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Through its 17 field offices in Asia,
the Asia Foundation has made its posi-
tive mark. The foundation identifies
and supports reform-minded people at
every level of society, from presidents
and parliamentarians, to grassroots
nongovernmental leaders. The founda-
tion has supported educational institu-
tions and libraries, legislatures and ju-
diciaries, civil society and the media,
all with the aim of improving the lives
and helping to meet the aspirations of
the people of Asia.

In every corner of Asia, the founda-
tion’s impact is felt through the fellow-
ships it has provided to thousands of
Asia’s leaders since its founding, the
new government and nongovernmental
institutions it has supported and the
new ideas it has fostered to meet the
challenges facing Asia today. In so
doing, the Asia Foundation represents
America at its best: a private organiza-
tion working in partnership with gov-
ernment, advancing mutual interests
of the U.S. and Asia in supporting vi-
brant democracies, open economies,
and peaceful relations.

As the United States addresses new
challenges and opportunities in U.S.-
Asian relations, we celebrate the Asia
Foundation’s history of achievement,
and look forward to its continued con-
tributions to the region in the future.e

————
IN RECOGNITION OF MARY
CONNELLY KEGELMAN, NA-

TIONAL AND DELAWARE MOTH-
ER OF THE YEAR

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Mary Connelly
Kegelman, recipient of the Delaware
Mother of the Year and the National
Mother of the Year awards. Mary has
dedicated her life to raising her 10 chil-
dren and to the thousands of school
children whose lives she has touched.

Mary was born in Massachusetts in
1930. She received her Bachelor’s degree
in chemistry from Elms College in
Massachusetts and went on to Ford-
ham University in New York for her
Master’s degree in physical chemistry.
It was during graduate school that she
met her husband, Matthew. The two
were married on October 12, 1953, in
Massachusetts in front of their loved
ones.

Shortly after graduation, Matthew
was offered a job at the DuPont Com-
pany. The newlyweds moved to Dela-
ware and have lived here for over 50

years. They have 10 children—John,
Matthew, Jerry, Joseph, Thomas,
Mary, Christine, Bernadette, James

and Daniel, and 18 grandchildren.

Mary began teaching algebra part
time at Ursuline Academy in Wil-
mington, DE in 1973. While her children
were in middle school at Immaculate
Heart of Mary, she saw a great need for
algebra education. Two of her children
were in seventh and eighth grade, and
were not being taught algebra. Mary
knew they were capable of learning it.
She talked to the school, and began
volunteering one day a week to teach
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algebra to the top students in the
class. One day turned into two days,
and soon thereafter, the school asked
her to come aboard full time to teach
and to start the advanced math pro-
gram at Immaculate Heart of Mary.
With the help and cooperation of stu-
dents, teachers, administrators and
faculty, the curriculum developed into
a top-notch program, with each of the
top 15 students in grades 6, 7 and 8 par-
ticipating.

It was after a lifetime of dedication
to her family and students that Mary
was recognized for her selfless devo-
tion. American Mothers Inc., a non-
profit group that promotes motherhood
and family, awarded Mary with the
Delaware Mother of the Year and the
National Mother of the Year honors.
The State award was presented to
Mary in April, and the national award
was announced in early May. Mary was
honored for reading favorite bedtime
stories, helping with homework and of-
fering friendship when it was needed
most. Those who know Mary describe
her as embodying the spirit of what
motherhood is supposed to be—nur-
turing, but strong.

Mary is an amazing woman. She has
been committed to her family, her stu-
dents, and her community. Even to
this day, she spends several hours a
week tutoring students who need help
in math. She has helped shape the lives
of thousands in the halls of the institu-
tions she served, and in the hearts of
those who have been lucky enough to
call her their friend. I rise today to
honor and thank Mary for her selfless
dedication to the betterment of others.
She is a remarkable woman and a tes-
tament to the community she rep-
resents.e

——————

WE THE PEOPLE: THE CITIZEN
AND THE CONSTITUTION NA-
TIONAL COMPETITION

e Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
would like to congratulate the stu-
dents from Central Academy in Des
Moines, IA, who participated in the
“We the People: The Citizen and the
Constitution” national finals in Wash-
ington, D.C. The annual competition is
the culmination of the students’ exten-
sive study of the American system of
constitutional democracy. The team
from Central Academy won the State
competition, earning the honor of rep-
resenting Iowa in the national finals on
May 1-3. T am proud to say that per-
formance of the Central Academy stu-
dents in the national finals earned
them the Regional Award for the cen-
tral states, which is given to the best
non-finalist team in each region. I offer
my sincere congratulations to these ex-
emplary students.

I had the opportunity to meet with
these students when they were in
Washington. They are a remarkable
group of politically engaged young peo-
ple and I am proud to have had them
representing Iowa during the national
competition.
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The ‘““We the People: The Citizen and
the Constitution” program, run by the
Center for Civic Education with the
help of Federal funding, provides an
outstanding curriculum that promotes
civic competence and responsibility
among elementary and secondary stu-
dents. Students take away a solid un-
derstanding of the origin of American
constitutional democracy as well as
the contemporary relevance and appli-
cation of our founding documents and
ideals. In short, the We the People pro-
gram produces better citizens.

In closing, I would like to personally
recognize the Central Academy stu-
dents who participated in this pro-
gram, Oliver Borzo, Andrew Dahm, An-
drew Eilts, Becki Gell, Andrew Greiner,
Sean Noonan, Carole Peterson, Paige
Richards, Maura Walsh, Shannon
Wenck, Emma White, Molly White,
Christopher Woods, Ru-Huey Yen, Ru-
Shyan Yen and their teacher, Michael
Schaffer. They can all be very proud of
their knowledge and accomplishments.
I would also like to recognize the ‘“We
the People” district coordinator, Ivette
Bender, and the State coordinator for
Iowa, Linda Martin, for all their work
in getting an Iowa team to the na-
tional finals.e

———

IN SUPPORT OF LES BROWNLEE,
ACTING SECRETARY OF THE
ARMY

e Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise
today to praise the Acting Secretary of
the Army, Les Brownlee, for his won-
derful leadership and great job he has
done under very difficult cir-
cumstances as the Army copes with the
stresses of heavy involvement in the
Global War on Terrorism, especially in
Afghanistan and Iraq, and as he juggles
many demands and complex priorities
as the Army continues to transform.

Acting Secretary Brownlee is indeed
a highly distinguished public servant
who has performed with great humil-
ity, energy and passion on behalf of all
our active and reserve soldiers and
their families. I was particularly im-
pressed with the article ‘““‘Army of One”’
by Katherine MclIntire Peters which
appeared in the latest edition of Gov-
ernment Executive magazine and be-
lieve that every member should take
time to read it. I ask that this article
be printed in the RECORD in its en-
tirety.

The article follows.

ARMY OF ONE

Acting Secretary Les Brownlee once again
leads troops through tumultuous times. On
Christmas Eve 2001, Undersecretary of the
Army Less Brownlee took an Air Force C-130
transport plane to Baghram Air Base in Af-
ghanistan, where about 200 soldiers were bat-
tling al Qaeda and the terrorist organiza-
tion’s Taliban sponsors. It was a dangerous
flight. To reduce their chances of drawing
enemy fire, the pilots landed at night, with
their lights extinguished. Brownlee spent the
evening and following day meeting with sol-
diers, listening to their experiences and of-
fering encouragement and praise for their
service. He had been in office less than two



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-21T12:51:46-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




