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but his other medals were unfortu-
nately delayed for over three decades.
However, last Saturday Mr. Brewer fi-
nally received the medals that he had
earned. He was awarded with the
Bronze Star, another Purple Heart, the
Vietnam Service medal, the National
Defense Service medal, the Good Con-
duct medal, the Republic of Vietnam
Campaign medal, the Vietnam Cross of
Gallantry, and the Combat Infantry-
man’s Badge.

As one of the U.S. Senators from
Kentucky, | know that Mr. Jerry Brew-
er served as a fine example of what it
means to be true patriot and an Amer-
ican of the highest caliber. We must re-
member that the American way of life
has been made possible by the bravery
of men and women like Mr. Brewer.
When freedom has been challenged,
many like him have answered the call
to arms. We must never forget that.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

NATIONAL EYE DONOR MONTH

® Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, | rise
today to bring to the attention of my
colleagues and all of our constituents
across the Nation that March is Na-
tional Eye Donor Month. The first eye
bank opened in 1944 and since then,
over half a million Americans have re-
ceived the gift of sight. Now, Ameri-
cans throughout the country have the
power to help restore sight to thou-
sands of people in need. Mrs. Jeanne
Bross, 65, can return to college in
South Carolina with restored sight
after receiving a corneal transplant in
a Birmingham, AL hospital. This amaz-
ing turn in her life would not have been
easy without someone giving the pre-
cious gift of sight.

The purpose of Eye Donor Month is
to educate each and every American
family to the opportunity to give the
gift of sight and to make a terrific dif-
ference in someone’s life. This month
marks an opportunity to celebrate the
gift of sight, to raise public awareness
and to honor past donors and their
families. The process to become a
donor takes just minutes. All a donor
needs to do is sign a donor card and
most importantly, discuss their dona-
tion wishes with their family.

Last year over 46,000 Americans had
their sight restored through the mir-
acle of corneal transplantation. This
year, thousands of Americans will re-
quire a sight restoring cornea trans-
plant due to the continual need for cor-
nea and tissue. Our eye banks across
the Nation, along with the Eye Bank
Association of America, work to ensure
that all of these Americans will receive
the tissue they need. It is also impor-
tant to note that there are ever chang-
ing strict standards, screening proce-
dures and accreditation programs in
place to ensure that each of the recipi-
ents receives safe tissue, achieving a
success rate of over 90 percent.

As National Eye Donor Month pro-
ceeds, | encourage my colleagues to
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work with their local eye banks to in-
crease public awareness of corneal
transplantation and the continuous
need for donors. | appreciate the oppor-
tunity to highlight Eye Donor Month
and again, encourage all Americans to
sign a donor card and speak with their
families about their wishes.®

———
IN MEMORY OF MARC MIRINGOFF

e Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. President, every
so often, someone comes along and
changes the way we look at things.
Marc Miringoff was such a person. We
note his passing last week in New York
at the age of 58.

Marc was a gifted social scientist
who had the crucial insight that
progress ought not be measured in eco-
nomic terms alone. Gross national
product, gross domestic product, net
foreign investment, balance of pay-
ments, net savings rates—all of these
thrown together, properly weighted
and critically analyzed could certainly
tell us much about the state of our
economy. But Marc asked whether
they would give us the true measure of
our society. He concluded they did not.

In the 1980s, Marc sought to change
that. He founded the Fordham Insti-
tute for Innovation in Social Policy in
1985, where he worked to develop an
index to measure the Nation’s social
health. The index consisted of a num-
ber of measures that reflected the
worlds of public health, education, the
justice system, and violence. Marc
burrowed beneath the numbers to find
the underlying, often invisible, struc-
tures of poverty that undermined eco-
nomic progress.

I was privileged to know Marc. | ben-
efited from his counsel and was chal-
lenged by his insights. | know that
Marc was no dry-as-dust academic. He
relished the political arena as much as
he enriched the academic forum. He
was an evangelist for the concept of so-
cial health. His eyes sparkled when an
elected official got hooked on his ideas.
He worked hard, bringing others along,
encouraging them to look more deeply
at the fabric of American society and
to work harder to make it a richer,
stronger fabric.

I will miss Marc. We all will miss
him. Right now, the country needs
more people like him. | offer my condo-
lences to his wife, Marque, and to his
family.e

————

VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA OF
FLORIDA

® Mr. GRAHAM of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, as ranking member on the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, | rise to
acknowledge an extraordinary chari-
table organization, which serves some
of this country’s most troubled and dis-
advantaged veterans. This organization
is the Volunteers of America of Flor-
ida.

The Volunteers of America of Florida
provides essential services to veterans
such as supported employment, mental
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health care, job placement, basic living
skills training, housing programs, and
social support groups. One of the
unique outreach tools owned and oper-
ated by Volunteers of America of Flor-
ida is their Florida Veterans Mobile
Service Center. This is a specially de-
signed 40-foot-long vehicle from which
medical, dental, mental health, sub-
stance use and benefits counseling
services are provided. It is also used to
distribute food and clothing to the
homeless wherever they are located.
The Mobile Service Center is on the
road 200 days per year and has traveled
more than 30,000 miles, serving over 40
counties in Florida to reach over 3,000
homeless veterans per year. This in-
cludes outreach to rural encampments
in areas such as the Florida Ever-
glades, Ocala National Forest, and the
Barrier Islands off of the Keys.

The Mobile Service Center is funded
through a unique partnership of Gov-
ernment, corporate and not-for-profit
organizations which includes the U.S.
Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Eli
Lilly and Company, USAA, many vet-
erans service organizations—including:
DAV, VVA, AMVETS, VFW, PVA,
American Legion, NCOA, Korean War
Veterans, Jewish  War  Veterans,
VietNow, Marine Corps League—and
Volunteers of America of Florida.

In Florida alone, there are between
17,000 and 23,000 homeless veterans who
are living on the streets on any given
night. Nationally, there are about
300,000 homeless veterans on any given
night. In a year, that number jumps to
over half a million veterans who will
experience homelessness.

As a new generation of veterans
begin to return home, it has become in-
creasingly important to cultivate safe-
ty net programs for our Nation’s vet-
erans. Volunteers of America of Flor-
ida is battling to break the cycle of
homelessness and reintegrate these
brave veterans back into society. It
gives me great pleasure to honor the
paid and volunteer staff that makes
these programs possible throughout
the great State of Florida.e

——
(At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

SBA EMERGENCY AUTHORIZATION
EXTENSION ACT OF 2004

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, earlier
this week | introduced a bill, S. 2186, to
keep the SBA, its two largest lending
programs, the 504 and 7(a) Loan Guar-
antee Programs, and the Women’s
Business Centers up and running
through the remainder of this year,
September 30, 2004. | ask that these let-
ters of support be printed in the
RECORD. One letter is from Mary Kay
Hamm of Linden International based in
Wayne, Pennsylvania, and the other is
from Tjuana C. Byrd, an attorney in
Little Rock, Arkansas, who is a mem-
ber of the National Association of
Women Business Owners. | thank them
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and the many other small business as-
sociations that have helped us find so-
lutions, demonstrating great coopera-
tion in a difficult position, to help
small businesses.

The letters follow:

LINDEN INTERNATIONAL,
Wayne, PA.

Hon. JOHN KERRY,

Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, Russell
Senate Office Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR KERRY: | would greatly ap-
preciate your support of the 7a program
“rescue”. | favor the following to help me
and many other small businesses rebound
and re-grow:

1. Allow piggyback loans, and charge a 0.50
percent lender fee.

2. Raise lender fees by 0.10 percent.

3. For loans under $150,000, have lenders
pay the SBA the 0.25 percent fee that the
lender now keeps for themselves.

We all are keening for help to re-establish
ourselves and assure a firm foundation for
the future of small businesses in the US.

Sincere thanks,

Very truly yours,
MARY KAY HAMM,
President and CEO.
MARCH 11, 2004.

Hon. JOHN KERRY,

Ranking Member, Senate Small Business Com-
mittee, Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR KERRY: | am a small busi-
ness owner in North Little Rock, AR and a
member of the National Association of
Women Business Owners (NAWBO). | under-
stand that a package is before the Senate
Small Business Committee that may be
brought up as early as next week in the
whole Senate concerning the SBA 7(a) pro-
gram.

Absent the SBA asking Congress for addi-
tional funding, NAWBO supports increasing
fees on lenders as an approach to adequately
funding the SBA 7(a) program and lifting re-
striction. Specifically, NAWBO would like
the program to:

Allow piggyback loans, but charge a 0.50
percent lender fee for each.

Raise lender fees by 0.10 percent.

For loans that are under $150,000, have
lenders pay the SBA the 0.25 percent fee that
lenders currently keep for themselves. This
only applies to these small loans.

Senator Kerry, we would appreciate your
support of our position. Can we count on
you? Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
TJUANA C. BYRD,
Attorney at Law.e

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
WITH RESPECT TO IRAN THAT
WAS DECLARED IN EXECUTIVE
ORDER 12957—PM 73

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, | have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the Iran emergency is to
continue in effect beyond March 15,
2004, to the Federal Register for publi-
cation. The most recent notice con-
tinuing this emergency was published
in the Federal Register on March 14, 2003
(68 Fed. Reg. 12563).

The crisis between the United States
and Iran constituted by the actions and
policies of the Government of Iran, in-
cluding its support for international
terrorism, efforts to undermine Middle
East peace, and acquisition of weapons
of mass destruction and the means to
deliver them, that led to the declara-
tion of a national emergency on March
15, 1995, has not been resolved. These
actions and policies are contrary to the
interests of the United States in the re-
gion and pose a continuing unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. For these rea-
sons, | have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared with respect to Iran and
maintain in force comprehensive sanc-
tions against Iran to respond to this
threat.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE Housk, March 10, 2004.

———
MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:09 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 339. An act to prevent legislature and
regulatory functions from being usurped by
civil liability actions brought or continued
against food manufacturers, marketers, dis-
tributors, advertisers, sellers, and trade as-
sociations for claims of injury relating to a
persons’s weight gain, obesity, or any health
condition associated with weight gain or
obesity.

H.R. 2391. An act to amend title 35, United
States Code, to promote research among uni-
versities, the public sector, and private en-
terprises.

H.R. 2714. An act to reauthorize the State
Justice Institute.
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The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bill,
with an amendment:

S. 1881. An act to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to make technical
corrections relating to the amendments by
the Medical Device User Fee and Moderniza-
tion Act of 2002, and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 373. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that Kids
Love a Mystery is a program and promotes
literacy and should be encouraged.

At 2:46 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3717. An act to increase the penalties
for violations by television and radio broad-
casters of the prohibitions against trans-
mission of obscene, indecent, and profane
material, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3915. An act to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs
under the Small Business Act and the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958 through
April 2, 2004, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 15. Concurrent resolution
commending India on its celebration of Re-
public Day.

The message further announced that
pursuant to section 7(b)(1) of the Pris-
on Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (42
U.S.C. 15606), and the order of the
House of December 8, 2003, the Speaker
appoints the following member on the
part of the House of Representatives to
the National Prison Rape Reduction
Commission: Mr. Pat Nolan of Lees-
burg, Virginia.

At 6:26 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to the following concurrent resolution,
without amendment:

S. Con. Res. 98. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment or re-
cess of the Senate.

———————

MEASURES REFERRED—MARCH 10,
2004

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3536. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 210 Main street in Malden, Illinois, as the
“Army Staff Sgt. Lincoln Hollinsaid Malden
Post Office’’; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

H.R. 3537. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 185 State Street in Manhattan, Illinois, as
the “Army Pvt. Shawn Pahnke Manhattan
Post Office’’; to the Committee on Govern-
ment Affairs.
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