May 11, 2004

Finally, let me just say later on
today we will have a vote in relation to
the FSC bill. It is a cloture vote. I urge
my colleagues to support cloture
today. This has been a long and unnec-
essarily complicated struggle. All we
have wanted from the beginning was an
opportunity to vote on a number of key
amendments. We have had the vote
now on overtime. We have had the vote
on outsourcing. We intend to have a
vote today on unemployment com-
pensation and a number of other issues
we felt were very important in the
overall context of the creation of good
jobs.

We are not finished. There will be
other amendments offered to other ve-
hicles, but, in large measure, because
we held our position on cloture, we are
now at a point where we have been able
to protect our Members and offer the
amendments we thought were most im-
portant. We will certainly work with
our Republican friends to bring the de-
bate to a close, deal with a number of
still germane amendments that have to
be addressed on FSC before we move on
to other important legislative matters,
including IDEA.

We hope to complete our work on
FSC today; if not today, certainly to-
morrow. We will then move on to other
matters.

I yield the floor.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business for up to 60 minutes, with the
first half of the time under the control
of the Democratic leader or his des-
ignee, and the second half of the time
under the control of the majority lead-
er or his designee.

The Senator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I yield
myself 15 minutes from the time allot-
ted to the Democratic side of the aisle.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator is recognized for 15 minutes.

——
COVER THE UNINSURED WEEK

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the pre-
amble to our Constitution makes it
clear what our responsibilities shall be
and puts in order that first we provide
for common defense and then promote
the general welfare. A lot has been said
on the floor of the Senate about our
common defense, what is happening in
Iraq and Afghanistan in our war on ter-
rorism. It is an issue front and center
for the American people, as it should
be.

Considering that issue alone is to ig-
nore our obvious requirement under
the Constitution to also promote the
general welfare. We need to look be-
yond the defense issue to the welfare of
American citizens and look to specific
items that concern them. This I can
tell you with some degree of certainty.

Pick any State in this Union. Allow
me or anyone to visit that State and
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meet with businesses large and small,
and families, and ask them what they
are worried about, what do they sit and
talk about, what are the issues that
give them caution about the future.

What I have found in Illinois, which
is a fairly typical State, being rural
and urban south and north and mid-
western, as well as showing signs of big
city with our city of Chicago, when I
have visited with these businesses for
the is that last several years—small
and large businesses alike—their con-
cern is the cost of health insurance.
Over and over they say to me: Senator,
we are glad you are out there. We are
glad you are serving in the Senate.
When are you going to start talking
about issues that really count for us
when it comes to our business and its
costs?

This year we are going to make cer-
tain that we at least raise this issue in
debate on the Senate floor, even if we
will not raise a single bill to be consid-
ered in the Senate to deal with this
issue and grapple with it.

This is ““Cover the Uninsured Week”
across the United States. An impres-
sive coalition of individuals and groups
have come forward. Former President
Jimmy Carter, former President Gerald
Ford, the AFL-CIO, the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, AARP, United Way, the
Catholic Health Association, and the
American Medical Association have all
come forward this week and said: Do
not overlook the obvious. Too many
people in America do not have health
insurance.

Mr. President, 44 million people in
our country, 15.2 percent of our popu-
lation, were uninsured in the year
2000—that was up from 14.6 percent the
yvear before—the largest single-year in-
crease in both number and rate of unin-
sured people in a decade.

When one wants to measure the
strength of the economy and whether
we are recovering, it is not enough to
say a person has a job. Clearly the ob-
vious question has to be asked: Does
the job pay a decent wage? Is there any
health insurance coverage involved in
it?

We are finding the raw statistics of
employment do not tell the whole
story. Keep this in mind: More than 20
million working adults lacked health
insurance in the year 2002 and the num-
ber is growing. These are not lazy peo-
ple, stretched out on the couch watch-
ing soap operas and eating chocolate-
covered cherries. These are people get-
ting up every morning, getting the kids
off to school, getting a little bit of
lunch together, heading off to work,
knowing full well if they start feeling
bad, if they need to go to a doctor or a
hospital, they have to pay for the
whole thing out of their own pocket.

There are 20 million Americans with-
out health insurance. Part of the rea-
son is, of course, the cost of health in-
surance is outpacing inflation and
workers’ earnings. So if one is earning
more money, it is not enough because
the cost of health insurance is going up
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dramatically. Look at these charts,
which show from 1996 a 14-percent in-
crease in the cost of health insurance.
I think that shows what we are faced
with. Look on this chart at wages,
which linger around 2 or 3 percent.

The cost of health insurance goes up
dramatically. Premiums have outpaced
inflation by 4%2 times. For the last 6
years, health insurance premiums have
increased more than wages. If we go to
virtually any city in America and ask
why workers are on strike, why they
are involved in a long contract dispute,
we will find the underlying cause is the
cost of health insurance.

Over and over again, I cannot tell my
colleagues how many times not only
business owners but members of labor
unions have said to me: It is breaking
our back. We have a dollar more an
hour for the next year and every darn
penny of it is going to health insurance
and we have less coverage.

This is the reality of what businesses
and workers face across America, but
it is not the reality of what we debate
on the Senate floor.

I have had the honor to serve in this
Chamber for almost 8 years and in that
period of time there has been no—un-
derline no—serious discussion of this
issue. In that period of time since 1996,
up go the costs of health insurance pre-
miums, down goes the conversation on
the Senate floor and in Congress about
what we can do about it as a nation.

Since President Bush took office, the
number of uninsured Americans has
risen by almost 4 million people from
39.8 million in the year 2000 to 43.6 mil-
lion in 2002, almost a 10-percent in-
crease. Look at the average premiums,
from $2,426 on an annual basis to $3,060
in the year 2002; a 26-percent increase
in the health insurance premiums, and
almost 10-percent increase in the num-
ber of people.

In his State of the Union Address,
President Bush called for high quality,
affordable health care for all Ameri-
cans and argued we must work toward
a system in which all Americans have
a good insurance policy. Take a look at
his budget. Rhetoric in a State of the
Union Address is almost meaningless if
the President’s budget does not address
it. Frankly, this budget does not. The
President calls for a tax credit proposal
but says before we can enact it we have
to offset it with cuts in other areas.

I will tell my colleagues how impos-
sible that is. As our defense budget
goes up dramatically at historically
high levels, as spending for homeland
security goes up in our war on terror,
as the national increase in costs for So-
cial Security and Medicare goes up, the
amount of money left over for every-
thing else in our Government, edu-
cation, health care, infrastructure, cor-
rections, all of those things have been
shrinking.

We face the largest deficit in the his-
tory of the United States of America
under this administration, which has



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-21T13:13:52-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




