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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I welcome 
everybody back from a short recess 
over the Thanksgiving holiday. I hope 
everyone did have a safe and a restful 
period after a very busy 3 to 4 weeks 
just prior to that. I hope everybody had 
an opportunity to spend good time, 
quality time with family and friends. 

As I announced before the break, we 
have returned today with the hope of 
completing our work on the appropria-
tions process. Chairman STEVENS fin-
ished the negotiations on the omnibus 
measure, and that conference report 
was filed in the House of Representa-
tives before we departed for Thanks-
giving. 

Today, we hope to take up that con-
ference report and dispose of it, al-
though I understand this will not be 
possible. I will be discussing momen-
tarily other options with the Demo-
cratic leader and will likely be pro-
pounding a unanimous consent request 
for consideration of the omnibus bill 
here later this morning. 

We will not have any rollcall votes 
today, but in addition to any agree-
ments we may reach here on the omni-
bus measure, we would like to also con-
sider other legislative and executive 
matters that can be cleared over the 
course of the day. Specifically, there 
are a large number of important execu-
tive nominations that are pending on 
the calendar that I hope we will be able 
to address. Again, I will be working 
with the Democratic leader to proceed 
to any of these noncontroversial nomi-
nations before we conclude our busi-
ness today. 

At this juncture, I will be happy to 
yield to the Democratic leader, and 
then likely we will go into a period of 
morning business, and we will have a 
discussion about the further plans for 
the day. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Democrat leader is recognized. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I join 
the majority leader in welcoming our 

colleagues and our staff. I, too, hope 
they all had a good Thanksgiving holi-
day, and I appreciate the work that has 
been done at the staff level over the 
course of the last couple weeks as we 
have prepared for this day. 

I look forward to our discussions in 
the next couple of minutes with regard 
to how we might proceed. I have a 
more extensive statement with regard 
to the omnibus appropriations bill that 
I will make at a later time. 

Obviously, there are some executive 
nominations that we believe could be 
addressed. We have been working to-
gether to find how we might move a 
large number of them today, and I hope 
before the end of this day we will have 
completed our work on that as well. 

I look forward to working with the 
majority leader and our colleagues in 
the hope we can make this a very pro-
ductive day. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

majority leader is recognized. 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, the Demo-

cratic leader and I will be in discus-
sions over the next several minutes, 
but I suggest we go ahead into morning 
business at this juncture. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, there will now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
ENZI). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
CONFERENCE REPORT TO AC-
COMPANY H.R. 2673 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the 
conference report to accompany H.R. 
2673, the omnibus appropriations lan-
guage; further, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the conference report be 
agreed to and the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? The Democratic leader. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Reserving the right 
to object—and I will have a lengthier 
statement—I ask unanimous consent, 
instead, that later today, at a time to 
be determined by the two leaders, the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of 
a resolution to correct the flaws in the 
omnibus appropriations bill by: Rein-
stating the Senate-passed provision to 
prohibit the administration’s plan to 

abolish overtime for 8 million workers; 
reinstating the Senate-passed provision 
on media ownership; striking the 
House language blocking the imple-
mentation of country-of-origin label-
ing; striking the provision that weak-
ens the background check require-
ments of the Brady bill; striking the 
provision to impose a voucher system 
on the DC public school system; strik-
ing the provision to allow the con-
tracting out of over 400,000 Federal jobs 
and reinstating the House-passed lan-
guage; and striking the provisions im-
posing arbitrary across-the-board cuts 
to education, Head Start, veterans 
health care, highway construction, and 
other needed programs. I further ask 
consent that the resolution be subject 
to 1 hour of debate equally divided, 
that no amendments or motions be in 
order, and that after the expiration of 
the time, the bill be agreed to and sent 
to the House of Representatives. Fi-
nally, I ask consent that upon approval 
of this correcting resolution by the 
House, the omnibus appropriations bill 
be agreed to by the Senate, and that it 
be sent to the President for his signa-
ture. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
leader so modify his request? 

Mr. FRIST. I object to the Demo-
cratic leader’s request. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, then I 
object to the request made by the ma-
jority leader. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia is recognized. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, both re-
quests have thus far been objected to; 
am I correct? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is 
correct. 

Mr. BYRD. I thank the Chair. 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that at a time de-
termined by the majority leader, after 
consultation with the Democratic lead-
er, the Senate proceed to the con-
ference report to accompany the omni-
bus bill, provided, further, that there 
be 5 hours for debate to be equally di-
vided in the usual form. I further ask 
consent that following the use or yield-
ing back of debate time, the Senate 
proceed to a vote on the adoption of 
the conference report, with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I ob-
ject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I am not 
surprised by these objections. I think 
that a number of colleagues, including 
the distinguished Senator from West 
Virginia and others on their side, have 
been very open and forthright with 
their intent to object to this legisla-
tion. 

The conference report was filed be-
fore Thanksgiving, and it was my hope 
that over the intervening period of 
time people would have had the oppor-
tunity to review the language before 
we proceeded. I hope they have taken 
that opportunity to do so. 
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