets the requirement of
subparagraph (A)(ii).

‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN CENSUS TRACTS
WITH LOW POPULATION IN 1990.—In the case of
any census tract which did not have a pov-
erty rate determined by the Bureau of the
Census using 1990 census data, paragraph
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