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The Court: Do you tell them you are going
to collapse the skull?

The Witness: No.

The Court: The mother?

The Witness: No.

The Court: Do you tell them whether or
not that hurts the fetus?

The Witness: I have never talked to a fetus
about whether or not they experience pain.

The Court: I didn’t say that, Doctor. Do
you tell the mother whether or not it hurts
the fetus?

The Witness: I don’t believe the fetus does
feel pain at the gestational ages that we do,
but I have no evidence to say one way or the
other so I can’t answer that question.

Yet even this week, Dr. Kanwaljeet
Anand, a pediatrician at the University
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and a
witness in the Nebraska case, testified
that the procedure would cause ‘‘severe
and excruciating’’ pain to the fetus. He
said, “What we have noted from studies
of premature infants is that they have
a much lower threshold for pain, mean-
ing they are more sensitive to pain
than the full term infant. In fact, some
types of pain are three times greater
sensitivity in the pre-term baby as
compared to the full term neonate.’” He
went on to say, ‘I would say between
20 and 30 weeks of gestation is the
greatest sensitivity to pain.” ‘The
threshold for pain is very low. The
fetus is very likely extremely sensitive
to pain during the gestation of 20 to 30
weeks. And so the procedures associ-
ated with the partial-birth abortion
that I just described would be likely to
cause severe pain, right from the time
the fetus is being manipulated and
being handled to the time that the in-
cision is made, and the brain or the
contents, intracranial contents, are
sucked out.”

Another aspect of the current court
challenges to this law centers around
whether partial birth abortions are
ever medically necessary. Those argu-
ing against the law have expressed
their opinion that the procedure is a
medical necessity. The Department of
Justice is defending the law by sup-
porting the extensive congressional
findings included in the Partial Birth
Abortion Ban Act that indicate that
partial birth abortions are never medi-
cally necessary. For this reason the
Department of Justice has sought the
release of abortion records in order to
demonstrate that partial birth abor-
tions are never medically necessary. In
order to ensure patient privacy, any
personal information on these records
which could identify a patient would be
deleted prior to being submitted for re-
view. Since those arguing against this
law have done so claiming the ‘‘med-
ical necessity of this procedure,” it
seems reasonable that they be required
to show evidence which backs up their
claims.

Those testifying in opposition of ban-
ning the use of this inhumane proce-
dure have continued to state its med-
ical necessity. However, under ques-
tioning from Department of Justice at-
torneys and Judge Casey in New York,
these abortionists have conceded that
there are no studies which show this
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procedure to be less risky for the moth-
er than other types of late-term abor-
tions. They have also not been able to
deliver any records showing its medical
necessity, though this claim is at the
core of their case. Some witnesses have
indicated that this information would
be found in the patient’s medical
chart—the ones which they have re-
fused to release.

On April 6, Judge Casey in New York
had this to say on April 6 regarding
these medical records:

I have no comprehension why there is such
resistance from doctors maintaining as they
argue as to the appropriateness, the safety,
etc., of these procedures, why the records, in
this case that book, should not be opened for
examination. To not have it turned over to
the government continues not in a fashion of
a level playing field and I don’t think was
what was envisioned as to how we should ad-
minister trials of this nature or any trials in
this court.

I would hope that the hospital would
rethink their position. I would also urge any
of the plaintiffs, if they have any records
that are personal to them, that they don’t
wait until, shall we say, by accident or what-
ever means they are uncovered or stumbled
upon; that they produce them, as well they
should know through their counsel that our
system believes in full discovery and disclo-
sure, and concealing facts or things in this
context in our courts, in federal court, is not
something that is encouraged, just as the
Court has expressed a strong feeling that
lawyers should be open and completely can-
did in their statements to the Court.

I came to the floor today about this
because I want my colleagues to be
aware of these cases as they go for-
ward, and especially to point out exam-
ples of some of the blatant disrespect
being shown for the lives of these par-
tially-born children and their mothers.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MEN

AND WOMEN’S NCAA BASKET-
BALL CHAMPIONS UNIVERSITY
OF CONNECTICUT HUSKIES

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President. I
come to the floor today to congratu-
late the University of Connecticut
Huskies’ Men and Women’s basketball
teams on their double national cham-
pionship. This is the first time any
school has accomplished this incredible
feat. With this achievement, coaches
Jim Calhoun and Geno Auriemma have
solidified their place at the peak of col-
lege basketball’s coaching mountain.

On Monday night, the men, lead by
terrific performances by Emeka Okafor
and Ben Gordon, defeated the Georgia
Tech Yellow Jackets 82-73. This vic-
tory gave the men’s program its second
national title. On Tuesday, the women,
on the strength of a brilliant 17-point
effort by Diana Taurasi, completed the
Huskies’ double dip, knocking off the
Tennessee Lady Vols by the score of 70—
61 to capture their third straight na-
tional championship and the fifth in
the school’s history.

These victories were captured with
great teamwork, which was fortified by
outstanding leadership. Not just from
the two legendary coaches, but from
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the players themselves. On the men’s
side, Emeka Okafor, whose dominating
second half in the semi-finals against
Duke is the stuff of which legends are
made. That performance, followed by
his brilliant 24 point 15 rebound effort
in the championship game earned him
Most Outstanding Player in the Final
Four honors, and will most likely
make him the top pick in this sum-
mer’s NBA draft. On the women’s side
was Diana Taurasi. Diana’s greatness
speaks for itself. She lead the Huskies
to three straight national titles, com-
piled a career NCAA tournament
record of 22-1, and was named Most
Outstanding Player in the Final Four
the past two seasons.

This year started out with the great-
est of expectations for both teams.
They were both picked as pre-season
No. 1 teams, but as the season wore on,
each had their share of adversity.
Coach Calhoun and Coach Auriemma
saw their teams suffer tough losses and
key injuries. Each team’s best player
would battle through nagging injuries
that made many people question
whether they had what it took to reach
their championship aspirations. What
is truly remarkable is that neither
team ever doubted themselves. As the
calendar turned to March, both teams
battled through the adversity, and
began the long steady journey toward
greatness. After all the ups and downs
of a long season, our UCONN HusKkies
finished the season where they start-
ed—on top of the college basketball
world.

Mr. President, today is a day of great
pride for Connecticut. We are proud of
Jim Calhoun, Geno Auriemma, and
their terrific players. We thank them
for their brilliance. We thank them for
giving us such tremendous joy in
watching them play. At a time when
there are so many things that divide us
and have us concerned, it is so impor-
tant to have something that unites us,
lifts our spirits, and gives us a sense of
pride. Thanks to the Huskies’ unprece-
dented accomplishment, today we can
truly say Connecticut is the College
Basketball Capital of America.

———
MINNESOTA ATHLETICS

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, it has
been a great winter when it comes to
Minnesota athletics. Last week I had
the privilege to congratulate and rec-
ognize the achievements of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Twin-Cities women’s
hockey and basketball teams. Today, I
switch schools and genders to recognize
and congratulate head coach Scott
Sandelin and the University of Min-
nesota-Duluth Men’s ice hockey team
for their appearance in the NCAA Fro-
zen Four. The Bulldogs will be making
their third NCAA Frozen Four appear-
ance tomorrow, having previously ap-
peared in 1984 and 1985.

The team and many of its fans are in
Boston today, gearing up for the fast
pace and the emotion that comes with
playing in the Frozen Four on national
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