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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CHOCOLA).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 30, 2004.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CHRIS
CHOCOLA to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of March
29, 2004, the Chair will now recognize
Members from lists submitted by the
majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 25 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes each, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 9:50
a.m.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. BROwWN) for 5 minutes.

——
CRANE-RANGEL PROVIDES INCEN-
TIVES TO KEEP MANUFAC-

TURING IN U.S.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
last week, Vice President CHENEY was
in Dayton, Ohio, to try to argue for the
President’s economic budget plan, to
try to justify the economic devastation
that his administration’s policies have
wreaked on the American people. In
Ohio alone, one out of six manufac-
turing jobs has simply disappeared
since President Bush took office;

300,000 jobs have been lost in my home
State of Ohio. That is 2,000 jobs a week
have vanished; that is 260 jobs every
single day in Ohio, jobs that have been
lost every single day of the Bush ad-
ministration.

Now, | wish that Vice President CHE-
NEY had been with me earlier this
month. | was speaking to the Akron
machine shop owners and operators;
and before | spoke to this group, about
60 men and women who own small tool
and die, fabricating machine shops,
companies of 5 to 200 employees, a gen-
tleman walked forward and handed me
this stack of leaflets, pamphlets, and
flyers. 1 did not initially know what
they were. He explained, these are auc-
tions, going-out-of-business, fire-sale
equipment sales at plants all over the
United States. For instance, auction,
family facility closed, Medina, Ohio.
Absolute auction, Cuyehoga Falls, no
minimums, no reserves, high dollar
buys regardless of price. Another going
out, complete shop closeout auction,
Marion, Ohio. High-tech manufacturing
plant closing, Chicago, lllinois. Large
capacity fabricating machine shop
closing, Hingham, Massachusetts. Two
complete stamping machine tool shops
going out of business, 2-day auction,
Northbrook, Illinois. Precision CNC
Job Shop, Scottsboro, Alabama.

The problem is, Mr. Speaker, | do not
think President Bush and Vice Presi-
dent CHENEY, | just do not think they
see this. | think that the people who
run our government seem so out of
touch with what is happening to manu-
facturing in this country, what is hap-
pening to employment in this country,
what is happening to our economy.
Every time they hear bad economic
news, they have two answers. One is
tax cuts for the most privileged in soci-
ety with the hope that some of it will
trickle down to the rest of society, and
the other answer is trade agreements,
more North American free trade agree-
ments, NAFTA-like trade agreements

that continue to ship jobs overseas,
that continue to hemorrhage manufac-
turing jobs in this country.

From the President and Vice Presi-
dent, that is always the response. It is
tax cuts, trickle down economics, tax
cuts for the most privileged, and trade
agreements that ship jobs overseas.
But now there seems to be a third an-
swer that some Republican legislative
leaders have brought forth.

I would cite from CNN. Paula Zahn
asked the question of one Republican
leader, saying, Why have 2.5 million
jobs been lost during the Bush adminis-
tration; and this Republican leader
said, Well, Paula, in this 2lst-century
economy, jobs that are not reflected in
the establishment payroll survey take
on different forms. Then he went on to
say, this is a leader in the Republican
Party in the House, There are 430,000
Americans who make their full-time
living selling on eBay.

That is not in any way reflected in
the numbers.

So the Bush administration’s answer
has been tax cuts for the most privi-
leged and trickle down economics,
trade agreements, and now | guess they
are saying that jobs on eBay are mak-
ing a difference. I do not think those
jobs are paying health care benefits. |
do not think those jobs are the kind of
jobs that we want to build our econ-
omy on.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, the
leaders in this government are so out
of touch with economic reality in this
country, instead of tax cuts for the
most privileged and trickle down eco-
nomics, instead of trade agreements
that ship jobs overseas, instead of rely-
ing on eBay as an engine of economic
growth, this Congress needs to pass the
bipartisan Crane-Rangel bill. It re-
wards those companies with tax incen-
tives who manufacture in the United
States and, at the same time that, in
essence, penalizes those companies
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