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ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on December 11, 2003, she had pre-
sented to the President of the United
States the following enrolled bills:

S. 686. An act to provide assistance for poi-
son prevention and to stabilize the funding
of regional poison control centers.

S. 811. An act to support certain housing
proposals in the fiscal year 2003 budget for
the Federal Government, including the
downpayment assistance initiative under the
HOME Investment Partnership Act, and for
other purposes.

S. 877. An act to regulate interstate com-
merce by imposing limitations and penalties
on the transmission of unsolicited commer-
cial electronic mail via the Internet.

S. 1680. An act to reauthorize the Defense
Production Act of 1950, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1683. An act to provide for a report on
the parity of pay and benefits among Federal
law enforcement officers and to establish an
exchange program between Federal law en-
forcement employees and State and local law
enforcement employees.

S. 1929. An act to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 and the
Public Health Service Act to extend the
mental health benefits parity provisions for
an additional year.

S. 1947. An act to prohibit the offer of cred-
it by a financial institution to a financial in-
stitution examiner, and for other purposes.

———

CLASS ACTION REFORM

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, in October
of this year, the majority leader sought

Senate

to proceed to the Class Action Fairness
Act, S. 1751.

I joined 40 of my colleagues in oppos-
ing the motion to proceed. | said at the
time that while | supported some re-
form of class action procedures, | could
not support S. 1751 in its current form.
I also expressed concern about whether
there would be any meaningful oppor-
tunity for interested Senators to nego-
tiate changes to the bill in a bipartisan
fashion.

Subsequent to the vote in October, I
joined with three of my colleagues in
sending a letter to the majority leader
on November 14, 2003. In that letter, we
reiterated our interest in class action
reform and we outlined several areas
where we believed revisions to S. 1751
were in order.

In November, Senators
SCHUMER, and | entered into discus-
sions with Senators FRIST, HATCH,
GRASSLEY, KoOHL, and CARPER. Those
discussions have resulted in a com-
promise agreed to by our eight offices
that 1 believe significantly improves
upon S. 1751. | ask that the text of that
compromise to printed in the RECORD
immediately following my statement. |
also ask that a summary of the com-
promise produced by my office be
printed following my statement.

Lastly, Mr. President, | want to point
out that in my view this is a delicate
compromise, which addresses the
shortcomings of current class action
practice while at the same time pro-

LANDRIEU,

tecting the right of citizens to join
with fellow citizens to seek the redress
of grievances in the courts of our Na-
tion. As | and my colleagues said in our
letter of November 14, it is “‘critical”
that this agreement ‘‘be honored as the
bill moves forward—both in and beyond
the Senate.”
The material follows.
S. 1751

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCE; TABLE OF
CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ““Class Action Fairness Act of 2003”.

(b) REFERENCE.—Whenever in this Act ref-
erence is made to an amendment to, or re-
peal of, a section or other provision, the ref-
erence shall be considered to be made to a
section or other provision of title 28, United
States Code.

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; reference; table of con-

tents.

Sec. 2. Findings and purposes.

Sec. 3. Consumer class action bill of rights
and improved procedures for
interstate class actions.

Federal district court jurisdiction for
interstate class actions.

Removal of interstate class actions
to Federal district court.

Report on class action settlements.

Enactment of Judicial Conference
recommendations.

Rulemaking authority of Supreme
Court and Judicial Conference.

Effective date.

Sec. 4.

Sec. 5.

Sec. 6.
Sec. 7.

Sec. 8.

Sec. 9.

NOTICE

Effective January 1, 2004, the subscription price of the Congressional Record will be $503 per year or $252 for six
months. Individual issues may be purchased at the following costs: Less than 200 pages, $10.50; Between 200 and 400
pages, $21.00; Greater than 400 pages, $31.50. Subscriptions in microfiche format will be $146 per year with single copies
priced at $3.00. This price increase is necessary based upon the cost of printing and distribution.
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