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could stay on TV. This policy of cau-
tion by CNN is not reflected in their
current coverage of the charges against
American soldiers.

Although the actions against the
Iraqi prisoners are unacceptable, they
are not part of the standard procedure
here in the United States or in the
military treatment of our prisoners.
Although al Qaeda states that their ac-
tions against Nick Berg are in retalia-
tion for the crimes taken against these
prisoners, their actions by al Qaeda in
reality are typical of al Qaeda and all
their affiliates. Their previous acts of
violence against Americans serve as a
testament to that fact, such as the at-
tacks of September 11 and the slaying
of a Wall Street Journal reporter, Dan-
iel Pearl.

Mr. Speaker, make no mistake, the
slaying of Nick Berg was about a war
against the West in general, and Amer-
ica in particular, and we should firmly
stand on our commitment to our Amer-
ican morals and values and denounce
anti-American acts. However, while we
publicly uncover crimes committed by
some members of our military against
Iraqi prisoners, we should not play into
this double standard set by various
media outlets, the European commu-
nity and the Arab community, and the
American left where America is con-
demned and the brutality, terror, and
the cold-blooded acts of murder of in-
nocent people by terrorists is left unre-
ported and without condemnation.

As these recent actions show, the ter-
rorists are not bound by any moral
conscience. America must maintain its
strength and its resolve to win this war
on terror.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHOCOLA). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. WYNN) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. WYNN addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to claim the time
of the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
WYNN).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

———

AFFIRMING DEMOCRACY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the
debate over the war in Iraq should not
be derailed by the tragedy over-
whelming the Berg family. That would
be a victory against America that al
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Qaeda is hoping for. No Republican or
Democrat should do or say anything
except that we are profoundly sorry for
their loss. The country and Congress
must remain focused on those respon-
sible for the abuses at the Abu Ghraib
prison.

The administration would have us be-
lieve that the abuses were the work of
a few rogue soldiers, but accounts from
some of those directly involved tell a
different story. Today’s Washington
Post and other media worldwide are re-
porting on interviews and testimony
given by soldiers. A private seen in the
photos told the news media she was
“‘just following orders.”” The general in
charge of the prison says she was con-
fronted by a superior and told ‘“‘my way
or the hard way.”

From the Middle East, a 16-year-old
Iraqi alleges he was subjected to a
mock execution in front of his family.

Mr. Speaker, I will include for the
RECORD several news accounts.

The military commanders and civil-
ians at the Pentagon cannot agree on
who was in charge and what policies
were approved. That is what happened
in a scandal before. History gets re-
written. Memories fade as if on cue.

From the little Congress has been
able to learn in the last few days, one
thing is clear; the story keeps chang-
ing. This has the look and the feel of a
cover-up. The tactic is a well-known
one around here: Find some scapegoats;
send out surrogates to decry every call
for a full and impartial investigation;
act and speak like scandal is no big
deal.

The American people have seen a
cover-up in the past by another Repub-
lican administration, and the Amer-
ican people refuse to accept anything
less than full disclosure and the truth.
It was true for the Nixon administra-
tion, it will be true for the Bush ad-
ministration.

We do not have time to wait for the
truth to trickle out, but we certainly
cannot show the world that the govern-
ment leaks are how America finds the
truth. These abuses will not go away,
no matter how many speeches the ma-
jority leader makes trying to divert
the attention of the American people.
These abuses will not go away until we
back our words with deeds and bring
justice to everyone involved. Privates
do not set policy, they follow orders.
This scandal goes deeper and higher
than the Congress, and the American
people have been told so far.

The Australian newspapers carry the
story ‘“‘Rumsfeld Approved Harsh Inter-
rogation.” We need to know the truth,
and that means we conduct the most
vigorous and independent investigation
ever undertaken. An investigation
must begin at the top where policies
were set and command decisions were
made. The investigation must be wid-
ened to include Afghanistan and Guan-
tanamo. People outside the reach of
the administration should conduct an
investigation.

This scandal has shaken this Nation
to its core. It is a scandal being tele-

May 12, 2004

vised around the world every hour of
every day. Virtually no one on the face
of the earth has not seen or heard
about the photographs and the atroc-
ities. Yet some of the administration
insist things are not so bad. Every time
a Republican steps up to the podium to
undertake damage control, the words
echo around the world, and the words
ring hollow.

Every attempt to act like this is no
big deal undermines leaders in both
parties who are trying to show the
world that America does understand
the meaning of justice and responsi-
bility. Like it or not, and I certainly do
not, we have to meet this head on.
Words like torture, humiliation, and
murder do apply. We have no choice
but to shine the light of free and demo-
cratic society into the darkness of the
scandal, whatever the outcome.

No one is above the law in America
and we must show the world that the
rule of law prevails in this country. It
is not enough for the administration to
say it will not happen again when the
American people do not know how it
happened in the first time. It is not
enough to speak an apology on one
hand, and then send Republicans to the
podium to act as if we were somehow
permitted an injustice now and then.

Freedom does not come easy, and
freedom does not come with excep-
tions. It is not enough to name a few
low-level soldiers and pretend we have
addressed the issue. Administration
surrogates are sent to the podium to
paint Democrats, the news media, and
anyone who dares to disagree as unpa-
triotic. The message around the world
is America will do what it damn well
pleases, anywhere in the world, illegal,
immoral; sorry, world, we are immune.
We cannot and we must not send that
message.

The administration cannot spin-doc-
tor its way out of the crisis. The world
simply will not allow it. We cannot
spin the inhumanity displayed in 1,000
pictures. No words can mitigate the
humiliation. The war in Iraq is longer
about affirming democracy in a far-off
land. Now the war in Iraq is about af-
firming democracy in the TUnited
States.

[From The Age, May 13, 2004]
RUMSFELD APPROVED ‘‘HARSH’’
INTERROGATION
(By Julian Borger)

A list of two types of interrogation tech-
niques: one is basic and for all prisoners; the
other is much tougher and requires approval.

U.S. Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
approved the use of ‘‘harsh” interrogation
techniques at Guantanamo Bay, including
stripping detainees naked, making them
hold ‘‘stress’ positions and depriving them
of sleep, a Pentagon official has confirmed.

Stephen Cambone, the under-secretary of
defence for intelligence, also said severe in-
terrogation techniques, including the use of
dogs to intimidate prisoners, had been ap-
proved by military commanders in Iraq.

But Mr. Cambone, Mr. Rumsfeld’s top in-
telligence official, insisted that all U.S. sol-
diers in Iraq were under orders to obey the
Geneva Convention. He denied that the U.S.
military leadership had helped create a cli-
mate for prison abuse.
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