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HONORING BERYLE R. READ 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 21, 2004

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Beryle R. Read, 
a resident of my Fifth Congressional District of 
Florida and a man who has become some-
thing very few of us ever will. In November of 
this year, Mr. Read will become a centenarian 
and at nearly 100, he is a father to one child, 
and a grandfather to three grandchildren. 

Mr. Read was born in Nashville, TN, but 
went to school in Indiana, Illinois and Wash-
ington, DC. Following school, he worked for 
the government for 321⁄2 years. He describes 
his happiest moment as going with his father 
to sell peaches in Indiana as a child. His fa-
vorite activities today are helping his wife 
cook, reading, and doing crossword puzzles. 

Mr. Read says he likes living in Hernando 
County because it has a small town feel but 
a close proximity to valuable services and 
stores. When asked what advice he’d give to 
young people today he said, ‘‘Avoid dirt, debt 
and the devil.’’ He says the best thing about 
growing older is having 39 years of mental 
and physical health to enjoy retirement. 

Mr. Speaker, and my colleagues, I ask that 
you join me in honoring Beryle Read today. I 
hope we all have the good fortune to live as 
long as he has and the ability to enjoy it as 
he has. He is truly a great man and someone 
with an appreciation for the importance of hard 
work.
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FRENCH BAN ON TURBANS IN 
SCHOOLS OPPOSED 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 21, 2004

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, the government 
of France has recently enacted a new policy 
prohibiting Sikh boys from wearing their tur-
bans in school. They also prohibited Muslim 
girls from wearing the traditional head scarves 
in school. 

This policy is a threat to religious expression 
in France. It limits the ability of religious mi-
norities to express their religion in the way that 
they are supposed to express their religion. 

Sikhs fought actively in both World Wars to 
help keep the French people free. They fought 
in their turbans in Africa and the Middle East 
in World War I and they fought in the libera-
tion of France in World War II. Yet the French 
authorities see fit to deny them their full reli-
gious expression. 

Recently, Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, Presi-
dent of the Council of Khalistan, wrote an ex-
cellent letter to French President Jacques 
Chirac about this unreasonable policy. I am in-
serting it into the RECORD with the consent of 

the House and I urge my colleagues to read 
it.

COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN, 
Washington, DC, January 19, 2004. 

Hon. JACQUES CHIRAC, 
President of France, 
Champs Elysees, Paris, France 

DEAR PRESIDENT CHIRAC: I am writing to 
you today on behalf of the Sikh community 
of France and the 25 million strong Sikh Na-
tion around the world. 

Recently, France has made laws prohib-
iting Muslim schoolgirls from wearing head 
scarves and Sikh boys from wearing their 
turbans. 

The turban is a Sikh religious symbol. 
Sikhs are not allowed to remove their tur-
bans. They are a major symbol of our reli-
gion. The Sikh Gurus commanded us to wear 
the turban at all times over unshorn hair, 
which is a gift from God. The Sikh religion 
is a sovereign, independent, monotheistic re-
ligion like Christianity. The Sikh religion 
requires every Sikh to wear five symbols. 
Unshorn hair is one of them. 

As you know, Sikh soldiers wearing their 
turbans fought to defend France and defend 
its freedom during World War II. They also 
helped France and Britain to win World War 
I by fighting in Africa and the Middle East. 
We were proud to do so. Sikhs are com-
manded to fight against injustice wherever it 
appears. We believe in the freedom and 
equality of all people. 

France is a secular, democratic republic. 
That implies a country that protects free-
dom of religious expression for all people. To 
force Sikhs to remove the turban is to de-
stroy Sikhs’ freedom of religious expression. 
That is neither secular, democratic, nor re-
publican. It is simply the kind of system 
that Sikhs came to France and other coun-
tries to escape. 

President Chirac, I encourage you to re-
consider this ill-advised ban. Sikhs must be 
free to express our religion as fully as any 
other Frenchman. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 
Sincerely, 

DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH. 
President, Council of Khalistan.
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TRIBUTE TO FRANK DOMINGUEZ 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 21, 2004

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, it is with a great 
sense of pride that I pay tribute today to the 
life of Frank Dominguez, a longtime leader in 
the Inland Empire. Frank passed away this 
month at the age of 64. He was a man of 
great integrity and character, and I join today 
with family and friends in honoring his memory 
and remarkable life. 

To all those who knew Frank Dominguez, 
he was a hard-working, generous, compas-
sionate man who was proud of his San 
Bernardino roots. His educational path took 
him through Burbank Elementary School, Col-
ton Union High School, and San Bernardino 
Valley College. Following his graduation, he 
served our country proudly in the U.S. Army. 

In 1964, Frank founded the Vanir Group of 
Companies, Inc. and proceeded to give back 
to the community that he so loved, including 
building the Vanir Tower, a San Bernardino 
landmark. His tremendous passion, pride, and 
selflessness led him to serve three terms on 
the state economic development commission 
and serve on the boards of the Goodwill In-
dustries of the Inland Counties, the Mexican 
American Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, and the Diocese of San Bernardino and 
Riverside Counties. He was revered and ad-
mired by friends and colleagues, leading to his 
selection as outstanding businessman of the 
year by the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce. 

I join today with family and friends in paying 
tribute to Frank Dominguez, beloved husband, 
father, and friend. He is survived by his won-
derful wife of 42 years, Gisela, his children 
Dorene, Richard, and Diane, and his three 
grandchildren. His kind deeds and gentle soul 
will be deeply missed by all.
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HONORING DR. JOE SABOL 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 21, 2004

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of Representative DOOLEY, 
Representative NUNES and myself to honor Dr. 
Joe Sabol on the occasion of his being distin-
guished as an Honorary Alumni Member of 
the California Agricultural Leadership Founda-
tion’s California Agricultural Leadership Pro-
gram. This designation will be bestowed upon 
Mr. Sabol at the annual conference of this or-
ganization. 

Selection for this distinction is reserved for 
‘‘special individuals who have, over a period of 
time, demonstrated consistent commitment 
and uncommon excellence in the furtherance 
of education and leadership in California agri-
culture.’’ The mission of the California Agricul-
tural Leadership Program is to enhance the 
long-term viability of California agriculture 
through leadership development, which in turn 
benefits the people and the communities that 
agriculture serves. 

In 1963, Joe received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in General Agriculture from California 
State University, Fresno. He obtained his 
M.Ed. in 1965 from University of California, 
Davis and his Ph.D. in 1976 from Colorado 
State University. Dr. Sabol came to Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo in 1972 to teach Agricultural 
Education. He later became Associate Dean 
and the Dean of the College of Agriculture, as 
well as Project Director of the Costa Rica 
E.A.R.T.H. Project. He was named Director of 
Outreach Services in 1993 and currently 
teaches within the College. Among his special 
teaching projects Joe counts the Mexican Ag 
Education Program, the Pakistan Project, an 
Advisor’s Workshop for Vocational Student Or-
ganizations, and the Victorian (Australia) Col-
lege of Agriculture and Horticulture. 
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