March 30, 2004

Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, March 30, at 10
a.m.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the Energy Em-
ployees Occupational Illness Com-
pensation Program Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, | ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Finance be authorized to meet in open
Executive Session during the session
on Tuesday, March 30, 2004, to consider
favorably reporting the nomination of
Donald Korb, to be Chief Counsel for
the Internal Revenue Service and an
Assistant General Counsel in the De-
partment of the Treasury.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, | ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, March 30, 2004, at 10 a.m.
to hold a hearing on nominations.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, | ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Indian Affairs be authorized to meet on
Tuesday, March 30, 2004, at 9 a.m., in
room 485 of the Russell Senate Office
building to conduct an oversight hear-
ing on the Inter-Tribal Timber Coun-
cil’s Indian Forest Management Assess-
ment Team Report. Immediately fol-
lowing the close of that hearing, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing
on S. 868, a bill to amend the Coos,
Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Restora-
tion Amendments Act of 2003.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, | ask unani-
mous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 30, 2004, at 2:30 p.m., to hold
a closed hearing on intelligence mat-
ters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, | ask unani-
mous consent that the Subcommittee
on Airland of the Committee on Armed
Services be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on March 30,
2004, at 2 p.m., in open session to re-
ceive testimony on Army aviation pro-
grams, in review of the Defense author-
ization request for fiscal year 2005 and
the future years Defense program.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AVIATION

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, | ask unani-

mous consent that the Aviation Sub-
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committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Tuesday, March 30, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.
for a closed hearing on Aviation Secu-
rity, in SR-253.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT,

THE BUDGET, AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, | ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Governmental Affairs’ Subcommittee
on Financial Management, the Budget,
and International Security be author-
ized to meet on Tuesday, March 30,
2004, at 2:30 p.m., for a hearing entitled,
“The Federal Government’s Role In
Empowering Americans To Make In-
formed Financial Decisions.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, | ask unani-
mous consent that the Subcommittee
on National Parks of the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, March 30, 2004,
at 2:30 p.m.

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
duct oversight on National Heritage
Areas, including findings and rec-
ommendations of the General Account-
ing Office, the definition of a National
Heritage Area, the definition of Na-
tional Significance as it relates to na-
tional heritage areas, recommenda-
tions for establishing national heritage
areas as units of the national park sys-
tem, recommendations for prioritizing
proposed studies and designations, and
options for developing a national herit-
age area program within the National
Park Service.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

COAST GUARD AND MARITIME
TRANSPORTATION ACT OF 2003

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, on
behalf of the leader, | ask unanimous
consent that the Commerce Committee
be discharged from further consider-
ation of H.R. 2443 and the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2443) to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal year 2004,
to amend various laws administered by the
Coast Guard, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, 1 am
pleased that the Senate has favorably
considered the Coast Guard Authoriza-
tion Act of 2003, and will pass by unani-
mous consent the Senate manager’s
amendment to H.R. 2443. We look for-
ward to working with the House to
quickly reach agreement on a final bill
for passage in both houses.

Senator HOLLINGS and | have agreed
to work with the House through a bal-
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anced, bipartisan conference com-
mittee. The Senate members would in-
clude five majority and four minority
members of the Commerce, Science,
and Transportation Committee. We
plan to work together in a bipartisan
manner to support the provisions of
the Senate bill, while working with the
House conference members to reach a
final bill acceptable to all conferees.
We will also include one majority and
one minority member of the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee to
work with us on provisions in the bill
that amend the Oil Pollution Act of
1990.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, | am
likewise pleased that the Senate will
pass this important authorization bill
for the Coast Guard. | look forward to
working with Senator McCAIN and the
other members of the conference com-
mittee to reach a final consensus bill
that we can adopt in both houses.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the
McCain amendment at the desk be
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be read
for a third time and passed, the title
amendment be agreed to, and the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2954) was agreed
to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘““Text of Amendments.’”)

The amendment (No. 2955) was agreed
to, as follows:

Amend the title so as to read A Bill To au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal years 2004
and 2005 for the United States Coast Guard,
and for other purposes.

The bill (H.R. 2443) was read the third
time and passed.

Mr. ALEXANDER. | further ask that
the Senate insist upon its amendments,
request a conference with the House on
the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses, and that the Chair be author-
ized to appoint conferees at a ratio of
5-4 on the Commerce Committee and 1-
1 on the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Presiding officer (Mr. TALENT)
APPOINTED MR. MCCAIN, Mr. STEVENS,
Mr. LOTT, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Ms. SNOWE,
Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. BREAUX,
and Mr. WYDEN; from the Committee
on Environment and Public Works, Mr.
INHOFE and Mr. JEFFORDS, conferees on
the part of the Senate.

———
APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Democratic
leader, pursuant to Public Law 108-199,
appoints the following individual to
serve as a member of the Helping to
Enhance the Livelihood of People
(HELP) Around the Globe Commission:
Eric G. Postel of Wisconsin.

The Chair, on behalf of the majority
leader, pursuant to Public Law 108-199,
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