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going to drop it to 10 percent. You have
no control over that.

So it is a question of do you want to
choose among 50 cards, the way that
President Bush and his big contribu-
tors in the drug industry, the insurance
industry and the insurance discount
card industry want, or would you rath-
er have one Medicare card, where the
government has negotiated a good dis-
count? That is the way Canada does it,
and that is why my constituents in
northeast Ohio, why they drive to Can-
ada. Canadian drugs are 30 percent, 40
percent, 50 percent cheaper, same
drugs, same dosage, same manufac-
turer. So you got one card, or you got
a choice of 50 cards.

Now, there is one other part of this
bill, Mr. Speaker, that is really pretty
incredible. As | mentioned, in this bill
we give, taxpayers give, out of our
pockets, reach into our pockets, $46 bil-
lion direct subsidy from taxpayers to
insurance companies.

Think about what we could do, in-
stead of that $46 billion going to the in-
surance industry, with their huge exec-
utive bonuses and stock options and
marketing costs and all that, instead
of $46 billion going to the insurance in-
dustry, if that money went to Medicare
beneficiaries for their drug costs, that
would be almost $1,200 for every one of
the 39.5 million Medicare beneficiaries.
So we are giving $46 billion directly to
the insurance industry instead of tak-
ing care of our seniors.

Again, the question is, why would
this possibly happen? How could Con-
gress be this stupid, how could Con-
gress be this greedy, how could Con-
gress be this out of touch, to choose
this, over this? It has got a whole lot to
do with how much campaign contribu-
tions George Bush has gotten and how
much campaign contributions my
friends on the other side of the aisle
have gotten from the drug industry and
the insurance industry.

———

REMARKS ABOUT IRAQ WAR
BEING UNWINNABLE ARE AP-
PALLING AND INEXCUSABLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FOLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, | do take
some exception, and | am here to speak
on another subject, but as the author
of the discount card, | find it very prac-
tical, very reasonable, and very mean-
ingful for seniors in my district, the
fifth largest Medicare-eligible popu-
lation in America. We will get on that
at another time.

Why | am here today is obviously
having read the Roll Call this morning
and seen the headlines, | am furious by
the remarks that were attributed to
one of my colleagues that said the war
in lIrag is unwinnable. “Unwinnable”
was the comment made.

What is more mind-boggling is the
remarks are attributed to someone who
has served this Nation as a veteran
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during the Vietnam War conflict, and
we respect him immensely for his serv-
ice to this country.

There are some, though, in this proc-
ess who have recently spoken in the
national media comparing this conflict
to Vietnam. | find the comparison ab-
surd. It is also deliberately partisan
rhetoric.

But if there is one lesson we should
have learned from Vietnam that should
carry over here in this Chamber today,
it is that disparaging what our soldiers
are doing in lIraq is tantamount to giv-
ing comfort to the terrorists and com-
fort to the enemy.

Saying this conflict is unwinnable
will make no difference one way or the
other to what we do in Iraq, but it has
a devastating effect on American men
and women who are in lraq now doing
what we in this Congress have asked
them to do. Congress voted on a resolu-
tion to go into Iraq. We are there. We
have sent more troops there to bring
peace and democracy to lIraq. We are
not risking our lives as Members of
Congress; they are, as will the thou-
sands of other Americans who may fol-
low to bring liberty to Iraq.

Whether anyone here agrees or dis-
agrees with the reasons we went to Iraq
in the first place, the simple fact is
that we are there now and we have to
accomplish the goals that free lIraqis
are asking of us.

We are fighting terrorism at its door-
step. If someone disagrees with that, so
be it. But no one should ever forget
that what they say has a direct impact
on the men and women who are in Iraq
at our behest.

To tell them they are over there risk-
ing their life and limb for something
unwinnable is just unbelievable. On a
very basic level, it is like a coach tell-
ing his team of Little Leaguers that
they do not have a chance of winning
the game, but go out there and play
anyway. Let us waste some time.

I know that is a poor analogy, be-
cause we are not talking about Little
League. This is the big league. This is
life and death. This is America’s finest
young men and women serving this
country.

For that reason alone, | find it stun-
ning that anyone in this body could say
something that will have absolutely no
effect, other than to undercut the mo-
rale of our troops in lIrag and cheer on
the terrorists.

I went to a funeral in my district of
a young man who was Killed in Iraq 2
weeks before he was to return home
and marry his high school sweetheart.
It was a very, very tearful day for ev-
eryone in the room.

When | approached his parents, | felt
remorse, obviously, because | had voted
to send their child to that place. They
did not look at me with bitterness.
They were proud of their son. They
were proud he died doing what he want-
ed to do since he was a little boy, and
that was defend the flag that flies over
this building.

I did not sacrifice anything in lIraq,
but these people did. They knew that
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the cause that their son perished under
was just and was noble and was right.
For him and all the others who have
perished in this conflict, these kinds of
words of ““‘unwinnable’ are simply po-
litical rhetoric designed to influence
the outcome of this next election.

But | urge all of my colleagues,
Democrats and Republicans and citi-
zens alike, while there are people in
harm’s way from this country in that
nation and everywhere on the globe, we
respect that, and let us not make their
burden more difficult by giving the
enemy even an inkling that they may
be winning. That succeeded in Spain
during this recent election by bombing
a train and Kkilling people.

Those that say that they were at-
tacked simply because the Spanish
were in lraq have not looked at the en-
tirety of what is happening. Jordanians
are being attacked, if you will. There
were plans to attack their intelligence
service. Saudi Arabia was the target
last week of a terrorist attack. These
things are happening because of terror-
ists, not because of Irag, but because
they want to undo the way of life that
we respect.

So | take umbrage with the com-
ments that this is unwinnable, and I
ask us all to join in salute for our
strong, brave men and women in the
field.

——————

IRAQ WAR ACCOUNTABILITY AND
LACK OF OVERSIGHT IN THE
HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | lis-
tened to my colleague who previously
spoke, and | really do not understand
why he says what he says. There is no
reason why any Member of this House
of Representatives should not speak
the truth. The Iraq war is unwinnable,
it has been a total failure, and if we
recognize that fact, then we will not
continue to make the same mistakes.

Now, that is not to suggest that
there is not an exit strategy or a way
of leaving Iraq that will not accom-
plish some goals and that will not per-
haps make the situation for the Iraqis
better. But for us to sit around here
and suggest that somehow the conduct
of this war by the President or the Vice
President or the Secretary of Defense
is helping the cause is simply not true,
and we have to speak out and say that.

Since the very beginning, with its re-
fusal to truly internationalize the war,
the Bush administration has shown
nothing but arrogance towards anyone
outside its inner-circle, whether that
be Congress or the international com-
munity; and, unfortunately, the admin-
istration is now paying the price and
our U.S. troops in Irag are paying with
their lives.

There seems to be a sense from Re-
publicans here in Congress that anyone
who questions the actions of the Bush
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administration is not supporting our
troops. But, Mr. Speaker, when are
congressional Republicans going to re-
alize that President Bush and Vice
President CHENEY and Secretary Rums-
feld simply cannot conduct this war,
they do not know how?

How many more months should we
sit by silently enduring the kind of
month that we had in April? How many
more months can we ignore the fact
that the minuscule amount of inter-
national support we once had in Iraq
continues to shrink? How many more
months are we supposed to sit by si-
lently and not question the Bush ad-
ministration on why it did not develop
a post-Saddam plan before going to
war?

It is time that someone is held ac-
countable in this administration, and
it is time for the Secretary of Defense,
Donald Rumsfeld, to resign.

Mr. Speaker, on the issue of Iraqg, Re-
publicans here in the House of Rep-
resentatives stand by obediently, wrap-
ping themselves in the American flag,
but refusing to ever question any ac-
tion taken by the Bush administration.
Now with the unveiling of these deplor-
able pictures of abuse from lIraq, House
Republicans once again obediently fol-
lowed their leader, President Bush.

Today, House Democrats called on
this House to oversee the Bush admin-
istration and investigate these awful
abuses. In the other Chamber, Sec-
retary Rumsfeld is scheduled to testify
tomorrow on his role in the abuses
committed by a few American interro-
gators. | would imagine my colleagues
over in the other Chamber will ask
Secretary Rumsfeld why he never men-
tioned these pictures during a visit to
Capitol Hill last week, hours before
they would appear on the CBS News
Magazine.

I would imagine my colleagues over
in the other Chamber will ask Sec-
retary Rumsfeld why he never bothered
to read the Taguba report, even though
it had been on his desk for more than
a month before these outrageous in-
stances of abuse finally came to light
on CBS news.

Mr. Speaker, these are valid ques-
tions; and they should not only be
asked in the U.S. Senate. It is time
congressional House Republicans take
their oversight responsibilities seri-
ously and call on Secretary Rumsfeld
to come over here to the House and an-
swer these questions.

Earlier this week, when the Repub-
lican majority leader, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. DELAY), was asked
whether or not he called for an inves-
tigation into the abuse of prisoners in
Iraq, the gentleman responded, ‘A full-
fledged investigation, that is like say-
ing we need hearings on every case of
police brutality, and | do not think
they are warranted.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, for the majority
leader to minimize the abuses com-
mitted in Iraq does nothing to help our
troops in Irag. The Congress must show
the Arab world that it takes this issue
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seriously, so we can save the lives of
American troops in the future.

Mr. Speaker, if we truly want to sup-
port our troops in combat, the U.S.
House of Representatives must oversee
actions of the Bush administration.
Failing that, in my opinion, we are
failing our troops.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. HOEKSTRA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HOEKSTRA addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING THE GREATEST
GENERATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row, | have a special honor. | get to
present the World War Il medals that
my uncle earned in the war to him. He
is what Tom Brokaw has called part of
the Greatest Generation. In fact, last
week we opened the World War 11 Me-
morial, with a formal ceremony com-
ing Memorial Day weekend.

Since we are in a challenging world
environment, many people are saying
today that we are seeing the next
Greatest Generation.
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The services are reporting that they
are meeting their recruiting goals.
Imagine that. In an environment where
we are at war, soldiers are dying, re-
cruitment levels are being met. Truly,
we are seeing a revival of patriotism
and, very possibly, another ‘“‘greatest
generation.”

However, that is not without cost,
and today | am here to mention five in-
dividuals from my district who have
lost their lives in service to their coun-
try, not all in Iraq, as we will come to
see.

Each of these people gave their lives
in pursuit of freedom and democracy.
They should be recognized for their
sacrifices.

Corporal Foster Jostes was a 21-year-
old from Albion, Illinois who served as
an Army Corporal in the 1st Battalion,
1st Cavalry Division from Fort Hood,
Texas. He was a 2000 graduate of Ed-
wards County High School, after which
he joined the National Guard at age 17.
He had only been in lIraq for about a
week when military personnel say his
Humvee was hit by a rocket-propelled
grenade, Killing Jostes and the driver,
in a suburb of Baghdad.

Lance Corporal Torrey Stoffel-Gray
was a 19-year-old Marine from Patoka,
Ilinois. Patoka is a rural town in my
district with around 630 people. At 16,
Lance Corporal Stoffel-Gray left Pato-
ka to enter Lincoln Challenge, a mili-
tary-style alternative school at
Rantoul, Illinois. Many friends and
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family say that Lincoln Challenge
changed his life and helped him find his
way. This young man was recently
Kkilled in action in Irag when his con-
voy was struck by a rocket-propelled
grenade and gunfire in the Al Anbar
Province.

Gary Weston was a 52-year-old from
Vienna, lllinois. He was employed by
DynCorp International, serving with
the United Nations as international po-
lice officers. He and other officers were
fired upon by a Jordanian police officer
for unknown reasons. Two fellow work-
ers were killed in the resulting fire
fight. Gary was flown to a hospital
after receiving several gunshot wounds.
He later died from complications from
the gunshot wounds. His wife Nina
Weston was there by her husband’s
side.

Kim Bigley was a 47-year-old who
lived most of her life in southern and
Southwestern lllinois. She was an em-
ployee of DynCorp International, which
was serving with the United Nations as
an international police officer and was
a former warden at the Shawnee Cor-
rectional Center. She had just com-
pleted her first day of job orientation
when she was killed. Along with Mr.
Weston, Kim was fired upon by a Jor-
danian police officer for unknown rea-
sons and was killed as a result of the
fire fight.

Captain John Tipton was a 32-year-
old who grew up in Granite City, Illi-
nois. He died recently in an explosion
during combat in the Al Anbar Prov-
ince in Iraq. The province, west of
Baghdad, and is one of the most hostile
regions in lIraq. He was stationed at
Fort Riley, Kansas with his wife, Susie
Tipton of Collinsville and their two
children: Austin, 4 and Kaitlyn, 2. He
was commander of Headquarters Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, 1lst
Brigade, 1st Infantry Division out of
Fort Riley, Kansas.

| cannot say enough about these men
and women who are putting their lives
on the line every day in the hopes of
making a difference in far-away lands.
They made the ultimate sacrifice and
should never be taken for granted. My
thoughts and prayers go out to all of
the troops, their families and their
loved ones.

Truly, we are seeing the next ‘“‘great-
est generation.”” May God bless our
troops and may God bless America.

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CoOLE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY) is recognized for
5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent to take the
time of the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY).
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